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To the Honourablc, 
WILLIAM LENTHALEL 


Eſquire , Maſter of 
the Rolls, &c, 


—— and —_— Sir. A 
Sr $3 8 3 Sufficient A- 
RSS 

"av 3 pology for 
Ke: <2, My bold ad- 
as venture of 


preſenting this 


_ part of my poor endeavors 


unto the publick view, may 
be an obſervation of the | 
heathen; that when the 
Lord is pleaſed co viſit a 
Nation with the ſword, or 
the like judgment , then 


Noo 1] F/ Oar, NE TIvd- Ei. gut 


Za dias ; the worſhip of 
Az od ff 


The Epiſtle 
God is weakened, and men 
will not honor him as they 
ſhonld. Not ſo much 
for your particular in- 
clination toward mee 
doe I make mention of 
your Name before this 
Treatiſe: as for that ge- 
nerall Conceſſion and 
Homologie , That the 


publick inferres the pri- | 


vate benefit : In the 


Ferem 29 peace of the City , ye 


7 ſhall have peace :- For I 
feele my ſelfe no ſenſe- 
leſſe member of thoſe 
bodies, which out of di- 
vers experiences chal- 
lenge an intereft in your 
Honours mot favoura- 
ble Integrity and Love, 
which you have alwaies 
borne to Gods Glory, 
Chriſts Goſpel, and 
all good Cauſes , where- 
in 


. Dedicatory. 
in" you may bee charita-- 
ble. The greateſt great- 
neſſe hath no greater 
Honour belonging to- it, 
then te be an Abrech 
to Perſons, Bookes, and Gen41 43. 
Cauſes of this Nature. 
Such Cedars have their 
ſpreadth and tallacſſe 
to ſhelter. ſuch Fowles 


- of the Heaven - uader 


their ſhadow. It was 
the pious reſolution -of 
Lxther in one of his E- - 
piftles; Jnveniar ſane 
Superbus, Avarns , A- S_ a. 
dulter, Homicida , Anti» OS: : 
gaps, & omninum. Vits- | 
grim res , modo impy. 

Plenty non arguar , . dew 

Dominns patitur ': That 

hee had rather be coun- 

ted any thing , then bee 

accuſed of wicked fileace 

in.. Gods cauſe, And 

AZ We: - 


wee know , that the 
more diſhonoured and 
trampled upon any cauſe 
of Gods is , the more 
hee expets that wee 
ſhould appeate for it. 
Now left any man ſhould 
bring a bloud-ſhort eye, 
to make all appeare of 
za wrong colour; that I 
have made no partics- 
lar Perſon my Aime or 
Adverſary , my witneſfe 


Fob 16 19is in heaven, and my 


record on high. Buc 


Comero fy. becauſe lofſle of Sal« 


286. in fo 
he, F 


vation followeth ob- 
ftinacie in Errour, 1 
have done my poore 
endeavone to proclaime- 
Gods will, It any doe 
demurre, or obſtina 

perſiſt, or relift , they 
may remember they erre 
R aoe 


oa 7 is 
6 F | $4 *4 . 


not without warning. 

Commoa Ingenuity co m- 
mandeth mee thankful- 
ly to acknowledge , what 
you have done for one , 
chat hath no. wittie In- 


ſinuations for extrad- 


ing of your favours , 
nor Impudency enough 
ro returne them in flat- 
reries : yea, who had 
ſuch obſtructions be- 
eweene his heart and 
his tongue , that hee 
could ſcarce expreſle the 
leaſt part of his Thank- 
fulneſſe , much leſle is hee 
able to make you arequi- 


tal. | 
But the Lord of 
Lords grant, that you may 
fiad all favour in the 
eyes of God and Man , 
that all true Happineſſe 
may, 


e Epite 
may be multiplyed napon 
you and yours, and crown 
you with eternity. 86 
_ prayeth,. 


Tour Hoyonrs obliged aud 
hamble Servant in 


the Lord, 


JOHN LESLY. 


Ch 


The Conrtuainwnrts. 


Chap. 1. T' Here 5s « neceſſity of 
els ng Errors : and 


4 ſpectal ___ of oppoſing 
the Errour of Indetermined 
Church-Communion. 

2. The latcOriginal of this Ey- 

ror. -Some m{chiefes of it are 
indignated, wA Moitve to 
refit them. 

3. Parochial C:hurch-communion 
1s 4 duty implanted by Nature, 
and a Moral and Solemn pars 
of Divine Worſhip. Z 

4. All Chriſtians are to joyne 
themſetues ro ſome particular 
viſible Church, when the Lord 
offereth occaſion. 

j- We are bound to hearing in 
our own determined. Congre- 
gitions, Neceſlitate precepti, 

6, God 


: Ontents, 

6. God aſſigneth unto every or- 

dingry Paftor a portion of his 

- » to be infirufted by 
im, 


7. Separation from determined 
Church-communion is repro- 
ved, x Cor.1.12. and 3,ver.4. 

$. The Lord commandeth to wor- 
ſhip him Orderhy : which 3s not 
obſerved in Indetermined 
Chburch-communion. 

9. We are bound to hearing in 

Gur particular Congregations, 
by Chrifts Doftrine and Ex- 
le. 


_— are bound tothe duty of 
Determined Church=communi- 
on,by the euftome of Apoftolick 

. and primitive times, 

11, Reaſon teacheth that Tndcier = 

mined Chuuch-communion is 
warnal glorying in the worthi- 
neſſe or excellency of other 
Paſtors. 

12, Some finfull effets and con- 
ſequents of Parochial, or Con- 


gregational - ((burch-ſeparati- | 


on. 

The cauſes which men pretend for 
Separation from Parochial 
Church- communion, are fri- 

volous 


Contents, 

volous and invalid, And , 

13. Firſt, indetermined Church- 
communion , is no part, but 
an abuſe of Chriftian Liber- 
ty. 

24, Secondly , Separation from 
Church-communion for the Pa- 
ftors knowne in(ufficiency , or 
Scandalous life,may be lawful. 
Otherwiſe it is lamemable , 
if not intolerable and impi- 


OUS. 

15, Thirdly , Other imaginary , 
and _— pretences arc 
anſwered. 

16, Serious and frequent admonz- 
tion ought tro be inculcatcd 4- 
gainft this error. 

17. Some Antidotcs againſt the 
InfeAion of Separation from 
Parochial Cburch-communion. 

28, The Conclaſpon, 


ERRATA, 


FN the Book. fg. 4. lin. 26, for 

Cannons, read Canons. p. 5.1.16 
for #5 a1, read fer. þ. 6.1. g. for 
_— read Aaiuiyr. þ.9.1. 


10. for were read went. In Marg. 1. 
24 for Arm. de, read Ame. de. 
$.10.in Marg. 1.16. Jer.z, 14.15 
wenting. p.1z. in Marg.l, 10. for 
Ceſeren(, read Geſtren(. p. 15.1. 6. 
for livng, read living. p.16. 1.3 put 
018 and. 1.22, for exafteth , rcade 
enaceth. p.31.1.4. put out the. p.44 
Lpenult, for Ceriſtians, read Chri- 
ſtians. p.47. 1.4. are 7s wanting.l.5 
for allay, read alloy. p.73. L.22. for 
Orthadox, r. Orthodox : for Heto- 
rodox, r, Heterodox.. fp. 80. [,4. for 
apprehend, reed apprehended. 1.27. 
this 7s wanting. p10. 4.15. not is 
wanting. p.111.l.18.the is wanting. 
$124. 1,7. put out not. lin, 22. + 
Mcditaion read Mediation. p.139, 
1.11. for nulla, read nulli. 
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IAC DALLOA LAS 


The Tag” 
Paragorized. 


or 

: OR, 

« | A Parenetical Confuta- 
is | tion of the Epidemical Er- 
r ror, which afſerteth, 

i Separation from P a» 

h rochialChurch- 

, Communion. 
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4 CHAP.I. 

b There % aNeceſſity of oppoſing Er- 


rors : and a ſpecial Neceſſity of 
oppoſing the Error of indetermi- 
ned Church-communion. 


$. 1, $$Þ$$ÞT is the inkaite 
oþ , * Goodneſle of the. 
o&s I + Lord,that inwrath 
+ $$Þ be remembers mer- p41, +2 
cy; For my part, : 
I look upon it as a ſpecial mercy, 
that although we live in times, in 
. which 


(2) 
which the Truth is oppoſcd an 
blaſphemed more then cyev before; 
yer the Faithful have liberty to 

and write in defencethere- 

> Pwiſhthat all orthodox Chri- 
ſtians ( who. have more leiſure , 
greater helps and endowmen:s 
then their Brerbren) had more zcal 
to irprave this liberty for the ad- 
vantage of the Truth ; and to rc- 
member that it is wretched, in 

Tertull, de time of peace to be fierce as Lyons , 

Cor.M1l.c 1 but inthe cambate ta be fearful like 


Ruff. Hift. Harts. Ambroſe, as well as S* 


E.2.c.11. Paul, had a great confli& for the 
Sozom. l.z. Church of Chriſt. Alexander 
6.14. Biſhop of Alexandria was blamed 
Rev. 21.8 by many for his too flow confuting 
Rav.in v0- gArius his Hereſfie. - The Fearful , 
ce Timidus who, are threatnedto bave their pars 


Matth.1o. in the lake thas burneth with fire and 


28,33 brimftone, are they, Qui verizarem 
Evangelit agnitam abnegant , aut 
profiters nolunt, metu mortis vel a- 
mitrendarum facultianm.; (aich Rar 
venel, Who deny the known: Truth 
of the Golpel, or will not profeſſe 
it : Qr, whaat any time do evil , 
or 'omit good againſt the light of 
Conſcience , for fear of danger 3 
ſay ous leaned: Engliſh Annotar 


£or'se 


| 


(3) 

rors. The Authors of moſt of rheſe 
Errors and Blaſphemies which be- 
witch the fouls of our people, are 
but lirtle more to be-blamed, then 
they that do profeſſe the Truth, 
(being endowed with gifts and 
helps) who. ſuffer them to walk a= 
broad without check or comtroule : 
Ir is but a flender diſcharge of our 
Duty, w cry out againſt Errors 
and Hereſies,and n:ver to contend, ».. 
nor convince men what Truth and * © ** 
Error is. 

$.2. ThoughI meddle with no 
Controyerſie but with great reluc- 
tancie and diſtaſte 3 yet now I am , ©. 
in a manner conſtrained, upon two 
conſiderations : which may be my "mg" 
Apologie for the publicarion of this mo_ _ 
imperfe& Piece : Firſt, As mans 33*©*+ 
Intcllef naturally abhorreth Er- 
ror, and.a ſan&ified man doth dou- 
bly abhor Errour in things Divinez 
ſo doth hee: moſt of all abhor rhe 
corruption of the Vitals, and thoſe 
Errerswhich. have a potent influ- 
ence. upon the Heart and Life, as 
this which I oppoſe moſt evidemely 
hath : Miſtakes we all have, and A 
ſhall have 3 but the more they ſtop 
the motions of the heart and _ 

- B 2 t 


(4) 


- more dangerous are they : The 
. econd is, The common excuſe or 
EE argument of the Times, Neceſſity, 
emoſyne and -Providence : which how far 
a * they may juſtifie me, I muſt leave 
Rn © tothe Judge of all men 3 being ob- 
-t liged as a Paſtor, as a Friend, as a 
Chriſtian, to tender my beſt aſli- 
ance for relief of the Truth, 
Tbovgh the crudity and weakneſle 
of this writing be ſuch then , as 
ſhould prohibir the publication, yet 
it may he uſeful to Country People, 
who moſt commonly are ſubject to 
this Error. Had I writ it for the 
uſe of the Learned , I would haye 
tryed to make it fitter for their uſe; 
and if I could not , I would have 
ſuppreſled it. 

_ SF. 3. The Shepherds part and 
nn duty is, to defend bis F lock from 
24525, dt Dogs, Wolves, Thieves 3 which 
n0 416 if he negleRed to do, he incurred 

the lofle of his Office ; ac- 

Rev. 22.11 cording to the publick and ancient 
c Canyons of the Church. But it the 

: 297-14» Flockdeſpiling their Shepherd , do 
mm miſcarry , they muſt thank them- 
Exch. 3.27 ſelves for ir. When the beautiful 
Order of the Church is broken, 
Zech.13.10 then the Flock cannot bur be en- 
dangered 
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negl 


(5 
dangered by Seducers ; who ever 
corrupt the purity of Doctrine and 
Dicipline , and marre the beauti- 
ful face of the Church.. The words 
of the Lord. Ezech. 1.38. When T 
ſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurcly 
die, and thou giveft him not warn- 
ing, nor ſpeakeft to warn the wicked 


from bis wicked way to (ave bis life , - 


the ſame wicked man ſball die in his 
inigutty, but bis blood will Irequire 
at thine bund : Theſe words ſhouid 
ſeem to Paſtor and People, not ſo 
much words,as thunderbolts 3 and 
therefore unto the obſtinate, Te? 
Tot xy piyzoy Fray, this Tex: will 
one day be terrible. For the Lord 
applyech this threatning, not only 
to every particular impenitent per- 
ſon, but every neglizent Paſtor in 
the perſon of Exechicl, that he may 
take ro heart his duty, and his dan» 
ger, The ſame charge is iterated , 
Exzech. 33.6. Signifying that Sepa- 
ratiſts om Church-Communion 
in their proper and ParrochialCon- 
gregations ( in which they ſhould 
take warning from - their appointed 
Paſtor ) ſhall not eſcape puniſh- 
ment , though the Watchman be 
negligent 3 but if the Watchman 


Homer Ili- 
al.2 


B 3 blow -- 


(6) 
blow the trumpet, and the Flock 


or Sinner will not then come, and # 
hear , and obey, he ſhall incurre ! 


double puniſhmem. The Watch- 
man tben muſt anſwer for his parr, 
for the blood of all that periſh 


through his defauk and negligence, | 
_ to whom 1 ſay, as he in the Port ; | 
Homer Thi- A ayuiyi, s o8 Yom nandy ws | 


«d.2. tif tore2%3 Wretched mun,chou 
ſhoukdſt 


ſt not fear to tel men of | 
their evil doing, and by conſe- | 
quence of their Church-ſcpara- Þ 
el \ 


$.4. Sinners are hardly brought || 
cothe fight and ſenſe of their fins : | 
And therefore Paſtors muſt bring 


che ſms of their people upon the 
Hoſ.4.2. e,rhat they cannot - <2 ihe - 
t Tim.5.20 35 didrhe Prophets and Apoſtles. 
Hoſ.6.10. Better ſo, then for the people, {nor 
Heb.1o., 31, knowing their ſn, that it is an 
horrible thing) to tind how 
ſearful a thing it is to fall into the 
hands ofthe living God. A Chri- 
ſtian, that hath not grace in bim 
to reprove ſinners, is like Salt that 
hath loft bis ſauour : Mepgytn, be 
is become fooliſh, For the un- 
favourineſle of ſalt is (as Euthymi- 
w ſaith) Debuitas mordacitaths ip- 


Ks 3 


Mat.5.13. 


ſus 3 


crimO1 
ample: 
ſtice 
ahde 
the { 
that « 
follov 


” 


7) 
ſiws; The weaknefſe of its ac- 


# crimony, Wee haye many ex- 
amples of the Lords ſevere ju- 2 $4M.6.7. 
ſtice againſt them that ſwerve ££ev71.10.1. 
aide in the leaſt things , from A#..5. 4: 
the ſtrit rule of his Word , &C: 


thar concerne his Worſhip, end 
follow their owne wills and in- 
ventions3 though they bave ne- 
ver ſo good » prone for it : 
Tender hearts by judgements 
on others, are brought the 
more to fear God , Hiſt 
the ' ſame Judgemetts ſhould 
befall them : and to diſcerne, 
how failing about heaven! _ 
(chicfly in his Worſhip) dat 
much incenfe Gods wrath. 


«OW. $2, 


16 (76 


CHAP. II. 


The late original of this Er- 
ror : Some miſchiefs of it 
are indigitated. A Mo 

tive to reſiſt them, 


C. 1 Flft it is to be under- 
Rood, That the jadg- 

ment and praRice of ſome men of 
ſpecial account in the Church of 
God, hath been, that Separatiſts 
are unworthy the honor of any ſet 
Conflit, and publick Confurati - 
onz But Sain: Paul in many 
places knew Sazans metho4 bet- 
ter : Saran (cems ſomewhat ſhame= 
fac'd at firſt, asks but ſome ſmall 
tritle 3 give him but that,he will be 
realy for greater points, If hee. 
win ground in the Ceremonies, 
then he will abuſe the Sacrament, 
For when the Corinthians had fir 
covered at Prayer a while, they 
grew even as unreyerent at the Sa- 
cram:nt, which the Apoſtle was 
fain 
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(9) 
fain'to rebuke. Then we are t& 
reprove leſſer Errors at firſt, as 

the Apoſtle did: We are to think 

the Wiſe mans counſel worth the 
following, Ne fit tibi minimum, SCneca, * 
non negligere minima, Count it 

no ſmall matter , not to negle& 

{mall matters. Whar ſo ſmall as 


| an haire ? When theſe ſmall hairs 


wen from Samſon, his ſtrength Fudg.16,gp - 
left him. Moreover, leſt over- 
much filence ſhould be interpre- 
ted, Conſent, or. beget too great 
confidence in men of the goodnefle 


| of their cauſe, and others ſhould 
| ſtumble ar their vaunts3 I would - am.þ.322. - 


defire the Reader, for his full (a= ;, fol 
tisfaftion to peruſe learned Came- Mareſ.Coll | 
70, Mareſius, Vedelius, Dr. Ames, Theol d uy 
Mr.Ruthcrford, Mr.Blake, and o- SeF.g, : 
ther reverend Divines : by whom py ©, aye... 
he may be informed of his Duty ,,,, parts - 
in the danger of this fin, For it j, 7 
is not my purpoſe at this -rime to Apme|. de 
diſcourſe, in what caſes it is lawfus gy ©L5.c. 
— _ : wo pi : _ I2, | 

e is itmy buſineſle to ſpzak of Rh , 
the incredible and dcteſtable Right _— 
Church ſeparation, pratiſed by gx. 
Atheiſts, Epicures, Hereticks, Li- Blake .Cov. -. 
bertines, &c, in theſe . times, GIS -- , 

2 2 "be. 


Jer. 2.14. 


Fude 19... 


Py0.13.13. Whoſe judgement _ not, nor | 
their damnation ſlumber. But my 


(ro) 


Who walk after their own ungodly 


luſts, and ſeparate themſelves, be- 
ing af Trevi not the Spirit : 


bufineſſe is to admoniſh thoſe, who 


2 Tim.z, 5. profefſe they know God ; Having & 


form of godlineſſebut in thisdeny the 


power thereof : That the Lord might 
give them repentance 10 the ac- | 


knowledgment of the truth, 
$. 2. This premiſed : This 


Error of Church ſeparation, is 
by birth and Original, like unto 
Iſrael in her worſt condition : e- 
ven Otkotytvns, a Home-borne 
flave ; called by the Latines, 
Verna; 1.c. Vere vils natss, of 
a vile Original, Among the 
Hcathen it was a repreachful diſ- 
grace, ro worſhip their gods with 
any new Adcration, And for 
that very thing the Athenians 
inwuplninoay were bitterly 
jeered by their Comicks; and 
particularly Demefthenes reproved 
& ſchines, ſaith Strabo, Wee . 
then ſhould fear, that vengeance 
denounced againſt the final im- 
penitency . of Reyolters in Reli- 
gion, doth not only @ncerne A- 
| poliates 


Rates, openly denying Chriſt; 


who b confumeth any Er- 
ror, and by holding his peace doth 
not confirme the Truth : Diuinam 
contumeliam qui non refutavit, acu- 
mulat : He that repelleth ngt Gods 


diſhonour, (what he poſſibly can) Lukkg.16. 


addethto it. The negligent or 
ſleepy Centinel betrayerh bis Prin- 
ces Tent. Andnow,leſt here I ſhould 
ſeem lingular, I will expreſle the de- 
generate Birth and Nativity of it, 
inthe words of learned Honorms 


Keggizs, who hath colledted a Honor,Reg. 

hunvgred and eighty Errors,(out of Je $,auuEc- - 

Mr. Edwards his Gangrene, and clefig in An, -.- 

other lare Writers) practiſed in. g1ja,p.gg, 
d 


England, ſince the year 1640, an 

communicated them unto forraign 
Nations: of which this is the 

125 Error; Partem Libertatis 
Chriſtiane eſſe, non audire proprium 
Miniftrum ; (ed ubi libeat, @ 4 . 
quo plus commodi ſperctur That it 
is a part of Chriſtian Liberry,not 
to hear our own Miniſter 3 bur to. 
hear where one liketh beſt , and 
from whom we hope for moſt pro- 


&. | 
$3.The . 


t, as Fulgentiins well noteth, him Fulgent, 44 
alſo, Wot flentio firmat errorem , Thraſs 
y hilence 


en ea retreat ene nnd 


ax _— 
99. tag ont err rr 


Evagr Hiſt 
6.3.c.14. nt 


Henoizico 


— B— 


| 2 
$*3 The miſchief of the pra- 
Qice I here oppoſe, lieth not in the 
bare error of judgmem, but in the 
unchriſtian Divihon and Aliena- 
tion which thence floweth , con- 
trary to the Humility and Love, 
which is the vifible charaRer of 
Chriſtians. Alas, the hideous 
Dodcrines, the contemned Ordi- 


Zenon. Imp, P.Aces, the unheard of wickedneſs 


Epheſ.2.12, 
Heb. 10.38 


Hebr,1 2.16 


that this DoQrine hath produced ! 
th? reproached and habe! Mini- 
ſters, the weak that are ſcandali- 
zed, the Profeſſors apoſtatized, the 
Profane hardned, the Enemy in= 
ſulting; all theſe do deſcribe it 
more plainly to us, then words can 
do, and cry aloud in the ears of 
God and good men. Hence is all 
this Atheiſm amongſt us, in de- 
aying or net having a God; this 
Apoſtafie, in drawing back and e- 
ſtranging our ſelyes from: God : 
this Protaneneſſe, in refuſing the 
Creator, that we may enjoy the 
Creature, How fruitful are we in 
monſtruous fins, from the loweſt 
Rep of Semi-ſeparatiſm,rothe high- 
eſt pirch of Rantiſm ? Which 
ſhould produce all manner of At- 
teſtations tothe Truch of Chriſt, 


_— — 


3 WE I 0 


(t3) 

againſt the Errors and Blaſphemies 

occaſioned by this praCtice. Bur if 

we cannot ſee it at home, we may 

hear of it from abroad 3 from the 

pens of wir _ = 

king obſervation of the ſtate of the Rep. 

Church in England, who give this _— = 

ſad, yer true report unto the world, ;, Angl.p.1 

That England in four years ſpace is Theologi 

become an heap and fink of all Er- Ceftrenſ.in 

rors,Se&s3 no Province from the Arteſtatio- 

beginning of the world , ever ,, 1 Fx 

bronghetind in ſo ſhort a ſpace, ſo cuſa Anno 

many monſtrous Hereſies, as this. |; .g. 

Can any man name any age ſince ,,,,e" in 

the Apoſtles, among all the 0- Diſp. ali- 

dious Hereſies thar till invaded quer.09's. 

the Church, that ever had ſuch o- * * 

pen Maligners of the Miniſtry in 

general,and that ſtruck ſo ragingly 

at the very ſtanding of the. Go- 

ipel, as the Church-Separartiſts in 

this age havedone, and ſtill do ? 

and that in (uch numbers? Nay, 

bath Chriſt any thing that he may 

enjoy unqueſtioned among us ? 

As hemay not have a Miniſter, 

ſo he muſt not an Ordinance; not 

a Day, nota Duty , not ſo much 

as his Deity am us, For 

Opinion once ſeeded - in Error, 
ſhoots 


Surat Hiſt 
{.s, Pritns 


(14) 
ſhoots om into Herefie, and at- 
ter ſome growth, in time into Blaſ= 
phemy. 

$4 Whatthen? Muſt a true 
Chriſtian ftand by , and ſee the 
Caunle of Chriſt, like a Foot-ball 
in the midſt of a crowd of Boyes, 


toſt about in contention,from.one.. 


to another 3 and (ſpurned about .in 
the dirt, driving it 0n..to the goal 
of their private intereſts. and delu- 
ded fancies? Truly, it is not ſo 
eafie for gracious diſpoſitions to 
rurne cff the publick calamities of 
Gods Church.Where is the policy 
(I ſay not Chriſtianity ) ot our 
times ? Which ſhould mind us, 
chat , Calamitatum Reip. & Ec- 
cleſie eſt communio & viciſſiuds. 
No man. can do other, then 
lofe his private felicities in the 
common diſtrctles of the Church. 
To ayoid then all occalions of 
publick Service for the Church un- 
der pretence of Humility or Re* 


Auſeneſſe > ſpeaks (roo broadly) 
the deliquent Refratory, Your 
Anchoret, that digs his grave 
in Speculation meerly , and your 
Mole that is earthed wholly in an 


; I5) 
io properly to obſcurity, as death. 
And we find an Apoplexy and Sleep 
no leſle on their endeayors, then in 
their names. Indeed ſuchSilk-worms 
ſpin themſelyes into Flies, diſani» 
mate, hearrleſſe Flies,liyng neither 
for Church nor Commonwealth.So 
thar he thar-retrears at any Alarm 
or Summons of God for the com» 
mon affaires of the Church,to en» - 
joy himſelfe in his folitary 
cnds, runs himſelf on the ſheives 


of that rough cenſure of Athanaſius ; Athanaſius 
Vereor nc dum propter te fugis; prop= ad Dracons 
ter alios fis in periculo apud Domi- Part 2 E- 
num : To ſtand by, and to give dit,ult. 


aime only whilſt others ſhoot, pro- 
claimes thy lazineſle,if notthy im- - 
porency. Iftherefore this thy mo- 


ther implore thy aide (ſo. Augie Auguſt. E- 
ſtine counſels his Eudoxizs) on the pit f 


one fide, hand not with Ambition ; 
on the other, lean not to © lazie 
refuſal : Weigh not thine own i- 
dienefſe with the neceflities and 
greatneſſe of her burthens, to 
which . (whilſt the is in travel) 
if no good men will adminiſter 
their help,Cerve quomodo neſctremi-. 
ni nos invenirets, God muſt then 
inveat new ways for our new birth, 

; CHAP. 


(16) 


— — — 
mm 


CHAP. II 


Parochial Charch-communs-= 
en 1 a Duty imp'anted by 
Nature, and a Moral 
ana Solemn part of 
Divine wor ſhip. 


« 


$1 AND here T profeſſe, 
amd 1 would not ſay a- 
ny thing, in which I am ſingular: 
I have ſo much childiſh fear, as 
ſcarce to dare to walk in publick 
where 1 am alone, The Topick 
therefore whence I inten1 (God 
willing) to raiſe my Reaſons, for 
a due and dutiful obſervation of 
Parochial Church-communion , 
ſhall be the ſame threefold cord, 
Eccleſ.4.12 with whichTertwlian proſecuted a= 
nother SubjeR » that is, accord- 
ing to Scripture , «Nature ,: and 
Diſcipline, By theſe three I hope 
to demonſtrate, that Scripture ew- 
aQcth this Duty for a Law, Na- 
ture. 


(17) 
ture eſtabliſheth ir, and Diſcipline 
exacteth Obedience to it. As 
Nature, Scripture and Diſcipline Tertul. de 
arethe Lords, (ſaith Tertullian) Yeland. 
ſo whatever is contrary to them-is Virg.c.16. 
not the Lords. Let that be unto 
thee Scripture, Nature and Diſci- 
oY HOO thou findeſt _ 

God 3 as thou art commanded, 
To prove all thin s, and tobold faft © Theſ.5.21- 
that which is good, Cut ex his 6on-- 
ſuetudo opintonis profit , wel qui 
diverſe ſemtentiz color eſt? What 
can cuſtom of opinion profit any 
of theſe, or what pretence is there 
for any contrary judgment ? ſaith 
tha: Father, 

And firſt 1 begin with the Te- 
Rimony of Nature , becauſe God 
hath premiſed Nature to be thy 
Teacher, being afrerwards about ,.,,,, 1, 
to ſend the Scripture, that thau Reſurref 
mighteſt the more eafily believe —_—_ - 
the Scripture, being hrſt Natures 4.11" 1, 
Scholar 3 and whatſoever is a- Cor. Milit 
gainſt Nature, deſerveth by all wy - 
men to be called a Monſter : but © 
we will call it Sacriledge againſt 
God, the Lord and Author of 
Nature, 

$ 2. That Honour and Reve- 
rence. 


On OOO IE Oe nr ei inner ue ene me bd 


Ame. de Religion, is due only to God, Na- 


(18) 
rence, Which is the proper AG of 


Conſc. tb.4 ru eteacheth. 


64þ.2. 


Sabbatum 


1, Becauſe it is thegrenteft He- 
nor that can be given to him, 

2. It is the honor that js due ro 
the ſote Lord of Life and Everlaſt- 
ing Felicity. 

3 Religious hononr di aly 
kubmitterh, and ſabjeRerh rhe 
_ conſcience to the Lord #«* 


4 In Relipious honour Gol 
only is acknowledged to be our ub- 
flute Lord, and to have abſo- 
_ right ts require our Obe- 


ce, 

Thus Nature teaching us that 
every. Religious AR is due unte- 
God; then Parochial Churchsw 
Communion, being a Religious 
AR, is a Natural or Moral Duty 
commanded by the Law of Na- 
ture, Now Moral or Perpetual 
(relating roa Law) ſignifies (in 
the Notation of the word) any 
Precept ſerving to regulate the 
Manners of men. 

There are two kinds of Moral 


Redivivum L42WCS»53 Moral-Natural,and Mo- 


part 1.p48.9 tal-Poſative . 


which agreeing in 
Perperuity 


(19) 
Perpetnity, do differ in their di- 
ſtint Properties, as may ap-car 
by their ſeveral defcriptions 3 which 
are theſ?, 

1 A Law Moral-Natural, is a 
Law of things neceſſary ro be done 
or forborn toward God'or Man, owr 
—_— =Y 3 which the nature 
of man now (though corrapt} ci- 
ther doth duc or may *t 
teaft be convinced of to be fuch {c- 
ven without Scripture) by _— 
ments drawn from thoſe Principles, 
which are now i the Hearts of all 
men pare 

2 Lawes Moral-Poſttire , art 
Lawes clearly laid down in Scrip« 
rare (in words exprefſe, or certain 
conſequence ) which Natnre”, 
trhoagh corrupted, cannot reaſon- 
2bly deny to bez Juſt, Good, and 
ſo convenient to be perpetuated, 
according to the Law-givers plea- 
ſure : though antecedent to . his 
will, ſome way revealed to themyit 
would not, nor could have judged 
them to be of themſelves altogether 
neceſſary. ; 

Thediftintion of Moral Laws 
into Natural and Poſitive being 
clear in their deſcriprions, their a- 
greement 


Nature 
majeſta- 
3em recogt- 
tare, nullt 
frivolum 
videre y0- 
teft.Tertal, 
de Teftim. 
Animz. 
C.5, 


Goncil, 
Gangren. 
cap.5.& 6 


(20) 


_—_ manifeſt in rwo things, 


des perpetuity. 


x Intheir Authority and force 
of Obligation 3 a Poſitive Law in 
force doth as ſtrongly bind the con» 
ſcience,as a Natural ; eque,though 
not &qualiter, 

2 In their independance,both de- 
pend m God, and not upon the 
will of man 3 and fo are indiſpen- 
ſable by humane Authority. Theſe 
things premiſed, I conclude, that 
as Ki Solemn and Religious wor- 
ſhip of God is Natural - Moral , 
fo Parochial Church - Commu- 
nion is a Duty implanted by na- 
ture. 

$.3-But leſt T ſhould be thought 
to negle&t (in effet) any g: 
Solemn Worſhip, beſide this pub- 
lick Wo:ſhip in Church-Commu- 
nion 3 (which the Ancients in ſe- 
yereſt manner did preſcribe and re- 
quire) I will briefly declare, that 
all Solemne Worſhip is_ Moral- 
Natural,in all the parts thereof;and 

ſo, by conſequence, this Worſhi 
in Church-Communion, Thou 
the nature of man be much ro 4 
ced by the Fall of eAdam, yet are 
there (as all men do acknow- 


ledg) 


Np, 


Irce 
V In 
on» 


de- 
the 
eſe 


I- 


aA, aw. Wt & 


Gn 


ledg) ſome Principles of Religi- 


on found in every foul , which 
can never be blotted our : A- 
mong which there are theſe two 
molt legibly upon the Tables of the 
heart, 

1 That there is a God: which e- 
ven the moſtbarbarous people in all 
apes , and the worſt of Atheiſts 
have beene forced to acknow- 
ledge. 

2 That this God muſt be wor- 
ſhipped by all reaſonable Crea- 
tures,capable of his divine know- 
ledg. This is that natural Homage 
and Alegeance due to God from 
all mankind, by the very law of 
Nature in their Creation ; where- 
by they are bound to perform all 
Duties that he preſcribes to them, 
both with ſoul and body. Our life 
then regulated by nature, is the 
honour of nature; bur "things 
done againſt Nature do hinder 


the Solemn Worſhip of God , ſaid 2 


Conſtantine the grear. 
$ 4 The Worſhipof God may 
be diſtinguiſhed into Ejaculatory 
and Solemn, Ejaculatory Wor- 
ſhip is that which a man may ten- 
der unto God , cither with the 
_. * Hearn 


Rom.1. 20 


1 C0r.6.20 


Euſeb.Orat 
Ca, 


Sand.e.1. 


(22) 


Heart alone,or with the Tongue al- 


ſo, in Prayer and Praiſes, even in 
the midſt of worldly imployments. 
To this kind of Worſhip every one 
is undoubtedly bound, as much as 
it is poſſible for us to perform it ; 
| and that, bythoſe general precepts 
Pſal.1, 2, which bind Semper, (as the Schools 
&' 62.8 ſpeak) thar is,cn all opportunities; 
1 Theſ.5.16 though not, ad ſemper, at all mo- 
17, 18 ments, without intermiſſion. But 
indeed it is both our Gn and our 
miſery, that in.our ardinary Cal- 
lings we ſeldom remember God, 
as. we mighrand ſhould: « being 
00 mu all = a degree, = far- 
+ get God, and not to bave him in 
Pſal 10.4 = thoughes, Solemn Worſhip is 
the preſenting the whole man, foul 
and bady together unto God. New 
this SalemnWerſtyp,is diſtimguiſh- 
ed.into ſalitary,and canjoyn'd wor- 
ſhip; which uſually, though. nor 
properly, is expreſſed by the terms 
of Private and Publick Worſhip ; 
but we had rather call;it Salitary, 
or Conjayned,becaufe it is preſen- 
ted to. God, either by any one fin- 
gular perſon alone,or'by diversjoya 
10g together ia the tendring of it. 
Thar Solitary Worſhip is. a ne- 
cellary 


» Fig Anal Gow GAP DB T 


" 3 WJ = 


ry 


”" 3s T we 


cellary Duty, appeares from. the 
grounds of Natue. 

1 Iris, altogether unzcaſonable 
to imagine that God ſhauld loſe a- 
ny of his honour from any man 
langle, becauſe there is. none other 
company to joige: with kim in the 
Solemanity of Warſhip. 

2 Ir is likawiſe unreaſonable to 
think,that a man is. nat bound. to 


Sabbar. Red 
part I . C, 6, 
Sea.1 2. 


ſeck the recovery of his ſouls loſt 


happinels,in his enjpyiogC od indu, 
tics of Worſhip,becauſe he: is alone. 

Next, Salemn Canjoyned Wore 
ſhip,is Dameſtical or Eccleliaftical, 

That the Lord requires Dome- 
ſtical Worſhip from. all ſuch jointly 
as live in Families, &ppears. to be 
Moral-Natural, becauſe ic being 
the Lard that bath placed meu in.a 
Community, is cagaat be juſtly 
conceived, that he ſhould do 
this meerly for their worldly 
conveniences 5 but rather chict- 
ly, that, they ſhould improve 
their Society one with another to 
his Glary, who is the Lard of 
them altogather, as well as of eve- 
ry one of. them ſingle 3 and (o.that 
they hauld warſhip him. joigtly to- 
gether, as wel.as each. of them apart. 
5 Now 


Pſal.68.6 
Zech.12.12 


(24) 
'S 5 Nowall Ecclefiaftical Wor 
ſhip is ſo aſſuredly of the Law of 
Nature, that al|-Nations,that have 
ever been heard of, have had their 
joynt Publick Solema Worſhip; 
and have had Perſons ſer apart pur- 
polely for it, No man denyeth 
this, for no man is ignorant of that 
Tertul, de Which nature freely doth ſuggeſt, 
SpeFac.c.z. ſaith Tertullian. Moreover, Rea- 
ſon and-Experience declare,that the 
£o0d of ſouls calls for Solemn Ec- 
clefiaſtical Worſhip,and commends 
it, as abſolutely neceflary and'pro- 
firable : noronly in that men are 
hereby yer more affeed by a more 
Sabbat. Re- ccneral example, recommendin 


div. part 1 the Worſhip of God 3 bur alſo be- 


£.6.SeR.15. cauſe by the ſolemn Ordinances of 
Prayer, Preaching, Sacraments, 
Sabbaths, &'c. multitudes are at 
once taught, minded of, and pro- 
voked to many Duties they owe to 
God and Man, better then their 
owne ſolitary thoughts or endea- 
yours could ordinarily have attain* 
ed to. And this ſo much the rather, 
becauſe of the gifts, which God to 
this purpoſe hath endued his Mini- 
ſers with (who by his appoint- 
.ment are ſet apart mainly for the 
pub- 


Public 
which 
narily 
Public] 
perſon 
of the ] 
difcarti 
very © 
hid 3 2 
the ſtr 
been g 
feed up 
gatheri! 
clefiaſti 
man, 

How ar 


termine 
Thai 
mined, 
limits | 
eft term; 
vanel. 
As t 
aid to 


ec; Ara 

Publick Worſhip) exceeding thoſe 
which others bave uſually or ordi- 
aveſl narily : yer by the advantage of 
cir | Publick Worſhip every particular : 
ip; || perſon preſent enjoyes the benefit 2 C0r.4-23s 
ur- | of the Miniſters gifts, for the E- 
eth © dification and Conſolation of e- 
hat very one, from whom it is not 
eſt, Þ Þid 3 and ſo may reap in one hour 
ea- || the ſtrength of that which hath 
the | been growing divers years, and 
Ec- | feed upon that which hath beene 
nds | gathering many dayes. This Ec- 
To- Aefaltic Worſhip is ſo natural to 
are | man, that Termllian wondreth, 
ore | How any man can ask for Gods 
ing | Law, iceing it is written openly 
be- ſin the Creatures, and naturally in 
5 of the Tables of Hearts, unto which 
nrs, [the Apoſtle doth appeal, 1 (or.11. 
> at $14. Rom.2.14, & 1.26427. 
wo- | S. 6. This Eccleſiaſtical Wore 
eto [ſhip, is eicher decermined or inde- 
heir | termined, 
eas | That thing is faid to be Diter- 
in- | mined, which _— bounds and 
ter, [limits preſcribe Determinare , 
by eft terminos conſtituere, ſaith Ra- Dan.rg.14 

eng? Fob 14. 13+ 
nt- | As that Worſhip then nay be 
the Iſaid to be uy a which 

is 


Tert.de Cor 
Milit.cap.6. 


ned, whole Adminiftratina and 
on 
onal, Acci - The Pla 

= Ec, pher telleth ws, That Circum- 
+3:0:%  Hances are the particular Conditi- 
ons of lingular Acts, Now ci 
cumſtances are determined in 
Scripture but ia geacral, and Ik 

to Huraage detenminationd8 {pecit, | 
i 12. Thee cas Fa 
Aquin. 12. That the jon of circum 
9,240. . & ſtances, doth chiefly bdong wane 
$3.18. 3-0. Divincs ;z and chat make any 
AXtian cither gaod or bad. And 
Fc0s. Sent 4, Scat teacher 3 That tbe Decer- 
1.4.28.quaſ Pinatian of a thang is twofold 
4.niz (oppoſite no 8 Indetes- 


(26) 
is limited with ceartaine 'Circum- 

and circumſcribed : 
that way be {aid to be indeterwi- 


mination) namely, a Determins- 
tion unto Cantradigaries, or 
Paſitive Divyerkaties : nad thence 


concludeth, that — is 
4licrem pariem Contradefth 

Cl ian 44 diverſs. 
And therefore the determination 
of Sodlemn Warkip to Parochia/ 
Church-communion on the Lacks 
Day, doth cankit with his Inde- 
maincd Worbkip 8: other ou! 

F 
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277 
and _ occalt- 


ONS, 

The (um of all is, That Deter- 
mined and Parochjal  Church- 
Communion, is a Duty im- 
planted by /Nature , otherwiſe it 
were not abſolutely a Meoral-Ne- 
turs] Duty to-worſhip God ſolemn- 


ly at dl; far eyery ſuch Duty, 


which we by the Law of Nature 


owe umtoGed, cannot bur be per- 
petually and univerſally pofie to 


all ; he being perpetually exiſtent 
and preſent with us, and we with 
him, Aaod fobythe Law of Na- 
wure it is Sacriiedg againſt God, 10 
leparare determined Chucchs 


Cp _—_—_—_— ——_ ew 


(28): 


> 


| — — — — 


; . CHAP. IV. 


All Chriſtians ave to jayne 
' themſelves to ſome parti- 
cular viſible Church,whes 
the Lord offereth Occa- 


fron. 
- | | } Wh 


$ 1. MY ſecond fort or kind 

| /+ © of Reaſoning a- 

ainſt the PraQice I _ ; 

educed from plaine Scriprure, 

And here,though I might. plead,as 

Tert.deNMo- Tertullian did, Scriptura negat, quod 
20g.0m, 6.4. 391 notat; That theScripture deny- 
eth that which it teacueth nor; And 

ſeeing this praftice hath no Scri- 
pture-warrant (for any thing that I 

eyer yet ſaw or heard) the PraQti- 

ſexs of it ſhould fear zhat Woe de- 

nounced, not only againſt rhem 

that adde or diminiſh, but likewiſe 

that adulterate the ſenſe of _—_ 

Tertull. de rure. For according to Tertulli- 
Preſer.c.17 «ns Rule, the Scripture is as much 
wronged 


(29) 
wronged by perverring the ſenſe,as 
by : corrupting the words of it. 
But to deal with them with their 
own weapons: Where is it ſaid, 
That you are not to joyne in a de- 
termined Church Communion, to! 
bear your own Paſtor? Where 
are thoſe words written ? If they. 
anfwer, Negatives cannot be pro- 
ved, To this we reply, And where is 
that ſaid ? for we find it no where in 
Scripture,that Negatives cannot be Luk.24.39. 
proved. Yea, we find that Chriſt .Matth, 4.7 
proved Negatives; for he proved ,, 
that himfelt was not a Spirit, That 
God was not' to be. temipted, &c. 
If Negatives are not to be proved, 
_ Negatives are no: wo be belic- 
ved, Ours is an Affirmative, | 
which they yeild may be proved ; ers 
theirs is a Negative,which they ſay Ji Ss Wee wy 
cannot be proved : We then have * 
the better of it 3 there is hope of 
proof on our fide ; theirs is deſpt- 
rate, But though I might deſire 
them to prove their Practice by 
Scripture, yet becauſe with Ter- 
lian, 1 adore the fulnefſe of the ContraHer. 
$criprure,I will ſhew their praCtiſe, mog.c.22, 
who on the Lords Day nezle& the 
publick exerciſes of Divine War- 
C 3 ſhip 


(zo) 
COS frequers ( | 
Congr cate 
rloga hes) other Churches, to be 
Ant-ſcripeural. Thus : 

$ 2. Firſt,all are to joyn chem- 
ſelvesto a vifible Church ; either | 
nya * member —_ 
or Materially conſeſling the 
Faith of the trac viſible Church, 
omen _ 

F Becauſe we ought ro de re 
rogive an anſwer or confefiion to 
every -one that ackah + » Pa, 
Z-I1F- 

2 Decauſe he wbo denyerh Chriff 
before men,hem aifo will Chrift deny 
before bis Father, and the boly An- 
gebs,Mat.10.33. 

3 Becauſe Chrift hath promiſed 
bis _—_ + ap erm as he 
wh in the midſt o golden 
candilefticks,Rev.2 .3. 

4 Becauſe Faith comerh by 
hearing a ſemx Preacher, Rom. 
10.24. 

5 Becauſe ſcparation from a vi- 
fible Church is condemned , 
Hebr. 10. 24. Fude 19:. 1 Joby 
2, 19, 

6 Becauſe the godly ever eiteem- 
2d it a rich favor of God, gy 


(37) 
hold ow the wkire of & Jew; 


thar is,t0 Iave any communion, 
in the Zech.$.z3; 


ty, 
plained of the want rhereof, P41. © 63-12. 
84.r,2,70. 
$ ;z Yerif any die withone the 
Chereh, having fair} in Chriſt, 
and want epporrunity to confeſſe 
him before men, as repenting zt 
the hour of death, . rheir fabvarion 
is fare, becanſe they are-within rhe 
Church. So is ther Maxime to be 
raken, Ext Ecclefion non eft $6 C1m.1cEcc, 
ly z None can be faved who arc © p.272.18 jot 
—— the Church, Vi- 
and Inviſible ; 2s all perifheJ 
mn _— _ torn" = Mr, Blake 
or tnole was any ® Cov. cap.30- 
Church univerfal viſe, 1 would in ow ; 
learn of theminto what particular 
Church the Eunuch was reccived, 
and by Baptiſm aftually and 'fo- 
lemnly admitted ; or whcther be 
was ſtill no Church-member, bur 
an alien and ſtranger to the Com- 
monwealth of Tſraet, not admitted 
to the Church ? And to whar par- 
ticular Congregation the Prophets , 
Apoftles and Evangeliſts joyned 
Sd them- - 


(32) 
themſelves by Covenant ? 
$ 4 There is then a neceſſity 
of joyning our ſelves to ſome parti- 


cular vifible Church ; but it is not. 


Neceſſitas medii, (ed pracepti ; It is 


not ſuch a neceſſity that all are. 


damned whoare not within ſome 
viſible Church. For Auguſtine tru- 
Augoft. ly ſaith, There be many - with- 
#n the Church, and many Sheep with- 
ous, But if the Lord offer oppor- 
tunity,all are obliged by his Com- 
mandment of confeſſin Chriſt be- 


fore mengto joyn themſelys to (os 
Viſible=church: for all. 
Tert, de 1- Idolatry, in Tertul/; 


that is, Het 
ſelf to be on 


Eng. Annot 


= Maſters harveſt, it the 
are ſcatterers and deſtroy , 
they chat will not defend Chriſts 
honor 


interr 
the K 
ent fo 
Bur :1 
them( 
churc| 
of pro 
not W 
chriſt 
adjoyr 

L 


(33) - 
honor, at leaſt profeſſe and confefſe 
it (wherein they can) betray his 
cauſe,and are enemies, Yet there is 
a fellowſhip with the viſible church 
internal, of hidden — In 
the Romiſh Babel this is ſuthci- 
em. for ſalvation, Neceſſitate medi, aig" = 
But they want oppertunity to joyne of Pr 9. 
themſelves to the reformed viſible ,,, o0y- 
; - Wir Y 
churches;yet do they fin in the want $7 . 2 
of profetſton of the Truth; and in SE 
not witneſſing againſt the Anti- 
chriſt 3 which,is anſwerable to an 
adjoyning themſelves to a viſible 
> And ſothoſe whodo not 
Gith of the true viſible 
ord affording oppor- 


Chriſt before men, 


{zo) 
Ship Iv their devermined Pacochial 


C jons,and frequert (cate- 
rioga then) other Churches, to be 
Antſciprural. Thus : 

$ 2. Firtt,all are to joyn them- 

ſees to a viſible Church ; either 
Formally + be Q —_— 
or Materially con the 
Fairh of the trac vifible Church, 
CON uy 

F Becauſe we ought ro be re 
togive an anſwer or confeffion to 
every -one that ackah , » Pa, 
3-1F- 

2 Becauſe he who denyeth Chriff 
before men,hem atfo will Chrift deny 
before bis Father, and the boly An- 
geblr,Mat.10.33. 

3 Becauſe Chrift hah promiſed 
—_—_ = wry my as he 
in the midſt of the golden 
candileflicks,Rev.2.3. 

4 Becauſe Faith comerh by 
hearing a ſent Preacher, Rom. 
10.24. 

5 Becauſe ſcparation from a vi- 
fible Church is condemned , 
Mebr. 10. 24. Fude 19%. 1 Joby 
2, 19. 

6 Becauſe the godly ever eitcem- 
2d it a rich fayoer of God, ar 


(31) 
hold on the wire of & Jew; 
thar is;t0 have any communion, 
evert as 2 door-keeper in the Zech. 8.3. 
Honſe of ae God , and have Pal. 27.4. 
defied it exceedingly, and com- © 42-1. &'c 
plained of the want thereof, Pl. © 63-12. 
$4.r,2,70, 

& z Yerif any die withone rhe 

Chereh, having fairl} in Chriſt, 

wart epporrurtiry to confeſſe 
him before men, as repenting 2t 
the hour of death, . rheir : 
is fare, becenſe they are-within che 
Church. $So is rhae Maxime to be 
raker, Ext Ecckfion non eft Sa C1m.1cEcc. 
lzs z None can be ſaved who arc & p.272.18 jot 
—_——— the Church, Vi- 

#nd Inviſible; 2s all perifheJ 
who werent in Noahy Ark. As Mfr, Blue 
for thoſe whodeny any being of 2 C0. cap.30- 
Church unirerfal viftble, T' would ;7; fine. 
learn of themimto what particular 
Church the Eunuch was reccived, 
and by Baptiſm afQtually and fo- 
lemnly admitted ; or whcther be 
was ſtill no Clurch-member, bur 
an alien and ſtranger to the Com- 
monwealth of Iſraet, not admitted 
tothe Church ? And to whar par- 
ticular Congregation the Prophers , 
Apoftles and Evangeliſts joyned 

C46 them- ' 


(32) 
themſelves by Covenant ? 

$ 4 There isthen a neceſſity 
of joyning our ſelves to ſome parti- 
cular viſible Church 3 bur it is not 
Neceſſitas medii, (ed pracepti ; It is 


not ſuch a neceſſity that all are. 


damned whoare not within ſome 
viſible Church. For Auguſtine tru- 
ly ſaith, There be many Wolves with- 
inthe Church, and many Sheep with- 
out, Burt if the Lord offer oppor- 
tunity ,all are obliged by his Com- 
mandment of conteſſing Chriſt be- 
fore men,to joyn rhemſelys to ſome 
Viſible=church: for all Denying,is 
Tert, de J- 1dolatry, in Tertullzans judgment, 
dolol.c.22, And be denyeth Chriſt, chart is not 
with him,or for him. So our Sa- 
viour teacheth, Luke 11.23. He that 
i not with mes againſt me ; and he 
that gatherethnot with mc, ſcattcreth, 
that is, He that declareth not bim- 
ſelf to be on my fide, is againſt me, 
There are no Neuters ; 4 there is 
no man but he is either Chriſts or 
Satans. As in war, he that fight- 

e:h not for his Prince is an enemy. 
As they which are to gather in their 
Maſters harveſt, it they negle& it, 
are ſcatterers and dcſtroyers; fo 

they that will not defend Chrifts 
honor 


Auguſt. 


Eng. Annot 
on Mat. 12. 
30, 


honot 
it (\ 
cauſe, 
a fello 
intern 
the R 
ent for 
Burt th 
themſ 
churcl 
of pro! 
not w 
chriſt 
adjoyn 
church 


ten dar 


dj 


honor, at leaſt profeſſe and confefſe 

ity. | it (wherein they can) betray his 

ti= | cauſe,and are enemies, Yet there is 

not || afellowſhip with the viſible church 

- is || internal, 4 _—_ — In 

are. | the Romzſh Babel this is ſufhci- 

me || cm for ſalvation, Neceſſitare medi, av os 

ru- | Butthey want opportunity to joyne of Pre _ 

th. | themſelves to the reformed viſible A « 

th- | churches; yet do they fin in the want _ Tg - 

"= | of profetſton of the Truth, and in FE - 
m- || not witnefling againſt the Anti- 
= | chriſt 5 which,is anſwerable to an 
ne || adoyning themſelves to a viſible 
jig | church. And ſothoſe whodo not 
nt, | profeſs the faith of the true viſible 
zot | church (the Lord affording oppor- 
32- | tunity) deny Chriſt before men, 
hit | Andthis external fellowfhip is ne- 
be | celſary to all, Neceſſitate Pracepti : 

th, [though che Lord graciouſly pardon 

n- |[this, as an infirmity in'hisown , 

ie, [| who for fear of cruel perſecution,of- - 


is [ten dare not confeſſe Chrift. 


*% 


CH-AP..YV. 


we are bound to Hearing in 
our own determined Con- 
gregations, Neceſlitate- 
Pracepti. 


$ 1. GEcondl , Hawſocver we 
be nor 


unto hes-- 


ring in our own Co $0ns,. Ef (cients 
Neceſſuate Medii,as if ls grace ſelves | 
were tyed to the Mcanes this way : | fter a: 
Yet Neceſſnaze Pracepti, we are, if ÞÞ þ;9 c+ 
we confidex Gods Commandment ; - 
In no other way can we expeSt the 
Lords ordinary preſence, promilſc, 
and acceptance ? - See Heb. 3.17. 
x Theſſ.5.12. kis a curſe, to be 
as Sheep baving no ſhepherd, Matth. 
9.36.. that is, ſcattered abroad,not 
knowing where to get food,and ex-+ 

Pf119476 poſed to many Seducers, as peaple 

«119.179 without a Paſtor. Ther 
[nr deed a Scattering enforc 
* "37 men are driven by vic 


35)" | 

Gods ſervice, bur thatis 'ndt the 
ſcattering meant by our. Saviour'z | 
but 8 volumary ftraying 5 when 
p:opte are nor willing only, bur 
| love to wander; as 26 14.10. £4 
_— n of ſe _ * Som S ' 
corporal, 4 \piri in 
by which —_ chamtalves 
wander from God, and go aftray pſy1.cg.. - 
from che way of Truck and Life ; | 
from thoſe wayes and courſes that 
God hath preſcribed them in his - 
Word,and direaed themumo by - 
his Spirit: as they, Plal.14.3.4 

$ 2. It is rhe Duty of all con- 
ſcientious Chriſtians to fer theme / 
ſelves under ſome particular Mini- 
ſter as their y and to hear | 

Dr. Amer proves Ame}. He 


ly, ro (ett 
one particular Paſtor, and to joyne 
themiſelvs to a determpined or pacti-- 
cular Church, . 
r Becauſe it is Chriſts inſticu- 
| tion, AſatÞ.18.17. in which there. 
is a neceffity, Neon Pracepti- tans - 
tum, ſed & Medii : He addatb fire: 
Reaſons more, Which for brovicies- 
« fi 


2+ Becauſe every Flock muſt be 

under an Overſeer, «As 20. 28, 
& 18. 23, If we be the flock of 
Chriſt, we muſt have a ſhepherd, 
who. ſhall feed us. in Chriſts 
Kead.. 
- 3 Becauſe our perfeRion and e-- 
dification dependeth ordinarily up- 
on our particular Teacher , _ to 
which end Paſtors were given,Eph, 
4- 11,12, andparticular Guides, 
as Philiprothe Eunuch, 

4. Becauſe Paſtors are to preach 
conſtantly, 2 Tim, 4, 2. eſpecially 
on the Lords Day they ſhould not 
omit to preach. Forenoon and Af- 

Ame. de rernoon. Dr, Ames notes, that to 
Conſe "hes the Santification of that Day, ex- 
*-4-** erciſes of publick Worſhip in a 
33-#%*4-. Church, well conſtituted, and en- 
joying her Liberty, ought to bee 

held forth forenoon and afternoon. 

Halfe the Lords Day ſpent in Re- 

ligion will not ſuſfice to diſcharge 

from the ſecond = _— on, 

that Day : :For if the Law of, Na- 

non. _ ture determine for every worky-day 
- 48 T 6:11. of mans life,at leaſt a double atren- 
7-5- . dance upon Gad, asneceſlary unto 
all men, much more onthe Lards 

day. The oa, +”: 

ere 


(37) 

here determined, the ſervice may 
be ſo ſuddenly diſpatched, as no- 
thing but want of will and Dzvo- 
tion can be aſſigned, asthe cauſe 
of not tendring that double pro- 
portion on the moſt - buſie day, 
_ any . man hath in his whole | 
like, 

$ 3. Furthermore , reverend 
Mr. Collings proves by four At= Vindicie 
guments, that it is the duty of pri- Miniſt. E- 
vate Chriſtians, who have ſet vang.queſt, 
themſelves under particularPaſtors, 5.p.82. 
not to negle& them when they do 
preach. For, 

1. To what purpoſe made they 
choice of him ? 

2, He hath a particular over- - 
fight over them committed to him, 
AF.20.28. 1 Pet.5.2. 1 Theſſ.5.12 : 
Hebr 13.17, 4. 

3 A Paſtors more eſpecial tye 
to his own Flock then another, 
(A.20.28. 1 Pet.5.2.Jargues that - 
they are more eſpecially tied to 
him, and that he is appointed to 
fced them, 

4 Chriſtians own Paſtors have 
amore ſpecial diſpenſation of the 
grace of God given them to them- 
ward,Epb.z.2, Of which moreful> - 
ly,Chap.6.. : Now . 


(38) 
Now then, lay theſe together; Is - 

it the duty of private Chriſtians, 

who have ſer themielys under their 

particulat Paſtors, to attend divine 
Ordinances on the Lords day, de- 

livered forenoon and _—_ ? 

- Burſce the times, Reader ! It is }a- 
da ? mentable ro conſider the lictle aſe 
lirem. in *hatis made of Gods Ordinances 
Prefs, inmoltplaces 3 Preachers too often 
(I tremble to ſpeak ity or write it) 

be uſcd like Poſt-hborſes, ſpurred on 

till they be ſpent, and then a freſh 
is called for ; ..in the mean time the. 

world fits ſtil;and thinks ro be ſaved 

for h:aring. Reader, mourn for 

this, weep for this 3 for this boads 


a Judgment 3 the Lord will ſurely 
reckon for the blood of bis ſeryants, 
Naxian. ad (pent, as well as ſhed. Sce Nayi-+ 
Baſ. «nzen his complaint,Bpift.3 x. 
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CHAP. VI. 


God afjigneth unto every or. 
dinary Paſtor a portion of 
his people, to be inftrmutted * 
by bim. 


$1. irdly, . A Miniſters 
Ton; is termed fin 
Scripture, The Grace of God . as 
Rom.1.y. Epheſ.3.2, And it is 
ſo termed in a twofold reſpe& : 
1. Becauſe the Gy tothe 
Ny he - is of gr grace 
2. And the facy ualityi 
+ x it, is fromthe 7, galifyng 


The Miniſterial Fan&ion then 
hach theſe rwo properties : 

x Tr is founded in the free 
pleaſure of God,G4.1.1 5. 


Riv.in voce 


Gratia. 


— dift, 


2. > GSO which ca- 


blech any man to che my- 
fries f the to dice i the 


(40) 
meer grace of God, 1 Cor. 15,10, 
From theſe premilles I infer, That 
as God giveth Miniſters their Cal- 
ling, fo alſo their people, toward 
whom he will blefſe their labours. 
It is true, the care of all the Chur- 


2C0Y.11.28 ches was laid on the Apoſtle 3 but 


Bains ad 
logum., - 


not ſo now: for whereſoever God- 
now- giveth a Miniſterial Cailing, 
there he giveth a people, of whom 
the Miniſter may fay, Towards 
you grace is given me of God. 
This is Mr. Bazns his oblervati- 
on on Epheſ.z.2. That Chriſtians 
own Paſtors have a more ſpecial 
diſpenſation of the grace of God 
eiven them to thcm-ward,Whence 
he concludeth; This ſhould inſtrut 
people to depend eſpecially on thoſe 
who are ſet over them, for thoſe are 
they who are furniſhed from God - 
in an eminent manner with grace 
towards them : * They are fooliſh . 
Pigeons that know not their owne 
Lockers 3 and fooliſh ſheep that . 
know not their ſhepherds voice; 
and fooliſh people that know not . 
their Minifter, 
$& 2, Hence then it is evident, 
That God affigneth to every ordi- - 
nary Miniſter a portion of his my 
Pi - 


We... 
ple. This isthe difference between: 
Ordinary and Extraordinary Pa- 
ſtors. For ordinary Miniſters,the 
Lord commanded to faſten them 
to certain places; Ordain Elders 
in every City, Tit.i.5, And inthe 
Councel of Chalcedon it is decreed, 
Nemo [ag omg eo none 
be Ordained at large, leſt he prove 
a wandring Jonathan, Caranza ng = 
addeth three other Councels, that 3*5* #76 
decreed a wandring Levite not to —_— 
be admitted into communion : the 7 im 
reaſon is rendred by the Canoniſts, Foo farmed 
Ne dicatur, Mendicat in palaſtra in- 
felix Clericus, Every Miniſter 
then muſt be ſeparated, authorized, 
and have allotted to him a certaine 
portion of people, which may bee 
inſtrued by him : which the di- 
minutive TToluyzoy, not Toy)» 
may ſeem to infinunte in the Scri> 
prure. Now as God giveth to e- 
very Paſtor his hrack Flock, fo 
he will that we take pains in lead- 
ing them. We muſt not ' Axe- 
T&otTIouLoreay, be Biſhops in o- 
ther mens Dioceſles, leſt God (ay, 
Who requireth this at your hand ? 
When the Lord lighteth Candles, 
he findeth candleſticks on which 
CY 


Conc.( hal- 
ced.c.6. An. 
451. Epdte 


rAn.895. 
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(42) 
to ſer them ; and when hee gi- 
—_ 2 oo 0 = 3 

e _— w s$ Fun- 
Grion ſhould exerciſed,in whoſe 
conſcrences{uniefle rhey be ſeared) 
he giveth hisMiniftcr a pecuttior re- 


port. | 

$& 3. Indeed if any come to 

Congregations , 2$ wanti 
food by the Worl 
and Sacramenms , then it is 
good for a Miniſter to bee like a 
om ——_ (faith Mr. Bens) 
fo full brefted that ſhee can bork 
a draught to her neigh- 
bours. Eſpecially the bats of 
the Covenant are not to be de- 
dro ved Profeſſors of a- 
regation : for wee. 
hold, all whe profefſe the Faith 
of Chriſt ro be Members of 'the 
Vi6ble Church, chongh they bee. 
not members of a vi con: 
gregarion 3 2nd that the Seals of 
the Covenan ſhould not be de- 
nyed them. Burts ler an ich of 
vain glory carry us fo far , as to 
affet this chat cometh from 
without , and be cold at home; 
this is to forget where our grace 
prin- 


43! 
ncipaty lyerh. Miniſters arc 
nn — o_ rs ma 
own Sphere. y not, as if it 
were not lawſal in fome cafes, ro 
lend our labour elſewhere. For 
(due circumſtances confideredYwe 


may ſay 88 he, Come belpmin Ma- eA7.16.9 


cedonis, And ir was a cuſtome in 
the Primitive times (as Clemens 
reſtificth) rhar if any Presbyrer or 
Biſhop came ro another , rhey 
ſhall be entrexce to preach, be- 
cauſe i falteth our, #s Chrif 


faith, ef Prophet is not withow ho- M1t.13.57. 


wr, ſave inhis own Connery, and in 
bis own houſe. 
Paſtors then do warrantably 


prforme Paſtoral Acts in other 17 Ruthey-- 
regations befide their own : ford ubi ſu- 
+ Becauſe wee hold, that by P714-9-204- 


Calling or Ocdinarion, a Mint-- 
fter is made a Paſtor z by Ele-- 
&ion. only he is. reſtrained ro be 
ordinarily the Paſtor of his 
Flock. 

2 A Paſtor is a Paſtor of rhe 
Cxholick Church , though - he 
be not a Cartiolick Paſtor of the 
Catholick Charch, as were the A- 
poſtles. 


$ 4. Nei-, 


St rabo 
Geogr.l.10 terh.. And among 
f.471d, 


(44) 
$ 4. EA this beta- 
ken , as if we would clack you 
( as reverend Bains phraſeth i ) 
altogether under our wings, or 
ſought further property, then we 
have from the Lord; but « is 
your good: that doth | cnfoxce. us 
to ſpeak it 3 for till, you know 
your Paſtors ſct. over you , the 
Wolfe doth thrcaten you. And 
look, that as it is in Marriage : it 
is not the having of a husband , 
which maketh a wife free from 
all underminers of chaſtity , bur 
the loving her husband: So in 
this Marriage cf Paſtor and 
People; it 1s not the having cf 
a Preacher, which dcth ſecure 
you from fin, ſatan, or ſeduce- 
ment; but the acknowledging 
of him, and depenuing on 
bim in the Lord. 
did the Heathen by the light 
of Nature reverence their Mu- 
ties of old, the Slaves of 
their Idol Gods, that ſometimes 
they called their Prieſts by the 
name of Gods, as Strabo repor- 
riſtians, I 


So much  -Ln: 


never read nor heard of an. hap-' ». 


PY 


(45) 
py Church without a goodGuide, 
and a dependance on him, and 
obedience to him, Ir is a farre 
lefſe fin to be unlearned then 
unteachable,, ſaith eAguſtine, O Auguſt.con; 
be taught then ,- not! to depart tra Academ 
from your determined place of 6jb,z.c.7. 
worſhipping the Lord ; for in it, 

God hath the higheſt honour , 

and returnes unto you the | high- 

eſt bleſſings, by the diſpenſation 

of the grace of God, which is 

iven your Paſtor to you-ward. E | 
| pea wilful : for the more wilful, pheſc3.2. 
eſpecially apart deliberation, the 

more wickee, 


-- "_ 
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CHAP. VIL 


Separation from determined 
 reproved,1 Cor.1.12.a0d 
$-4- 


$S 1, POuwrhly This par 
Rice is evidently 54+ || plaias 
-proved, x C0r.1.12. For in the &Þ pleph 
church of Corinth, which Paul had E third: 
planted, Hos had watered, and jÞ Capby 
which God had bleſſed, and given & 
_—_— z yet even _— is = 
hurcheſeparation, One - | pendi 
eth for Paul, another for Apollos, || gifts, 
ancther for (ephgs. Weeds, they || nal, 1 
vill ging up, thougb Pad never | painn 
planted them, nor watered || tion, 
_ to —_— _— much 
m; and yer they wi an | 33, 
aq And 3003.4 the A- che 
of Poltle tacitely infinuates mayo . 
Siren] ment & Minorj ad Majue: It it 
wac 


EE. indori- 
or allay. You mate > ma 
__ his T6 Feyer, oe 
over-high do 

had of ſuch as indecd deſerved ©&- 
Germ and double honour, _ 
lay, 1 ansf Pad, 1 an 

they are the words of nmr 


So and chus 
vas, one likerh the 
of Pad, anather rhe am- 


2. .. You ſee then he - Corin- 
thians vaniy, yrs if 8 


tion, Are ye res, FF Tn 
much that che Apollle, 1 Cor. L 
I 3-gireth chree Reaſons why fuch 
church-{cparaczon fhould be fhwn- 


a Becauſe Choiſt formers by 
that 


(48) 
that means to be divided and torn 
in pieces, who cannot be the head 
of two diverſe and diſagreeing bo- 
dies,bimſelf being but one. Is Chrift 
divided ? 

2 Becauſe they cannot without 
injury to God, ſo depend on men, 
as on Chriſt z which thing, no 
doubt they do,who allow wharſoe- 
vet ſome man ſpeaketh, even for his 
perſon ſake ; approving one ſelfe- 
lame Goſpel ; | being uttered by 
one man,andidiſliking it being ut- 
reted by another man 3 Was Paul 
crucified for you ? 

i Becauſe iris the form any 
end of Baptiſm to make a promiſe 
to Chriſt alone, calling onto the 
Name of the Father and the. Holy 
Ghoſt ; therefore if a man- depend 
.on ſome certain Teachers, and de- 
ſpiſe others, he forſaketh Chriſt : 

if he held Chriſt his only Ma» 
ſer, he would hear him teaching by 
- whomſoever # Were ye baptized mn 
_ the name of Paul? 

«+:  $ 3 Overmuch dotage then 
upon any. canceived excellency. of 
Holinefle, Learning, Eloquencez or 
the like, without a ſpecial eye to 
Gods commandment, hath ever 


been 


been the occaſion of greateſt Errors 
in the world, Satan under this Mr. Mede 
mask uſeth to blear our eyes, |, 
and with this bait to inveigle Ger.3.43 
our hearts, that hee might ſe- 
curely bring us to his lure, It 
was the mask of the Serpents Gen.3.1. 
Wiſdome and Sagaciry above 
the reſt of the beaſts of the 
field , whereby he brought to 
paſſe our firſt parents | ruine. 
The admirable wiſdome of the 
long lived - Fathers of the elder 
world , having been for ſo ma- 
ny Ages as Oracles to their 
Of-ſpring , growne even to a 
People and Nation while they 
yet lived , was the ground of 
the ancient Tdolatry of Mankind. 
whilſt they ſuppoſed that thoſe, 
to whom for wiſedome they had 
recourſe, being living, could 
not but help them being dead. 
This we may karn out of He- Hefiod,Oper 
fod: The men (faith he) of & Dier,l.1 
the golden age, being once dead, Ver.123. 
became, 
— — warts Tyi]or ay- 
| rarray. 
06 pa quadarses Th Dinas *y 
oATMQ igye- 
D Tbey 
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"They became Godlings and Pa- 


mortal men, as if they 
good and eyil works, 


trons 
knew their 


\$o the opinion of the blefied 


Martyrs ſuperlative gluiy in 
heaven, was made the occalion 


'of the new found Idolanty of 


z Theſ.2.7, 
Gal. 2,11, 
Ge. 


Chriſtians, wherewich they are 
for the greater part . yet overs 
whelmed, And the cfteame 
which Peter had above the reſi 
of the Apoſtles in regard of 
Chictdome, evea in the Apo 
ſles times, was abuſed by the 
old Deceiver to inſtall the Man 
of in, This made Saim 
Paul to ſay, The Myſtery of ini- 
quity was cven then working : 
and therefore laboured, as far 
as he could to prevent it, by a 
thuch depreiiug Peter, as ochers 
exalred hing, Nay, he puts us all 
jn mind EN ory of the Ser» 
peas beguiling Twe, that her 
Mmiſ-hap raight be a waning ig 
all, 2 Coramth 11.243. 

And to conclude; Have net 
Papiits, when they would get 
Diiciples , learned this of 
Dive 2» (0 pallelle them firſt 


with an opinion of = 


ES EEESS 


5 2 


T2 e 


wa 
S 
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Learning, Holineſle, and »- 
ther Gifts , o” racer "oc, 
ſurpalsing any of ours? T will 
ſay no more of this, but that 


he ſa to prize and ad- 
a Gigs and Abilicies, 


which God hath beRowed wpe 
men, that the Pole-Star of his 
ſacred Ward may ever bein out 


eye. 


—_ OBO TOS EE —_——_——_  ___o_—__ 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Lord commundeth to 
worſhip bis orderly ': 
which is uat obſerved in 

(7 mined Church: com: 
mann. 


S 1. err rr ogrs 


Leed, as the ro gn] Pcaing ia - 
blefed Tri have put cham» 
{elres. in er , to. thew hay 
INES «: Aa{ ade is 8 

D 2 thing 


(52) 


thing fo neerly concerning us, as 


Mat.28.19. tek Order once, and bfeak 
i FP 5:7. both your Staves (faith God in 
Zech.10.7 Zachary) both that of Beauty y and 


en.1.3., 


that of Bands, The Staffe of 
Beauty 3 for no #vggyuootyn , no 
manner of decency. or comelinels 
without it, but all out of faſhion, 
The ſtaffe of Bands; for no 
Feebwua, no kind of Steadineſle or 
conſtancy, but all looſe without 


- it : All falls back to the firſt To-Þ 
312 47 Þu and Bobu ; for all is Tohif 


(empty and void) if God fill nat 
in Order ; all is Bohu, a diſor- 
dered rude chaos of confuſion, if 
Chriſt order it not. Every body 
falls to be doing with every thing, 
and ſo nothing done; nothing 
well done,l am ſure. Every man 
then ſhould , whatever his Gifts 
be, order his Place and Standin 
in Divine Worſhip by Chrif -. 
ſigned him. This is judged need- 
ful even in ſecular matters, Write 
one never ſo fair an thand, if :hee 
bavenort Orderly the Calling of 
a publick Notary , his Wriking is 
not authentical : Be one never fo 
good a Lawyer, if he be not order- 
ed to bea Judge, he can give no 
definitive 


\ 
Jefinitive Senrence, The Order of 


Nature is prefixed by God, and is Scot, EL. 2. 


neceſſarily to'be obſerved by every 


Sent, d. 2, 


Natural cauſe, ſaith one School- 4! 2:73» 


man : And whereſoever there is a 
beginning, there muſt be ſome Or- 
derſaith another. 

$ 2. Tgnorance of the Truth, 
as Lafantizs noteth well > ma- 
keth incertam labentemque ſenten- 
tiam, an uncertain and {lippery af- 
fertion, Will-Worſhip is no Re- 


| ligious AR,becauſe it is not direR- 


Intentions enough. We muſt 
certain of Gods reycaled will to 
order us in his Worſhip, otherwiſe 
we cannot do it in faith, Now 
this is. Will-Worſhip, to make a- 
ny thing anſwer for -Gods Wor- 
ſhip, to our ſelves, of our fetves, 
without Ocder from God, and 


pol Divine Order. Neicher are 


Aquin, 21, 


26.1.0. 


Fobn 4. 23 


warrant of his Word. We Amos Y.2bs 


muſt be Paſsive » not Active 
here. Mans Deviſe and Self-wiſ- 
dome at the beſt, pretend what he 


will, is no warrant for Gods. 


Worſhip ; eſpecially Amphibo- 

lies, Equivocations, Mental Re- 

ſervations, or the like : for how- 

ſoever they may fGilence the cry of 
D 


Coloſ-2.22 + 


2 $4M. 16» 
16 


3 2 
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a catngt confcienece, yer they arc 
but ſhifts and ſhuffles, which have 
no ground from Geds Word, 
Though Iſrael had builded Tem- 
ples in Dan and Beabel,co the me- 
mary of God, yet the Lord calls it, 
a forgetting of him their Maker. 
God will be worſhipped onely by 
—_ of his Word. Nowith» 
. j 


dle life, and without order. And 
though he were to work on the 


Week dayes without ſweat or weas» 

rinefſe, yet on the Sabbath ( by 

Gads example, if nor by his com» 

mand) he was to ccft from that 

work, to give himſelt more inven» 

tively tothe Worſhip of God, and 
communion with God 3 which he 

could not fo well do, if he did a- 

ny thiag elſe at the ſame time, It 

is noe then as Anax1goras laid, (and 

Leen. l.3 our Atheiſts and Epicures .do) 
6.9 Man was born to (ee the Sun, and 
look unto the Hzavensz but to 

teek, know, and (ervethe Lord his 

Milt:r, He not only giverb ys 

ut 


TITT2;2888 


_ 
bt 
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bur means alſo, by which we may 
orderiy, diſtin&ly, obſerving duc AG-17.27.' 
cicurnflances, eome to yy 
him. 

S. 3. A thing then may bee 
food in the ſubſtance, and yer in 
the Cireumftences (Time, Place, 
Perſon, &c.) unwerrantable, As 1; 
the Iſraelites worſhipping in the p17, 
High Places 3 the Duty was good, 
but the place where it was perfor-" 
wed ,was prohibited : fo the Duty 
of Wilk-worſhip in the Tadererm}- 
nate Service of God, in a Church 
enjoying ber freedome, the Schook» 
men tel|eth us, Thar the Circume Aqui. 12, 
Nance ——_—_ the Sin. In 73-7-0- 
matters ther coneerne God, -who 
is fo fit tobe confulted with, as be 
whom God ſetteth over us, and or- 
daintth for the ſelf-ſame purpoſe ? 
In the order of the Univerſe, not 
only is theKind or Species intend- 
ed, bur alſo rhe individuals in the 
principal parts rhexcof, ſaich Seorm. 5,61 inSeur * 
And all things created by God, have j,, 4... 9, 
an order to God, and mutually to ,4,3 _ 


themſelves, ſaith Aquinas; His eAquin. 1. 
reaſon is, Beeauſe all Otder ,,. 0.0, 
dependcth on the Will of God. 106-2». 
Hence-1 mfer, That oftentimes the a 

D- 4 Cit- 
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circumſtance of an Aion marrs 
the ſubſtance 3 and that in divine 
matters,we muſt not only look that 
the body of our ſ{:rvice be ſound, 
but that the cloathes be fat. The 
Princes of the Philiſtines bad be» 
10 f£oregiven their voices what ſhould 
be done with' the Ark of God, 
yet nothing is done without the 
dire&ion and aſſent of thoſe whom 
they accounted Sacred, Nature 
it ſelf ſendethus in divine things 
10 thoſe perſons whoſe Calling is Þ 
divine, I: is either diſtruſt , or 
preſumprion, or contempt that car» 
ries us our 'own wayes in ſpiritual 
matters, without adviſing wich 
them, whoſe lips God hath appoin- 
ted to preſerve knowtedge. The 
Philiſtines deſired to be direRed 
by their Pricſts and Diviners in 
1 S4am.6.4 the matter of their Obiation;lWhat 
[ball be the Treſpaſſe Offering (lay 
they) which we ſhall return unto 
God? They knew well that it 
were bootlefſe for them to offer 
what they liſted. Pagans can 
reach us, how unſafe ir is to walk in 
the wayes of Religion wichout a 
determined and Certaine Guide. 
This is likewiſe confirmed by the 
cuſtom 


1 S478.5, 


\ 


cuſtom and Canons of the ancient- 

Church : For it was decreed in 

the Councel at Eliberin,about the : 
yeer 3 10.That if any man(without 4 Conc. Eui- 
lawful cauſe)ſtayed three LordsDays b6r £4Þ.2.1.. 
from bis Pariſh Church, his puniſh- 

ment was, that he ſhould be ſo long- 

time excluded from Chriſtian Aſ- 

ſemblies, Moreover Cortolanus 

Citeth out of Burchard another Ca=- 

| non of the ſame Councel,in which 

it was determined, Thas they who 


is | came ſeldom to their Pariſh Church, 


| ſhould not at their approach to death, 

be admitted into [4 mmunion, before 
they brought forth fruits meet far 
repentance, 

$4 In vain is comfort expe&ed g Het: 
from God, if we conſult not with Contemp.81 1 
his particular Vice-gerent , that 
hath overſight over us : For D4- ' 
vid in his diltreſle for Ziklag,ſpoil- * $47-30-7 * 
ed by the Amalckites, called for 
Abiather ; he could not live in the 
Court of Achiſh a Heathen King, 
without his . Seer and overſeer, 
Hence Gad is called Davids Seer, 
2 Sam. 24.11, Heman the Kt s Ravanel, in 1 
Seer, 1 (bron. 25.5. Fedubun the Yidere. . 
Kings Seer, 2 Chron. 35.15, be- 
cauſe they put their Kings princi- 

D535, paly. 
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-pally and particulady in mind of 
choſe things waich appertained ro 
the ſervice and warſhip of the 
Lord. Andii David a Propher, 
a man afkcer G2.1s awn h:archad 
need of a particular Seer ; ſhould 
Noc meane and ordinary Chriſti» 
ans much more artenl to the dire» 
Rions and inftruRions of. their 
particular Guides, allotzed to 

 _ them,and allowedby the Lord, who 

See Engliſh is the G>4 of Order, ani ac 

Annotat.in the Auchour of Coatuben ;. 

1 Cor. 14. and hath commandel all things 

40. 9 be dane dec:a;ly and in .or-- 
r?- - 


— CHAP, IJ, 


We are bouna to heariag- tn 
our particular (ongroge- 
tions by Chriſts Doftrine 
aud Example. 


$ 1, CQixtbly,Gods coverant 
" Indecd is general wich 
all his Creatures 3 more particu- 


Gen.g.9.18 * 


lar with Man, oy more with his Fer. 33-49 / 


Church , moſt ſp:cial with his 
Eiet ; 3nd in his Church with his 


wenmangs pix - Naw this Co- - 


venant with GoJs Miniftacs and 
Mceſſenzers is eycrlaſting, in all a- 
ges generations, . Ys Gods 
Covenant abragates not his owac 
Rizhc, Power and Sqyeraignty 3 
nor aþates rhe role and Authority 
of his Law, nor their deyiztians 


and corrup:ions 3 nay, his Curſe, 


upan finfyl Prieſts andPaſto:s darh 


ax annibilare or evacuate that Co- - 
Venant 


vad 

yenant, In regard of this Covye- 
Me.23.3, ant it is,that our Saviour intimates 
3 thatall Teachers fit in Moſes Scar, 

as Expounders of Gods Will, no 

Engl. Ann. l:fle then the Scribes and Phariſces, 
in locum, For Ka importerh the Of- 
'  fice of a Teaching the Word of 

God, Law and Goſpel 3 becauſe 

while men taught, rhey were wont 

to ſit. Suidgs therefore interpret- 

eth naYJdeg by ge o15, a fit- 
ting or tarrying 3 becauſe God ap- 

pointed Teachers. of the Law, 

therefore Chriſt would have them 

to be heard, though their Perſons 

were wicked. All whatſoever they 

bid you obſerye, that obſerve and 

do, While Paſtors have a Cal- 

Mal.2.7 ling to preach and deliver the 
Truth, they muſt be heard, though, 

not —_— » Where they "=_ 

Not. us our Sayiour ſpeaketh 
Chryſ-Hom. 7c,;-h Chryſoftome) All oF ar -ag 
mz: they bid you obſerve that obſerve and 
do, leſt he ſhould leave the Hear- 
ers any occaſion of Diſobedience, 
to their greater condemnation, or 
contempt of their Miniſtry whom 
he ſhould ſend after. In the Mi- 
niſtry the Ordinance of God is to. 
be conltdered 3 Sive Paulie, five. 
Fur, 


Buda 
lauat 
Paul 
waſh 
putte 
Cypr 

$: 
clear 
ed th 
Prict 
teach 
towa 
adhu, 
ſacri 
himl 
crilec 


Paul or Fulas _ 5 
waſheth away, 


Cypr, 


Fudas baptizet, Chriſtus peccatuns 
ltuat, abſolvit, & dclet. Whether 
Chri 


orgiveth, 


$: 2 Our Saviour when he had 
cleanſcd the ten Lepers,command 
ed them to ſhew themlſelves to the 
Pricſts, Luke 17.14, which ſhould 
teach us Humility and ſubjeRion. 


roward our Paſtors, Sacerdotem + Cypr, Ll. 3 
adbuc appellabat, quem ſcicbas cfſe Ep,g. 


ſacrilegum: For Chriſt yet called 
himPrieſt, whom he knew to be ſa-- 
crilegious,fairh Cyprian, Qur Savi- 
our [hcewite, who could as eaſily 
have taught Paul immediately what 


he would haye him to do, would 
yet ſend him to Ananias (Ananias. 
as ignorant. of Gods will herein, as © * 


Saul at preſent, and ſtarting at,and 
declining the office enjoyned him) , 
to .cofirm the . particular authority 
of the Miniſtry of - particular men 


ſet over us in the Lordz. and to 
teach all Hearers to attend unto it, 


as the very Ocdinance and power 


of Gad unto ſalvation, 


Chriſt. 


could likewiſe, eddem oper4, bave 


inftzucted the Centurion by the. 
b Angel. 


De Bapt. 
__ Chrifti.1n- 
putterh away ſin, De Bapt. (br. —_ 


Ai.gao.. 


Rom. 16: 
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elz but he cauſed him to ſend 
Aft.10:3.. ponQ hed for Peter to Foppa, to 
Oo. come'and enform him for the ſame 
end, and lefc him not to the in» 
KruQion 9% 7Vx0F] Or, of one at 

random, 
$ 2. Buthere once for all, leſt 
we ſhould be miſunderſtood : We 
Bellarm. de abhor the Doftrine of Bellarmine, 
Cleric. L.2. who teacheth,Cum Paſtor ordinari- 
C8, u & aliquis alius qui prelicat non 
Pocat is, contraris docent , debet 
omgin poprtl 1s Paſtorem ſuum ports 
ſequi, quam tlhum atterum qui non 
” Paſtor ; etizmfs forte continge- 
ret, nt Paſtor erravet: When an 
ordinary Paſtor and another who 
is- not called to be a Paſtar, do 
reach chings contrary, the people 
ought rather to follow their owne 
Paſtor then the. other who is no 


Paſtor, though ir fall out chat rbe 
Paſter do erre. 
In _—_— deteſt the 
_ Doctrine of Tolet the Jeſuite, who 
ho = ſaich,#6 Ruftious cinrd ariiculys cre 
cerd.L.4c.3 = ſus Eprſcops proponentt eliquod 


Haereticiem, meyer ercden- 
do, licer fit error : If a Coyntrey 
man, beſide Chriſtian Articles, do 
bilieve his Biſhop broaching an 

Herefie 


SeF.6 


Herelie, be merizech by believing). 
though ic be an Evwgr. 

Fucrhermore, ic is a fearful Dz» 
Qrine which Bell&rmine teachech, Beltarm. de 
Si autem Papa erraret pracipiendo Rom. Pont. 
vitis, val prohibenlo virtutes, tene- $4 -c- 
r#tur Eccleſia credere witia effe bo- © 
r,& virtutes milas: If rhe Pope. 
ſhould erre by commanding Vices, 
anJ forbidding Vertueshe Church 
were bound to believe, rhat Vices 
were good, and Vertyes evil. 

And we condemn the intolera- 
ble preſumprion of the Councel of 
Tren!, that (ealeth yp their Canons 
wich ſo many Anathemz's to them 
who diilſeng from their Errors. Yes 
not onely did their: Schaolman, 
Willians of Occam , ach the con» Occam part 
trary in effeR to all cheſe, $i Papa 1.1.5. c,28, 
& maxims celebres Epiſcopi ingi- 
dant in Herefin ad Catholics diva- 
lats eſt poteſbi5 omuis judicandi; it 
the Pope and che principal Biſhops 
of the Chriſtian world do fall iato 
Hereſie , che powers of all Eccle» 
_ | _ ar divol ved to 

remaining Catholick y3 

bs 0 Ovter Clin, i Ce Fo62 
leaps, and aihers, weizing 


— « 41 
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4o the Clergy in Spazn, perſwade 
them to ſeparate theml(elyes 
from thoſe Biſhops who fell* in 
time of perſecution,and denyed the 
Faith, 

$ 4. Now, it is much to be 
admired, that it ſhould be con- 
felled in Theſs , but denyed by 
the world in Hypothefs, that who- 
ſoever oppoſeth, deſpiſeth, or 
perſecuterh the ſervants of Chriſt, 

Luke 10.16 they riſe up to oppoſe Chriſt 

eAfts 9.4 himſclfe, Whar hath the parti- 

1.Theſ, 4.8 cular oppoſcd Paſtor done contrary 
to the general confeſſed Theſis 
or Divine Poſition ? * What hath 
be aſſumed- what the Lord hath 
not put upon him ?- Tf. ye 
take offence at the diſcharge of 
his Office , ir is Gods -doing, 
who fearfully and ins 
threatnerh his -neglet. Bur 
men think they are not ſo filly 
and unreaſonable as their Mini- 
ter would make them; God 
doth not reveal - bis Truth (fay 
they) onely | or- chiefly ro the 
Learned : They have the reach- 
ing of the Spirit as well as their 
Paſtors, But alas, that mem 


ſhould. 


ak. DE IE. . OA 
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ſhould bze ſo ignorant againſt 

both Scripture and Experience! 

Indeed God changeth the Will 

on a ſudden, but he doth not 

infuſe knowledge , eſpecially of 

dithcult points, on a ſudden. If 

hee do, why are we command- , , 
edto ſearch and ftudy the Scri- _ 5-39- 
os: — y them ; 
ay and night? Did they ever 

know _ that was ſuddenly Pſalm 1.3. 
made ſo wiſe , except it were on- 

ly in his own conceit? O.  cur- 


| ſed pride, that will not ſuffer 


one godly man of many, to .. 


| know that hee is ſo tygnoramt; 


and that knowledge cannot bee 
had ſo eafily | But I expe& 
not thar the more filly ignorant 
Profeflors ſhould apprehend this 
or any other Truth , though ir 
bee —_— never (o ns 
or evidemly, Ir is Auguſtines 
ruled caſe : Nullus Far 5 ita Auguft. de 
locutus eſt, ut in onni>us ab om- T11n.1.6.c.1 
nibus intelligeretur: No man 
ſpake ſo plaine, that in all things 
hze was underſtood by all men. 
Pride ever thinks ic cannot err, 


and that rather all the world is 
dark, 


(66) 
dark, = ir feife blind, Phe 
proud Phariſees would not admit 

Fo CE that Chriſt ſhould preach any 

'2 thing wonhy of admiration; 
therefore they ceneluded , that 
their Officers were deceived, 
Pride makes men fo blind and 
ftupid, that they cannot be ſenſ1- 
ble of any the moſt excellent 
graces in thoſe they hate, IT 


was the Phariſces proud opinion | 
(el chen | 


of themſelves, that cau 


w deſpiſe orhers, diffenting 


Aug. Conf. liefe, Ridear mo ifto dicentem, 
lib,10.c,1 2 987 ie non ſenths,& ego dolcam ri 
deniom me. 
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CHAD. x. 


lene  FPe are bound to the Duty 

E of a ay Church- 

Jon communion po the awe 
0 


em | fome of Itch and 
ing Pimirive you 

be- 

em, 


"| $1. Pods And yet we 

have for the ſame 

Police, the churches cuſtomes 

clear enough, which hath eyer 

becn. counted to have ſolid Autho- 

| iiry. Every Society, befides rheic 

" Lawes in Books, have their cu- 

ſomes allo in pradtice z-and theſe 

not to be taken up or laid downe 

\P. | at every manspleaſure. We may 
not reje& chat cuſtom: which we pp,,,; 1. 
cannot: condemn, ſaich Tertxllian, Fel Shake. 
The civil Law (aith, Im9 m4gnt au- s 
thoritatis hoc jus haberur; uodin ran- Pan inde. * 
10n probatum eſt, ut non fuerit ep. Z Tit.z deLe- 


70 comprebendere acceſſe. "— ee 35. 
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are of {o great authority, that 
men remember them without book, 
and writ them not as they do their 
Lawes or Sta.utes. Now as eve- 
ry Society , ſo the Church, be- 
Nides ber Lawes,hath her cuſtoms 
too. I add, that the Apoſtles ana 
their chuches had theiv cuſtomes, 


For about thirty years after Chriſts | 


Aſcenſion, the Apoſtle pleadeth 
cuſtome 3 We (that is, the Apo- 
1C0r.11-16 ſtles) have no ſuch cyſtome, neither 
the Churches of God, Ifto few years 
were enough to make a cuſtome, 
ſhall ir not much more be a cuſtom 
afcer above Sixteen hundred and 
fifty years ? A. cuſtom is ſuſcep- 
tible of more 3nd lefſe 3 the longer 
it runneth, the more ſtrength it 
gathereth, Conſuctudo etiam in 
Tertull. de *fvilibus rebus pro Lege ſuſcipitur, 
Cor. Milit, £9 deficit Lex 3 it is Tertullians 
c.4 Rule ; Cuſtoms: is reccived tor a 
OY Lawzeven in civil bulineſles, where 
there is n» Law. Moreover, as the 
church hath cuſtomes, ſo ſtands up- 
on them , anJ fears not to repeat 
them, Moſes,as a Law-giver, one 
would think, would be all for Law, 
yet he is poſutive ful for cuſtom too. 


1Ack now of the dayes that are p4þ 
which 


Deut.4.3 2. 


which 
that G' 
and 4s) 
uno th 
been 41 
to03 E 
pr Car 
father. 
ſhall ni 
phets 
ſaith, 
and as 
the god 
all: rhi 
Fathe 
cene * 
fince 
Th. & 
cuſtom 
ſome 
allegs 
the wi 
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which were before thee, fence the day 
that God created man upon the earth; 
and ush from the one fide of heaven 
unto the other, whether there hath 
been any ſuch _ Fob is for it 
too Enquirc of the f, 


ormer age,and 
_ thy ſelf to the ſearch of their 
fat 


phets do the ſame 3 for 


Fob 8, 8, 
c 


ers (for we arc but of yeſterday) & 
s ſhall not they tcach thee? The Pro- 


ar 
ſaith, Stand ye inthe wayes,and (ce, Fer.6.16, 


and ask for the old paths, where % 
the good way, and walk thercin, To 
all: rheſe agrecable is that of the 
Fathers, took up in the firſt Ni- 
cene Councel, and which ever 
fince hath been the churches cry, 
Te agx dla n0n xeg]eTw, Letold 
cuſtomes prevail, Thus you ſee cu- 
Rome hath been counted a ſound 
allegation, from the beginning of 
the world. 

S$ 2 Now, that determined 
church-communion was the cu- 
ſtom of the Primitive chriſtians, 
appeareth, ' 

Eirſt, The ſervants of God 
were all with one accord in Solp- 
mons porch, eAf. 5.12. There was 
their appointed place or ordinary 
meeting, . there to preach to the 
people. 


Diodat. in 


Engl. Ann, 
zn locum 


Iren.l.4c.5 


onferngy 
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People. None amang them 'ipre- 


ſumed 10 go toany other place ts 
hear any other Teachers ; None 
amang them preſumed to foriake 


their own publick Aſſembly z or ig 
negled thereof, 30 frequent other 
Congregations .5 wwch lefie any 
privace Coaventicle, Yea. , the 
place of their meeting ſhewed cheir 
conſtant reſolution , to tcRifie the 
trurh of Jeſus, from which no fear 
or danger could then deterr them, 
The Rulers of the $ynagegue, fd, 
22.15, ſent to dihire Paul and his 
company to ſpeak a word: of exhor+ 
tation ,-before the Apolile opened 
his mouth, For as no nas might 
preſume. in thaſe dayes $0 preach 
wihour lewful Aurboriys and at 
Ga ogra. edengade De 

' 3 ' Kgfng "o” 
Arine and praRice of the Ghelkicks 
( the moſt hateful of afl Heraticks) 
that the Miniſters] funGion might 
be:exerciſed by any (man; So Ac» 
ther were Congregations then 
without ſome Government ifor in 


every Sy ce 1 appearcth there 
were ſome FS, Sho rcRraned 
extravagant. gadders , thacdid 6 


ga 40 -2ad dra, ther Like back 
, ding 


re 


7 
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ding 1/rael , they ot took a new 
way in Gods ſervice. Anarchical 
liceatiouſnels is a late ſprung up 
Muſhroom, 
$ 3 Next,hea Ya Lo 

Romans, the ancienteſt (and there=,.,. 
fore a faithful Wiaefe) of er _ 
theſe whom we call Fachers, con-, 7, _ 
firmeth this cuſtom. The main 2.07 
ſcope of his Epiltlc is to exbart the 7 3* 
Coriathians, a Fa&tious people, to 
ſubmic themſelves to their own 
Paſtors, rois HpsoPuTipers VF. 
His Argument whrereby be per- 
ſwadeth them to this Duty, ls, be- 
*7 other, _—_ s = vo- Pag. 57. 

abs Sm Cant Tas Aljlugyie 
ag: Lawtul and laborious (for of 
fuch he fpeaketh) Miniſters can» 
not be rejected, but wrongtully-and 
injuriouſly, Therenfeer be asketh 
this 10n , What kind of men 
are ehey chat forſake or deſpiſe their : 
Overſeers and Miniſters * He Pz 
anſwereth, Of cum uſſoiag) wWHEns 8 59 
xaxias rAnpers ; only theabomi- 
nable, and full of all wickednelle. 
Then he. addeth, T's galoyeet v + Pag. 64 


js weris Sfogenlnr 3 Your 
[eparetion from ES, ma- 
ny. 
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ny. Whereas on the contrary he 
relleth his Corinthians 3 That the 
height (of grace and glory) unto 
which love ( towards their own 0- 
verſcers) adyanceth, dysxSiryn- 
Tor 82, it is unexpreflible, Now 
all this, and much more, he alledg- 
eth ro confirme his former propo=- 
poſition, Yac]dyw]e Tols neeo- 
Pag.202 73 Gyrigots vuay., Submit your 

ſelves obediently unto your owne 

Miniſters, 

Hath then this ill cuſtome of 
forſaking our Miniſters, in the dif- 
charge of their funion , laſted 

B? Hall long ? I ſay asour Engliſh Seneca, 

Vowes cent, it is more then time it were abro- 

2. Se, g8. = age is an atgravation to 
1 


P.g. 64 


n. Herefie or abule \,- if it be' 


ay-headed,deſerves ſharper oppo- 


ion. To ſay,] will do ill, becauſe 


I have done ſo, is perilous and 
impious preſumption. Continu- 
ance can no more make any wic- 
kednefle ſafe, then the Author of 
{m,no Divel. S 


Sogom.Hift that it was a cuſtome in eAlexan- 


u_ I" 1riethat though one Paſtor had 
oh the er Frag - 


the reſt, yet every 
parti- 


$.4. Laſtly, Sogomen writeth, 


ſhould 
bitation 
my, an 
mon-pri 
others. 1 
mention 


patricular Paſtor did govern their 
particular churches, and gathered 
their people unto their ſeyeral 


Congregations. Enſebius repor- Eu. de vis. 
ky Conſtantine the Great , Coigcs 3 
publiſhed a Law ,' that no Separa- Sox lib. 2.6, 
tiſts, and hereticks ſhould aſſemble zo, 


themſelves or mect together cicher 

ublickly orprivately 1n any place, 
pac in their Parochial churches: 
and with their appointed and ordi- 
nary Paſtor : and that Hiſtorian 
ſaith , that by that Law the very 
memory of moſt of thoſe SeRaries 
was forgotten and extinguiſhed, 
This nobleAR of Conſtantine is in 
effet mentioned alſo by Soxomen. 
The (ame SoFomen reporteth, that 


Theodofius the Great decreed ( ba- Soto. lth.7. 
ving firſt torn the Peritions-of Se- cap.1 2, 


Qaries)thatthey ſhould nor afſem- 
ble together, but in the Orthadoxe 
congregations 3 much leſs that they 
ſhould profefle their Heryrodoxe 
Do&rine, or Ordaine Paſtors: bur 
ſhould be baniſhed from their ha- 
birations, diſgraced by ſome Infa- 
my, and nat be partakers of com-' 
mon-priviledges and Fayours with 
others. In that Panegyrical Speech, 
menconed by Evſer his 

E 


Cu circ,med, 
one 


1 C0r.9.1 
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ſhame; 18- Bot only confirmed, bus-, 


hyperbolically demanſtrazed, to: be. 
immediprly; (bordige:e tothe pow 
er of the High Nricit of our profile, 


fion- Chridt;- Jaſlns if@erpar need; 
; , - Not anymore. t:commenorard the, 
- Power vhart'a faichbul ordincsy Pall: 
or hach over. bis charge and people, 


'This' I haye fo briefly. imimatad}, 
not: only: becauſe they that art in 
Authericy may, at2d muſt vocal» 
onally mention; their ; /vuthotity 3 
fox: (0 did, che Apoſtles :; but, alt 
thas the R eviders of the, Miniſters 
of 'Chtriſt,, with whom: this vicious 
ages aboeunderhy. may know what 


power Miniſters. had; both in the | 


Apoſtles:time, and for many: hun- 


M' Baxters dred' years after ( as they may: read 
Reſt part 2 in-tioly- Gyprign-and others ) cyan 


£.6, 


when Miniffterigh cenſures/ weee 
farre more rigid: then. now they 
are,. and! when no Magiſtrate did 
ſecond: them; yea when ir was a 
hazard to their lives tobe. known 
chriftians > And yet now, when 
chriſtianity! is-in credit, ever thait 
that (ceme: Religjous , de judge 
Chrifts diſcipline to: be Tyranay! 
and: proud domination,. . .. 
$ 5. Cuſtomerlicnowy' be 2+ 
| 2 = au 


=» ERAS EZGRESREELSET ES FESDNTES 
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ledged goin. them: that contend 
againſt Parochial church-commu- 
nn. No reaſoning with: the con» 
rentious 3 it will be to-{mall pur- 
pole, None ſo ready a way ts top 
their {os as —_— The 
A _ it again{F the con» 
——_— fa mppſanzs be con- 
$6ntious ] reacheth us to uſe it a+ 
gainſt rhe like : Specially, if rhe 
Matter be by nature ( asthis is ) 
of circumſtance and outward Or- 
det 3 for a wrangling wit will clude 
al} uſe of Reaſon; Ir is well ob- 
ſerved of the Philoſopher. that in 
Moral Matters, men may nor look 


| for Mathematical proofs; the na- 


ture of the SubjeCt will not beare 
them, It not in moral, muck leſs 
in Ritual ; they of all other , ave 
leaſt ſuiceptible of a demonitrative 


Reaſon, 'Fhe Apoſtle ſaw this, 


and therefore reiotves all into rhe 
churches practiſe, by cuſtome'con- 
firmed ia this kind : enough of i 
ſelte,. ro ſhew' that the Cuurches 
cuſtome thall ever be of force,ro'o- 
yerrute (uch as are comcntious. Yet 
we do not comparecuſitomes, much 
lefſe, oppoſe theny to- Scripture, 


1C07.»1.46 


Arift. phyl. 
£23.63 CT 
alits (ape. 


Wc ſay as-Gyproan, We mult not-Cypr,Bp:6 
E 2 follow 


Exod. 23.2 
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follow the-cuſtome of man, but the 
Verity of God, Yea, Woto him 
that followeth a multitude t0 do E- 
Fer.10.3+ yl. , For the cuſtomes of the peo- 


ple are vaine, Never any cuftome 
againſt Scripture. Nay , Conſue- 
tudo fine Veritate, wetuſtas Errovis 


C)p-Ep-74-eſt, ſaich Cyprian againe-; Cuſtom 


without Verity , is the oldneſle of 
Errour. By thisthen we may ſee, 
we have aground for what we do 
in Parochial Church-communion, 
We do no more then the churches 
of God. Soour ears may here the 


Iſa. 30.21. _ in Eſay , behind us , This is 


Eph.4.7. 


Concil. Di-.proud of his own. 


e way, walkinit; As youdo, 
you are in the right, and there 
hold you. 

$ 6. But we do commonly much 
-miltake in one evil cuſtome, con- 
cerning the different Gifts and 
_—_— of our Miniſters, 

ow, if unto every one of us Grace 
begiven according to the meaſure 
of the gif: of Chriſt : if all diver- 
tity 0 race proceed from the mea- 
ſure of Chrilts gift, none ought to 
repine at anothers gifts, nor be 
or that were 


#ſp. Can.6. to imagine, as Pelagians affirmed, 


i 12+ 


shat grace is given according w 
Mcrtt 
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Merit of condignity or congruity; 
But heare what Nayziangene faith 


concerning this : Enquire not what N44. Ort. 
the Authority is , or Dignity of 40--556- ; 


thy Teacher; Any one is {uſficient 
to inſtru thee, who is approved , 
who is not openly condemned, nor 
rejected from the church. Thou 
who haſt need to be healed, judge 
not thy Judg:s, nor vilifiethe dig- 
nity of them, by whom thou art 
cleanſed; neither make a difference 
berween them that beget thee in 
Chriſt. One indeed is better then 
another , and one is inferior to a- 


nother 3 but conſider : If two S:a- 


ling Rings, the one of Gold, the 
other of Iron, ezch of them having 
engraven the Emperours Image , 
do imprint the Wax ; what doth 
the one Seale differ from the other? 
No thing at all : Diſcerne then 
the matter in the Wax., how witty 
ſoeyer thou art. Thus holy Na- 
3/anzen. Miniſters indeed have 
their particular Gifts given them : 
To one thus, to another thus. 
One meaſure fitteth not every Mi- 


niſter 3 but of theſe ſome are.more 1 C!7.12.4 


Excellent,Come. lefſe. Paul and Bar- 


nsbas were not alike gifted; As Af. 14.13 


E 3 there 


(78) 
there are Mettals, ſome of Gold, 


ſome of $ilver 3 ſo gifts in Mini» 
 _ Rers, 1conclude this in the words 
= qugey 9 of M* Bayne: Now, to mak: no 

ph.3.7. 


difference, but ro embark all in one 
botrome hath more good effeQtion, 
then ſound judgement. Though 
there be diverſitics of Gifts in Mi- 
niſters, ſome mare, ſome leſle ex- 


cellent, yer we muſt neicher imme». 


derately admire the one , nor un- 
derprize the other. There ere peo» 
pic sfeRed both wayes 3 ſome tha 
think it enough rogive their names 
ro ſuch a man, 8nd ro cry down 0- 
thers in compariſon of -him who 
hath the moR parts 3 theſe perſons 
have no true ts{t of the gifts of him 
whom they extol 3 for the won- 
dering at their perſon, keep.th from 
taſting the Gifts : As if acupof 
wine were ſet down, while we look 
at the curious workmanſhip of the 


cup 3 {fo they. Others think ſo 


baſely of them, as if they could (ay 
nothing worth the hearing. Some 
on the other hand ,; becauſe God 
dorh all in all,they make no diſtin- 
Rion in the Inftrament 3 bur are 
offend-d with them, that look more 
at_ one then ang:her, Now be- 
wee 


( 
U,,4 


eween Hhefey theres tiexrac mey{; 


. 


'neithor ford love zhoft 'who have ___ 


the gremelt, #310 diſpiſe che other; |, 
nor to lovethe lefler , (has not te 
ove there more, where God loveth 
more 3: and-to-blefſe him more 
# though 'wedo'lic in all ) where 
He-harhk-diftribmed zore/iGrate-- 
and favour, 1)! 


SY Br 


| nr ——__——_— | ——C 
p - o 
bk. 


Y 


; It H AP, X "oy iy 
;Reaſon. teacher b that Tode- 
termined: Clarch-Cons- 
wHmon i; a CarnalG tory. 
»up in. the Worthineſſe or 
_ Excellency, of other Pas 
Hors, above. them own, - 
I |} Ws) 4 ' 
Ss 1. FE Tehihly and laſtly, I 
ENT ey 
For-Faich is a Yartonsl ARol a ra- 
'tjional [crearure:-- And ahat is'the 
ſtrongeſt Faith;''Which havh the 
ftrongeſt Reaſons -to! prove the 
Teſtimony wbe valid upon which 
it refteth , and+ti{ cleareſt opptt- 
Ln | E- 4 hen- 


Reft, gart 2 
$. 2307. 


M. Baxtevs 
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;henfon and nfe of thoſe Reaſons, 
Yea, that is the trueſt Faith which 
hath the crueſt Reaſons truly ap- 
prehendgand uſcd. Reaſon refti> 
fied is thz Eye of the Soul, and the 
Guide of our Life, The uſe of 
the Word; and all Ordinances.and 
Pravidenees,is firſtio-reifie Reae 
fon, and thereby the Will 5 and 
thereby the Life. I ſay againe, 
Faith itſelf is an AR of Reaſon: 
or elſe it is a brutiſh AR, and na 
bumane. He that hath the right- 
eſt Reaſon, hath the'moſt Grace, 
Sincerity ( and — our 
ba ne? te rr the ſtr 
and prevalency of re&ified Reaſon 
over the Fleſh, and its intereſt and 
deſires. I dathen reſolve my Pa- 
renetical confutation into this Ri» 
cional concluſion : Tt is a groſs and 
carnal thing to glory in the wor- 
thincſs and Ir cd of them that 
diſpence the MyRteries of Salvati- 
on, Now) that ſeparation from 
Parochia} Church-communion is 
guilky of,grofle errour, apppeareth 
theſe Real b 
$ 2.: Firſt, Ir ſecks to eclipſe 
and. obſcure the glory of God, 
God bath appointcd all one 
; 0 
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and . creatures to illuſtrate and 


brighten his Glory, He thar dares 


ſetit u 
needs 
in an hi 


the honour left to us , Obſequiz 
Gloriz, the honour to obey, tobe 


& degree 


n the creatures head muſt 
ilty of leſe Majclty , 


This is all 


T(4.42.8. 


wholly ſubje& -to ſo great and good Fer.g.23. - 


a God, and togive all- glory te- 
him; Now he that made us, and- 
knowes our mold , and faſhioned 
the weakneſſe and frailty of our 
Nature, choſe to himſelf fo weak 
an. Inſtrument , that by the few 


words of a fraile and ignorant man 


2 precious and immorrtal 


ul 


ſhould be eternally (ſaved ; which 
moſt Divines make a greater wovk, 
then thar of creation-; that ſo we 
might be neceſſitated to look high» 
er;to che powertul hand ofGod,that 
brings ſo great things to paſs, Thug 
hath he choſen , not only fooliſh , c,,,, ., 
things, and weakthings, but things 
that are u0#, to bring to naught 
things that are. . A ſtrange Para- 
dox_.: and enough to amaze an 
rAriftotle,' to heare of a Non Ens 
annihilating an Ens. Yet, the 
things which are not at all in mens 


apprehenſion , do gi 


EF 


ve the light of 


the 


28, 


2Car.4.6,7 


Hebr.1.24, 
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the glory of God in the face of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. The Lord could have 
made his S2raphim , or other An- 
gels, even in this ſcnſe Miniſtring 
Pirits , for the good of them that 
ſhoald be Heires of Salvation : bus 


then we ſhould have been took up 


roo much with - the glittering 
brightneſſe of the creature. oy 


then do we gaz: on Paul, be doth. 


bur plant ? or glory in «Apollos, he 
doth but water? Why do weruyn 
w.others of inferipc parts in other 
C_—_— ? ”_ is this bur 
to oppole the Almi , ta 
counterplot Wikdome * Elk ? 
Naw judge you , whether this be 
not a grois and carnal Error , o& 


not. 

$ 3- Secqndly, Ir detrafts from 
the Word of God : from its Ma- 
jxeſty, and from its Efficacy. 1, 
Frpm its Majeſty; im that the Ward 
of God is to ſtaop to mans 
fancy. lis aſigne , men never 
reccived the lave of the Truth, 
when plaine Truch cannot pleaſe 
them 3 but it mult be ſer outin 
fach artyre , as may beſt (arishe 
vheir Eye. And yalefſe the Word 
sf God, as the. Jewes tell us of che 


- 


"AT: 
[1 LL 


Minna, though Rally Cthit" 


whatlocycr charaRter 6t Idea of raft 1W1[4.6.20, + 


2 man ſhapt to himſe|fe in his fan-" 


cy, when he was s extirg the Man- Ainſw. on- 
na, jt ſerved @o the Appetite of the Exod. 


Ear, and yore td Ever! 
ie 


gues a cath 'bearr 
TS 

= of God is vob by ome, 

nal - 
"—- pins oa by 0d pep” 

BY k - = _- mn LY but 2 


0% | 1 alle, 

be; T: - Pp 

Pauls = and ay ko! | 
he Greck ſcagnes hlaas ruſe 


ſo 
"es 29d bis 
Tho Pldge Plea i a 
er ' hee 


ae eye, 'Fhe,,F | 
comes 1d 26. t..W6re3o moderate ; | 
ied when he had, if:d S:, 


's lexninz,.he ſeems to chide 


the... 


= * Ce, = 


Tſe. 53.1. 
1 Cor, 2:4. 


the Chriſtian, that he did not yeild 
the other what he would have, 
Grant indeed that Paul came ina 
more plaine and unlearned way , 
xd]nſoele Toiau]y Syxouoy b- 
£11» 4 Paeggnula %) Smoonawv, 
dd Sofa. That aſpertion was 
the praiſe, not the diſgrace, but the 
honour of the Apoſtles. Whar! 
Muſt the Royal Law bow to man ? 
Muſt the Word, which muſt ſearch 
the conſcience , tickle the Fancy ? 
Are not "theſe men ' of jrching 
Bares: *, And judge you,, whether 
theſe be not carnal. '-. 2.” From 
irs Effiracy. The Goſpel ſhines 
with it own beames, and needs not 
borrow light from any man ; for 
it is glorionſly cloathed with fuctt 
ornaments as Chriſt hath pur upon 
it: when God had once.ytit with 
his own finger upon ttie Tables of 
Stone, they. need no. humane po- 
liſhing. Byutrthen, the quickening 
power of the Spirit mult goe along 
with it. Unleſſe the, arm of the 
Lord be revedied;, there is none 
will belgeve our report. The A+ 
poſtle rels: us of '4 demonſtration of 
the Spirit, Now' a demonſtration 
{ as the Philoſopher bath it ) is 

ON 


eos aaybelay, a native gloſs of 
Truth ; which clearely ſhewes-ir, 
and preſently convinceth a man , 
there is no diſpuring againſt a De- 


monſtration. Why then do men 6&2 


atttibure ſo much unto man, 
2s if the Word were a dead letter , 
till quickned by his endowments ? 
As if Pxul did not only plant, but 
bleſs; And Apollos not only wa» 
ter , bur gave the increaſe 3 and 
God in: the mean while did no- 
thing , . bur ſtood as a SpeQator. 
When as indeed, Paul is but at the 
beſt}, the Lords Eccho, that never 
ſpeaks till it be ſpoken unto, And 
are not theſe carnal , that glo- 
rying in-the Endowments of Tea= 
chers, take from-the Word of God 
the Efficacy of it , as-well as the 
Majeſtic bf ir. + 
'S 4: 'Fhirdly, It breeds Schiſ- 
mes and Diyifions in the Church. 
Now, | 
Firſtz Schiſmes doe hinder 
the Communion .of Saints. For 
af communton Howes from Uni- 
off'; And Diviſion deftroyes Uni- 
on. Some'make Unity, the very 
Forme-of 'bting, bur ſure it tends 
x0. the well being of the —_— 


fcc, 


Bar when one fhall bay , I amof 
Caluin , and another I am of Lu+ 
ther ; when as they might both 
meet in the Name of Chriſtian : 
Nay-, when by moſt. ridiculous | 
Diflemion ( for we bave heard of 
ſuch a 6x40uayxi#) when one ſhail 
ſay , I aim of Marten; and another 
Iam of Luther 3 whereas they die 
but divide Mar8in-Luther , for. 
they were both of his Religion 5 - 
What muſ this aceds bring, but a 
deformicy aral confulion upon. 
tace of the Chuzca,oouph to mak 
up a Chaos ? ' 


Sccondly, Theſe ſchiſms and di> - 


viltons x the progrefie, of .the 


Gulpel, 1t Chriſtians. yould do 
but as the -Cretians.cuſtpme :was, 
(whence Syncretiſmus)rogoyn thei 
divi{ions-ageinſt (ome, joomma e- 
nemie, then chere wo a h 


wont ey] 
the my FRATY.o L% 
ly vorldihe Heya n four 
1th, and eycry mountain among 
us decome a iff,the ſeven hils a 

mongft 


" 


- 


P , 
' 


rr PT2i71.9 wel 


OOO: anDPvAſ*ns nan, 7 


p , 
mongſt the teft ? How thoittd e- 
very one , in conſideration. of {o Euntp. in 
happy a time, have Tlw uxlw Fohn 8. 56 
wor xogbeoar » as Eusapins FIONY 
ſp:aks, a [weet chorus or company 
of well tuncd affeRions .?, anJ a 
Spiric tripudiaring, for joy , as A- 
brahim did d&yanudot, when he 
foreſaw Chyilts day. But until we -- 
forget ro (ay, I am of Paul,and I an 
of Apollos, we are not like to hear 
; joyfull acclamation of Grace, Cech. 4.7. 3 
_ in the prozreſſe of the Ga» 


"Thirdly, Schiſms and divifins 
glye great advantage to our enc- 
miesto ſct up the Kingdom of Sa- 
tan. Ic was th: ſaying of Conſtan- 
tine the Great, ation tt the 
Church a ic greater evill then any b< 
ther... The Church thus becomes 
militant againſt hecſelf,and the E- 
—_—— cya s.or .The 

;hurch then for eat 7(2,28.159 
biceerneſf: 3 Whiepon Bernard 21 on nn7 

layeth no leſfe elegantly then mo- 


P Bern.an, 
cally : Amarituly med nul pris coy ch 
mags Martyrum ;. eugrter poſt i 25. SR 
conflitu Harezicorum ; amr | 
nunc in maribus domeſticorum : The 
biterncſſe of the. Church _ was 

| ine 


Jeri. in 
5 


2 
Luk 


TIM. 3.5 
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bitcer inthe death of Martyrs;next 


more bitter in her confli& againſt 
Hereticks 3 but molt bitter then; 


. 2.5, When her children have a form of 
.16, 8. godlineſſe, but deny the power of it 


an their lives, Oh that we could 
learn of Satan, and his agents ſub= 
ordinate to him; to have a ſtri& 
union andconfederacy among our 
ſelves; as that in Fob is ufcally 
allegorized, The ſcales of Leviathan 


Fob.41.15. are ſhut together as with a-cloſe 


ſeal; in reſpe& of their ſecrecie and 
combinations, 

- But further, as it gives this ge- 
neral advantage, ſo more ſpecially, 
It is the original of all Errours, 
and in-let of all Herefies : When 
men by a ſtrange TeogwnaAnia, 


.* - or reſpe&. of perſons, ſhall ſer up 


{ome one as. an Otack 3 if ſuch a 
one broach an Etror, oh how gree- 
dily do they,drtak it , as if ir were 
ſome ſaving Truth ! ' The Divet 
thus ſerves many, as Agripping did 


Tucit, An: Claudius; he mingles poiſon in 


#n fine. 


ndl. 1. 12, their delicar. mee and jhey fall 
' te it with" an; 
'* . then as men glory in other Teach- 


appetite, So-long 
ers, beſides their ordinary Paſtors, 
are they not carnal ? for this glo- 
: ; ' rying 


Son 


$4 
Wis 
n, 
of 
it 
fel 
bs 
+ 
c 
y 
n 
e 
4 


59 
ine breeds Schiſms, which 

t mag of the Goſpel , bite 

ders the communion of Sainrs,and 

giveth great adyantaze to the E- 

nemies., and originall to all E:» 

rours.. 


CHAP. XII, 


Some ſinful Effefts and (on- 
ſequents of Parachiall 
Charch- Separation. 


$. 1. AS. it is moſt agreeable to 

- 4 the dictates of Reaſom, 
that a people in a vicinity or 
neighbourhood _— together, 
ought to joyne with thoſe of that: 
neighbourhood, according to their: 
beſt cofvenience, for participati- 
on of divine Ordinances ; So. 
Chriſtians by Providence (cated a= 
mong thoſe that are in covenant by 
2 vidhle Profeſſion, and joyning in 
Ordinances , muſt much racher 
make it their byſineſs. to reform a- 
buſes that are found intheir Con- 
gre» 


_—_ = 
Chureher. For whſoever doth 
; ChurcDes. 
pr car deny that rhe Parifthes in.England 
Eyre. ; "are true Churches; he doth more 
"*7'33* then jueg a particular brother, and 
more then he is able to make good, 
. and more then the. Brethren, of 
New-England would affirm. And 
this is the Third and laſt part of 
my Task, to ſhew that the practice 
Tertull, de T oppoſe, is contrary to Diſcipline; 
Praſc.c.43 which is Pofring Intex, the.yiv- 
eſt diſcoyerer'of Nefrine 5\ſo tha 
the quality of., Faith ts valued 
accord * to: rhe converſation, 
And, vr, 
$ 2. That we might ſhni the 
fearfn! EfeAs and conſequences 
'of Church-Separgrion , we find 
fi ry advice fn Scripture To 


pony conſider one another , oY to 


T 3-13" ove, and to good works : To'exhort 
one another daily: To comfort onr 
1Theſ 5.11 ſchucs together, and edifec one ane- 


ther': To warn them that are unru- 
ly, to comfort feeble minded, 10 ſ- 
port the weak : Tocenvert Sinners 
from theerror of their wayes. All 
zhele precepts do argue an holy 
zeal for God , and barrcd of Sin 


in 


Fam.y, 20. 


(91) 
in our ſelves ,-and bowels ef com- 
pzfſion toward dthers. 'We read of 
Separation from Sin and fleſhly de- 
filements, 2 Cor.6.19. Fam.r.27. 
Bat we read not of any Separation 
from Church-communion,and f-:]- 
lwſhip in Qcdinances þ re thus 
in charge,nor of ariy pr idents go- 
in2 beroreus in fit' : But weread 


of an heavie brand laid upon'Sepa- Fude 194. | 


ratifts., As #t is againſt all dj- 


Rates of Reaſon, that a people fear- ' 


rexed at agreat diſtance thoujd 
combine themfelves. in a' church 
= benny 
$Clear agai 9 cares, * 

grant tha: Cohabirgtian or dwel- 
inz together maketh not upe con- 
Ar ne church 3 for Infidels 
and Pagans may cohabir, and may 


make aa Idol-dharch', but nor n- 


Church of Go1 ; Y:r cohabitatj- 
on, is one Tngre:ienr, Saints co- 
habirating,' that is (in the New 
Tettam-nt language ) people ſepa- 
rated for God, no: Jewes nor Infi- 
dels, bu: Chriſtians, and joyning 
in Ocinances ( as in du y they 


ought ) are a Congregational. 


church. We find ſeven leveral B- 
piftles ia rhe Revelation, written 
from 


202 
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from Heaven to ſeyen ſeveral chur- 
ches ; all which had their abode at 
the place , where the church bore 
its Name: theſe are Scripture chure 
ches. Now, if any one church be 
made up of chriſtians, ſome ighe+ 
biting at one of theſe places, ſome 
at another, ſome at a third place, 
ſcarce three of one Town, nv more 
6 then of one mind ; here is not Scri- 
pture Order, which isof God,but 
AF.:0.28. Apocryphal confuſion, As then 4 
Heb.13.17. Paſtor ought to watch over his peo- 
ple, "0 th people ought to obey 


and attend to their Paſtor ;. ſo this 
is impoſſible to be done by confu+ 
fed running to hear as every one 


liketh, . in a diſtrated church-Se- 
paration, contrary to the Odin» 
nar.ces of God and good Magi- 
ſtrates, Exceptions indeed may be 
taken. at the overlarge: extent and 
diſordered ſituation of divers Pa- 
rochial congregations : But Pa- 
rochial Aſſemblies ( not the name 
but the thing ) is the way that 
comes up to the Rule of Scrip- 
'xure, Lighr of Reaſon, and the 
Preſidents. of Primitive times. Qur 
My. Blakc. congregational Bretheren will 
G64. Cap.z, have the limit of a pr 4e>> 
chur 
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church, to be within that number 
ef perſons, that may congregate in 
al gr for Ordinances 3 If this 
be yeilded , then ir will eaſily be 
proved, that Pariſh-congregations 
are of Divine Inſtitution z and 
then it will conſequently be true , 
that pgs Separation from Paro- 
chial Church-communion hath 
this Sinful EfeR, to be a Diſor- 
derly confuſion , contrary to Di- 
vine Inſtitution, For, Contiguas 
pictas juſſit habere domos: Saints 
that made up achurch, were till 
Saints in cohabitation ; they were 
as in faith, ſo in Habitation joy- 
ned together. | 

$ }. It were eaſie to relate the 
abundant fearful EffeRs and fin» 
ful conſequents , which this Pra- 
ice of Church-Separation doth 
produce ; as the diſorderly confu- 
hon, which of neceſlity it doth oc< 
calion : the weakning of the work 
of the Lord in the place where 
providence hath | them, and 
conferred many Mercies upon 
them : the depriving. of Paſtors of 
their Flock , Spiritual Parents of 
their Children : the animoſity ef 
Spirit , that is wrought in _ 
| 3 


Mr. Blake, 


loco ſuprs 
cinaro, 


(2 
that withdraw themſelves , judy» 
ing them whom they \cave as 
ſcarce Miniſters of -Chuiſt , nor | 
their co ions as churches of it 


nfl 


gong time 3 Non mibi tam bene eff, imo 
a #1 non mibi tammale cſt, ut Apoſfoles 
inter (e committam ; Lam not' (9 
wiſe —Y nay, ham nor (v 
fooliſh, as to value one Apoſtle a- 
bove another : Bur it was tho 
dangerous alſo to citeem one. Þa 
they ar Teacher (in the-Greekcor 
| Latin church ). as if be bad the 
PG#.2-36 ind of Chrilt above another, a 
the Agoltle ſpeaketh, The Greek 
Menologie mentians a Divifion 
(.like, that among, the Corimbi- 
499) j ihe Gra.cborc, in 
© 


.(ﬆ5) | 
| ron one preferred Bafh, ano- el. 110;. 
W ther glozied in Nayianqpne, athiad 
| emailed Chry{oftome >. navil- they 
heard this vdige from hrayan cy 3o- 
uy ted Toi Qagi > Ye are.allage 
betore God,, I is-dangereus-then,. 
to- exrol one. of the (royancs of 
Chriſt , who! ſpeaks according to 
the Spirit of Chuiſt , above. ano- : 
ther : left ( 3% the Hiſtorian: re- Doroth. Bro 
| parteth»): ſach-Admirers. becume (70th. Paty, 
Meriones 5, thavias liketarvhe man,. T9132. 
who. frrſb wagnified Zofirnus,: next 
Macarius, then the Apoſtles Peter 
and Pl,. laſtly the Biefſed Trini- 
ty, which alſo (. blinded: rene 
nconſtancy ): he renounced: t 
; Fhis' is-Qur fear , 
this is/ our eanmplains, | 
$ 4. This Error of Indetermi- 
ned church-communion was of old. 
taken for a conſequent, yea, aſym- 
prame of Luxary: and Wantau- 
neſs. It was abferved.of the: Co- 
rizbians ,] thac they were rich 
and{umnurivus;:and rhetefore proud} 
and conmemiaus: 3 Hoot \ EK 
6404 8, yav@+ | ' and fo;, 
Ofiiy as Stxabe: deſcribartb tham, We: Strdb,Ger? 
ſhouldtherciope:. ewe offich Se- j,g Nh 
paration, 


7 


wat... 
pararion z as a Mark of Spiricua} 
Wantonneſſe. And we find in 
Heſychine, that KoeuyBiaQey is no 
berter then TTogydery. © Thus you 
may ſce the Genius or Inclination 
of what people is ſrrongly bent un- 
to this Sin. And h it be 
rrne that Grace doth not only po- 
liſh Nature ( Morality knowerh 
how todo that ) but even ſubdue 
it, and change the very frame and 
conſtiturion of it 3 yet being that 
It is not wholly conquered in this 
life, it islikez it will ſhew ir ſelfe 
moſt in ſome domineering corrup- 


Ball againſt tions , which generally reign a- 


Can. 


mong Chriſtians. * This -Erroc 
tenderh to the renting of the 
church, the diſgrace of Religion , 
the advancement of pride, Jgno- 
rance, contention, Offence ot the 
Weak, Grief of the Godly, Hard- 
ning of the Wicked , and riſing 
againe of Antichriſtianiſme, For 
they that voluntarily depart from 
their derermined congregations , 
if in words they do not maintaine 
Antichriſt,really they do him more 
credit, then his chief upholders. 
Sceing of neceſlity they muſt con- 


' bit, that in other churches, 


__ Ouhich 
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( which may be Antichriftian , 
for any CP know ) the pure 

Faith may be entirely profeiled , 
the Dotrine of Salyation plenti- 

fully preached , the Seals of the 

Covenant rightly adminiftred, tor 
ſubſtance 3 and by the bleſſing of 
God upon his own Meanes, 
Chriſtian Soules ordinarily con - 
yerted and nouriſhed unto eter- 
inal Life : Which is more then 
all the FaRors for Antichriſt ſhall 
eycr'be- able to make good. Up- 

on this account it | an the 
Council held at Nantes , decreed, Conr.Nan- 
that no Peſtor ſhould admit unto 74t.c.1.ct.z 
Divine Ordinances, any man of Anno. 800. 
another congregation , that wil- Grar.cauſa 
lingly deſpiſed the Dvine Exer- 9.44.2.Can 
iſe of his Ordinary Miniſte-, In Doms- 
And Gratian reporteth , that to nicts. 

he fame -efte& and -purpoſe ons: 

anon was eſtabliſhed in Concilzs 

eldenſ.. 

$ 5. Unto. all theſe I could 


1. That:it cafteth the Soul in- 

o danger of its Salvation , while 
it departeth from .communion 
wih 


(98) 
with the appointed and approved 
Congregation. 

Aſuſcu, Loc, 2. That it dividerh ( as much 

Comm. de, as in it lyeth ) the whole anden- 

3 chiſmate, tire body of Chriſt. 

3. That it deſpileth-not one or 
two chriſtians , but the whole con- 
grc2ation , which it forſaketh. 

4. That ir doth not only d:- 
ſpiſe , but condemn that congre- 
gation , as not genuine , bur x- 
dulterate. 

5. That it violates the bond of 
Peace , which is charity , in thar 
it not oniy departeth , but ſedu- 
ceth o:hcrs to depart from their 
proper and peculiar congregation, 
All which are confirmed and am- 
plified by that Pious Divine. How 
dangerous this Error is., may fur- 
ther ge mn by many 1eſtimo- 
n , nies of Judicious Calvin ; Who 
Cato.Taftir, often telleth us, that ſo highly 
L.4. C.1. per h > 
torn, pre- doth the Lord regard the commu- 
ſertim nion of his church, chat he count- 
Ys S 4- eth them Traitors and Fugitives, 

: who contumaciouſly ſeparate from 

any Socicty or congregatio;:,which 
maintaineth the true M1niſtery of 
the Word and Sacraments. And 


that ſo higl.ly the Lord lerwpe h 
is 


(99) 
his church , That whoſoever 
wrongeth her authority , he judg- 
eth ir derogatory to bis own Ho- 
nor, &c, But I ſtudy brevi- 


ty. 


© — 


CHAP. XIII. 


The cauſes which men pres 
tend for Separating from 
Parochial Charch-Coms- 
munion, aye frivolous 
and invalid. 


And Firſt, Indeter- 
mined Church: coms 
mHn108 1s 10 part , 


bur an Abuſe of 
Chriſtian Liberty. 


S 1. Clriſtian Liberty , @s 
it is agreed upon by 

the learned , is eicher of the Will, 
or oi the Perſon, Liberty of the 
Perſon is hat which we call chri- 
ſian z and it may be thus deſcri- 
F 2 bed 
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bed : Chriſtian Liberty is a Spi- 
ritual manumiſſion , whereby the 
Fai:hful are by Chriſt delivered 
from the Tyranny of Sin, the 


Til.n Syr= Curie of the Law, and Wrath of 


242. part,2, God 3 from the yoke of Moſes; 
diſpit. 4 4. and from rhe bondage of things 
Th 1. Indifferent 3 that they might frec- 
ly, willingly, and checrfully ſerve 
God, to his Glory , the Edify- 
ing of their Bretheren , and $al- 
vation of their own Soules, Here 
are three parts of rhis Liberty. 
1, From Sin and Eternal Dcath : 
2. From the Levitical ceremo- 
nies : 3. Fromthe cbligation of 
the conſcience in things Indiffe- 
rent, This laſt alone belongeth 
to this Diſcourſe : which is called 
chriſtian , to diſtinguiſh it from 
Civil Liberty , and from the Li- 
centiouſnelle which many bad 
chriſtians uſe , being a Liberty of 
the Fleſh , and not of the Spirit, 
Concerning this Liberty,wee may 

obſerye two General 'Rules. 
nop. Pur, 
—_ diſp. ( in themlelves ) are free and 
25.Th. 33. lawful for chriſtiensto ufe or not 

we, to uſe , at their plcaſure. 

2, That a Believer muſt not al- 
waics 


1. That all Incifferent things | 
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wayes uſe and pradtile his chriſti- 


an Liberty 3 but that he ought M.P dry ,0R 
ſometimes to refraine from it, and N03 4.21 


to moderate it. 

Now , thtre ares two Modera- 
ters of this Liberty 3 the one is 
"© » the other is Speci- 
all. 

The General Moderators arc 
Faith and charity ; which dire& 
when , where, and how it is to 
be uſed, 

The Special is, Lawful Avu- 
thority , by SanCtions , civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical : for the civil Magi- 
ſirate may abridge our Liberties 
jo things Indifferen:, for the con- 
mon good : and the church hath 
power to detzrmine theuſe of Je 
different Rites and ccremonies in 
Gods publick Woriip for the 
maintaining 0: good Order and 
Uniformity. 

$. 2. And now, IT hope a weak 
chriſtian may perccive , that this 
p.atice of Indetermined church- 


| communion is a Scandalizing by 


abuſe of chriſtian Liberty : be- 
cauſe a Woe belongs to them thacr 
Scandalize others by Abuſe of 
their Liberty in vbings Indiftc- 


F 3 reat” 


Eng. Annot 
an locum. 


Mat.15.12, 
Math 11.6. 
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rent againſt charity. Our Savi- 
our ( Luk. 17. 1,2, ) diſcovereth 
as the Sin of thoſe times ( which 
was, to think it little or no fin, 
by their pride , and Imperious 
importunity to ſcandal or grieve 
an infirme, poor, or inferiour 
Brothcr ) ſo alſo the puniſhment 
of Scandals Given , whether by 
Word or Dced. For otherwile 
Offences are often ' taken , by 
perverſe and ignorant ſoules , from 
good and laudable things done or 
ipoken , becauſe they croſs their 
blind and corrupt Opinions : 
ſo were the Scribes and Phariſees 
ſcandaled and offended at Chriſts 
D-&rine and Works of Mercy, 
Their Puniſhiment is, Ts were 
better for him , that a Milſtone 
were hanged avout his neck , and 
he caſt inzo the Sea, then that he 
ſhoul4 offend one of theſe little 
ones : that is, it were better for 
a man thus Scandaling one of the 
meaneſt of Gods children , to be 
caſt into the moſt deſperate or 
hclplsfle condition in this life, 
thea to encure the Eternal tor- 
ments which await him in Hell. 
4 here be then ſome Actions In- 
diffc- 


(103) 
rent ,- ſuch as in their own nature 
be no finne , but may be done or 
omitted without faulr 3 that is, 
As there be ſomechings ſimply or 
abſolutely good, which be comman- 
ded or forbidden in the Word: 
ſo tome be neither good nor evill., 
in reſpe& of. the things done , 
bur. be of middle quality, Yer in x Cor.1o, 
all indifferent things , the horour 30, 
of God oueht to be our marke ro. Mat.5.16. 
aim at, nolefſethen in actions ne- Rom,1 1.3 6 
celfary ani commanded 3 and that Cjy3.16, 
for theſe reaſons. 17 
$. 3. Firſt, Becauſe ir is a» 
eainſt the Commandment of 
God, that any man ſhould be a 
juſt occaſion of ſinning to any 
other man., either by Word or 
Deed, to hurt the ſalyation of any, 
or by building them vp unto fin, 
by evil example in Sayings , ar ©: 
Doings,  ' 2 
Secondly, It: puls down heavy 
jud wang & ſcandalizing Ma. 18.8. 
perions , temporal and eternall, 
withour ſpcedy Repentance., 
Thirdly, Ir is againſt che ex- 
ample of the Apoſtle , Tf meate 
make my brother to offend , ( (airh 1 Cor,8.13 
he) I will eat no fleſh while the 
F 4 world 


Pareus in 
Rom. 1 4. 


1 Cor, 3,9, 
&.10 


Rom.14.15 


3 Cor.8.12 


Rom.14.15 


et Co.r.8.12 
Mat. 25.45 
A. 9.4. 


frog) 
world flanderh, keff I make my bre- 
ther 10 offend. 

Fourthly, We break the rule 
of Charity, which is ever carcfull 
not to trouble, or to dothe leaſt 
harm to the foul of any Chriſti- 


an, 

Fifthly, Wee wound our neigh- 
bours weak conſcience. ( which is 
great cruelty ) procuring him by 
our example to.allow, or do fome- 
thing whereof in his conſcience 
he was never reſolved, or which 
he knew he ought not to doe, 
:had'not wee made him to ſtamble : 
Nay by our Offeace: we deftroy 
our brother, ſo much as liah m 
us, and murther his foule « cither 
wholly driving him from the 
faith ,. or diſcouraging bim Y for 
fo ſtender a thing y as is a thing 
indiffcrent-. « 0250d t 

Sixthiy, It reacheth not to oar 
brether alone ,. and to his dctru- 
Aion}, bur even to Chriſt birnfelf, 
2gain{t whom we'finne , in woun- 
ding afiy member of his 3 foto 
ftran-is che 'conjunfion berweene 
Chriſt and the Fairhifull ; '«xbar 
the good orevil offered to them, 
redounds to him, We {ce then 
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by all theſe Argumencs , that ſuch 
things as in their own» Nature be 
not evil, arvb which otherwiſe we 
might do 3 yer if they prove often- 
ces to our b:cthren ,.' we. ought to 
han cherm as rhiags fin/ul and un- 
lawftal. " 


Romn.rt4.,9 . 


S. 4. Theſe things conſidered, 


I thus argue: A dury ablolutely 
neceſſary is nor an inditferen: 
duty: bu: Parochial Charch-com- 
munienis'a duty abſolurclynecetia- 
ry: Therforo &c.I mcan,Neceſſnraty 
pracepti, ,_ The Major Propolirion 
chough, obvious tomany Abſurdi-" 
ries, I confirme thus. 

1. To imagine that a neceffary 
duty, is (or can be ) anindiffe- 
rent duty, is the hight of impiety : 
this were to ferch power and ad- 


vantage. from any ordinance: of 154/3.2.17 » 
Gad , ro commir fanne. This Fer.23.25. 
was the iniquty' of Elies ſons , of 1 N/72-22- 


falſe proptiers,of Rebſhekab.. 


IT 
2, Fhigz is the only. thing that Iſz, 36.29, 


makesus like the Prophers Cake, 
nor turned , Roſh, 7. $. neither 
raw nor roalted;; Fiſh nov fleſh, 
in-regard of our:mixrures and dif- 
ferences' ini Religion. : as it was 
in Ahubs time, when they haired 
F5 between . 
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between God and Baul, 1 King, 
18.21. aSin Sami , when they 
feared the Lord, and yet ſerved 


the gods of the Nations, 3 King. 


17.33. as in Fulab,. when they 
ſware by the Lord,and byMalcham, 
Zeph.1.5. as in Laodicea, ncirher 
hot nor cold, Rev 3.15. 

3. This was the reaſon of the 
Lords ſevere proceeding in judg- 
ment againſt the Jewes., Iz. 29, 
23. their indifferency cauſed their 
meer formality, in Gods neceſ- 
lary ſervice and. worſhip , which 
they frequented and performed 
only in regard of humane, either 
Tradition: teaching ,. or Aurho» 
rity maintaining. or enjoyning 
It. 

4. This was the Jewes end of 
their Faſting and Humiliation, 
T{a. 58. 4.. to expiate their former 
faful and injurious. courſes , that 
they might return to them more 
freely again, As Papiſts in ſome 
places are reported to have a com- 
mon ſaying .in their mouths ; 
Wee muſt tin, that we may be 
ſhriven, and w2 muſt be ſhrivea 
tha: we may fin. The Minor I 
have proyed above by Scripture 
LO Argu- 
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Arguments; namely, that Pare 
chial Church-Communion is a 
duty abſolutely neceſlary, implan- 
ted by nature , becauſe all Chri- 
Rians are to joyn themlcelyes te 
ſome aqrpor yr Church viſible, . 
when the Lord offereth occafion : 

That we are bound to. hearingin 
our determined - Congregations , 
Neceſſitate pracepti: becauſe God 
afligneth unto every ordinary Pa+ - 
ſtor a portion of | his. people >-..to - 
be inſtructed -by kim : 'b<cauſe 
ſeparation from ,' determined 
Chburch- communion is reproved, 
x C,Or.1. 12.. Becauſe the Lord 
commandeth to- worſhip him or « 
derly ,: which is: not obſerved in 
inderermined | Church-communi- 
on 5 Becauſe we are bound:to hea- 
ring in our particular Congrega- 
ra.Ar Chriſts dorine _- -al 
_— by the cuftome ot. Apo- 
Rolick and primitive -times ; and 
by: re&zfied reaſon ;8&c.. Unto: 
theſe Icaiild bave added Traditi- 
on: but F' omitted that ; becauſe 
that way is ſubze-ro corruption 
and exception 3 and at lonz run- 
ning, the ſtream of that channel. 
carrierh with. it . wavy. Tegges, 


Gdl. 5.13, 
Fudle 4. 


Augutt, 
Tom. 4. 
Ruſt. Yer. 
& Now 
Teſt, 9.61. 
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8t ' erroneous Innovations, Ad- 
ditions, &c. 

S. 5. And now I hopeit is m+- 
nifeſd, that rhis error is to far from 
being any. part of our ChtiRian 
Libertie, (as the praftifers of « 
dopretend , . confirming Honorins 
Reggi:s his authentick and above 
mentioned Propofition ) that i 
is oppoſite unto it , -x leaft « 
ſhameful abuſe of it , and al- 
centious liberty * for an' occa- 
fiontothe fleſh, twning rhe grace 
of God inta laſciviouſneſſe, Only 
with Auguſtine , wri on- the 
ſame occation, "Piowsr wr that & 
cannot be any part. of Chuiſtian 
liberty ; Tdlud autem: quod omnine 
non lacet , neo aliqud' neceſſitate 
mitigatur , us admiſſum: nou obſi, 
eft (emper tllicitum” : For that 
which may- not any-way: be done, 
nor can by any neccthity be (0.qua= 
liged , that it- may: ngs be hurt« 
full. after. i-be done , ' is alwaies 
enlawiall t-bedone;'! Therefore, 
ta worſhip God ow the Lords 
day Aftecnoone and: Forenaone, 
is. according to :Scriptare a neceſ- 
ſary duty , in our Parochiall 
Churches 5: and ne indifferent 


matter : 
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matter » And therefore no man 

ſhould be ſuffered openly ro make 

this knowne plaine Sin his pra- 

ice. 'and prafelliim., The 

Kings - uffered the peopls 1 King.22. 
to worſh Fo the BEN places , 43. 
re reppet vough we The 

faich, that yet they worſhippe 

only the Gad of x th "ors. 2 Chron.z3 
and though ir was alſo a con- v7 
troyerted point: 3 . our fathers ſay 

in” this mougrafhc, and .you ſay 

in Feruſalem,; meg. ought to wor- 

bp» ſaid the waman oz Samaria, 

Fohn 


0 4. 20. 


Stoondly , Separation from 

| Church-Communion. , 

for the Paſtors knowne 

Inſufficiency or Stan- 

| dalous life ', may bee 

lawfull : otherwiſe it 

is lamentable , if nt 

intolerable and impi- 
OWS.- 


S$: 1, ] T is true, Menpre- 
tend many cauſes of 

their ſeparatin from Church- 
communion , that they may nor 
ſcem ſo unreaſonable as the eA- 
rians z whoſe violent and viru- 
leat endeavour was , that their 
odious ertour might bee re- 
ceived without any fearch or tri- 


all. . 
But 


(111). 
But above all other cauſes, they 
do azgravate the ignorance and 
ſcandaious Life of their Miniſter. 
Though ſuch Accuſers ſhould 
know , that by all Lawes, civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical , rhey that are 
ignorant, ſcandalous, or of known 
Inſufficien:y in the main work , 
are to«bz rejeted, This ſhould 
give them full ſatisfation. For | 
what men of any conſcience or 
face of common Honeſty , will 
withdraw from-.a Society , meer- 
ly becauſe of the preſence of 
ſuch, whom: he never accuſed 
to-thar ſocizty , or proved fr to be 
xezeRed? Ir may beghele men do 
feare in their hearts”, juſt puniſh- 
ment of D:traRors, mentioned'in 


the ancient Canon. of the church : Concil.El7- 
If any man do-accuſe any Biſhop ,. bert. Cap. 
Paſtor or Dzacon, of any falſe 75-An.zos. 


Crime which he can not prove , 
he ſhould not be admitted into 
chriſtian communion before his 
death, Fucthermore ; let him. 
know , that obje&eth his Paſtors 
Infirmities, that he is bound to 
ſearch his own heart and wayes , 
and remember what may be ſaid 


222in{t himſclte, and saff the bow: 


et of bis own eyes; atleaſt, to £ 
cenſure others, 23 an humble chri- |. 
Ran , that is ſenſtble of his own | 
miſcarriges , and imperfections : 
and how much. allowance the beſt 
mer muſt. have, that. they may 


be Accuſers of others , ſhould be- 


Naiangen; How ſhall they re- 
prove rhe fin of others: who bave | 
not Ag” ina; Thy meppxotay, | 
confidence in: their own Inuocerns 
But , as the moſt ravenous 
and buetful birds , are commonly 
moſt quick-fghed. , fo are the 
| wicked men., moſt ready and 
Slakkn] wo. find faults in others; 
Ihe Eye: feeth: mor it ſelfe,, nor 
- any thing. which is too neer. it 3 
 (o-neither fee we our own. faults. , 
. _ Except. fer as ſome diſtance, and 
perſon ; fo David faw 
his faule, in the perſon. cf the 
rich Oppreſſer ,. 13}} them be could: 
not in kiinſelfe.. - We 
deſpiſe one another for 
common infirmities , when we are 
ing: under them our 
tbe hands: of: the 
/ (amy; Phyſician. Ove dyzuh- 
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” Tayfy 327 O48, x) Tey]a xd]og- 
- Jer; It is the property'o& God a- 
7 lone tor be faultlefle and perfe, 


If Chriſt would not take us with 
all our faults, and diſtinguiſh 
berwcen his own and ours, be- 
tween us and our fins, we were loſt. 
It much concerneth us therefore to 
haye a good opinidna of our 
Teachers, For inthis our Sayi- 
bur examineth his Diſciples , 


| not concerniug his Do@trine, but 


concerning, his Perſon 3 hom do 
men faythat E the Son of man am? 
Mat. 16,13. Andycr, as Chritt 
loves our fins never the more;, for 
all bis incomprchenfble love to 


ws, no more will fie allow us'tv 
love the fins of Inſufficient and: 
femn1alons Miniſters: And as we 
mix? nor- rhi-'k well of them, fo 
neirher maſt T ſpeak well of they, 
Therefore. - 

$ 2. I Miniſters be infuffici- 
ent or ſcanalous, ait conicions- 
ble people ſhonld endeavour ſpre- 
dily to caſt them out, , Nzicher 
ſhould any man plead compaficn 
rothew:- For it iscruel compaſſi- 
on , which for feare of bringing a 
man and his Family to poverty, 

Wi 
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-will both connive ar his proceed- 
ing in ſuch hainous guilt, andar 
the ſrarving and everlaſting Dam- 
nation of mens ſouls, The devil 
loves (ach M-rcy as this. In the 
Primitive times , if any Paſtor 
( of whar'degree or [quality fo- 

Socrat. 1.1, ever ) did fall away from the Do- 

C. 6, Arine of the Orthodoxe Church, 

S6zom. l.1, into any ſ{chiſme', or herefie , or 

£.14. lewdneſſe of Life , he was degra- 

Euſch 1.10, ded and deprived of all Ecc|chaſti- 

C.4- cal Liberties, priviledges. and en- 

Thecod, 1. 1, dowments. This is not only wit- 

C.9. nefſed by Socratcs in the Synodi- 

Editionis cal Epiſtle of the firſt councel at 

Latine Nice; but alſo recorded by Euſe- 

Grynai, bivzs, Sotomen , and Theodorer, 

Ann.r570, Neither may they be forborne or 
tolerated in their Office upon their 
Repentance. For as. Repentance 
will never cure their; Inſufficien- 
Cy- : So it mult be a very notable 
Repentance , that muſt at all 
( much lefſe u{daincly) readmir 
a ſcanCalous perſon imo the Mi- 

niſtery, IntheP:imitive Church, 
after ſuch hainous ſinning,, they 
would admit kim to the Miniſtery 
no more , were he never ſo peni- 
tent , though they did admit him, 
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id Laicam Communionem, with 


the people, As for their mainte- Cone. (Cur. 
nance » it is forfeited by al: law, Anno 258. 
Divine and humane , ſeeing it &t conc. Ro. 


was given them only , as unto 3-47. 


Paſtors, for the worke of Chriſt, 
and ſervice. of the Church only, 
Lumiiu |e bene geſſerint 3 there- 


fore (o farre as they are able (laith agy paxtey 
a Pious, Judicious , and learned ,,yord. p. 


late pod they ſhould make 
the Church reſtitution of the 
—_ and emoluments , which 
or ſo many yeares they have ſo 
unjuſtly received : it being be- 
fore God but plain robbery , and 
one of the moſt hateful kinds of 
robbery that can be imagined , 
to ſtarve and deſtroy mens ſouls, 
and.then to take hire for it, 
Moreover , ſeeing the ſincere 
keeping Covenant with God in 
Chritt , is a chief part of our 
Chriſtian Religion , and a mat- 
ter of abſolute neceſſity to our 
ſalvation ; Ir is as hard truſting 
the guidance of that man againe, 
who hath once betrayed us and the 
Church unto finne and ſuperRti- 
tion 5 as it is to truſt a Com- 
mander who once turned traitors 
and 


107 


Eng. Ann. 
on Eccl.19. 
22, 


Homer. 
Ody{. l.17. 


Tfa. 65.3. 
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and would deliver up his Army 
to the power of the Encmie, 
Nature teacheth to forſake ſuch 
Commanders , in obedience to 
ther Supreme Soveraigne , and 
for ſafety of our ſclves. Laft- 
ly, An ignorant or ſcandalous 
Paſtor , is fo farre from being a 
gracious Mediatour between God 
and his people ( as he ſhould be) 
that he js like to draw rather wrath 
upon himſelf , then procure fa- 
your for them. Yea, the Poet 
telleth us , that they endanger 
their flocks 3 *\ vJee pwnac na 
gflc/puar younes, Evil fiepherds 
inf their flocks, Thev who 
finne in Geds Houſe or Sanctu- 
ary , are ſaid to proveke the Loyd 
to his face, andi'to do evil before bis 
&9Cs 3 as & a Servant ſhould doe 
things directly crofſe to. his Ma- 
$ers mind and command, to his 
tace. Nuw as when tbe fear or 
knowledg of man is removed, for a 
wan freely to indulge himſelf 2 
liberty of Gnning, is a bighpro- 
Yecauion, and to make a. practice 
of it, would argue a deſperate 
caſe 3 So when their finne cometh 
to be publick, it is the more grie- 
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vous , bcing committed by them 
who ſhould haye beene exemplary 
for Picty -and Religion, do ſuffer 
in their finne , for want of fince- 
rity. Ifſo notable a Propher as 
Moſes eſcaped not puniſh- 
ment ( for the Pſalmiſt ſaith , It 


went cuil with him for the Tſrac- Pſal. 106. 


lites ſake,) though others provo- 
ked him to finne;3 how much ſhall 
they be ſubjeRt ro Gods judgment, 
who by Ignorance or Scandal , 
cauſe Gods children to fin ? 

S. 3. But howſcever an Igno- 
rant or Scandalous Paſtor ought to 
be caſhiered ; yet it is notin the 
peoples power to rcje&t or retin- 
quiſh cne that is already their 
Teacher, and ſeparate from 


. Church-communion with him , 


except when he is utrerly intole- 
rable, and all orderly mcanes for 
his ejection do faile. It .cannot 
be proved from Scripture that any 
people may reject or depoſe;their 
Miniſters : much .lefle a leffer 
part of a Church may doit, when 
the greater diflenteth : No, nor 
a greater 5 bccaufe it tendeth to 
confuſion, Mr.Baine telleth yau, 
that Paſtor and people are as indi- 
vidually 


Tert. de 
Cor. Mil, 
c.10, 


Nat. Hift. 
lib.18. c.2. 


Concil, La» 
#dic.cap.1 3 
Anno. 320 
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vidually joyned together , as hus- 
band and wife : That as no cauſe 
can ſeparate husband and wite, 
but Adultery , ſo nothing beſide 
inſufficiency (through ignorance 
or ſcandalous living) can ſepa- 
rate Paſtor and peo ſe. For as he 
is ſacred in his "A inſtalment, 
ſo in the performance of his of- 
fice he was honourable in the 
times of the Heathen, Tertullian 
tells us , that heathen Prieſts 
were crowned : A ſymbole that 
they could not be degraded , nor 
caſhiered. And the firſt Crown 
which the Romans uſed , was 
their Spices Corona , given as a 
Religious Enfign in Gm of 
their Prieſts, Honoſque is non nip 
vits finitur, & exules etiam , cap» 
toſque comitatur , ſaith Pliny : 
nought but death could terminate 
this honour z which was their 
companion both in exile and cap- 
tivity. SureT am, that it was de- 
creed in an ancicnt Councel , 
Thar the people muſt nor be per- 
mired to elect (and therefore not 
to rejecr) their Paſtor, If your 
Miniſter then -be unable to teach 
you, do not aimit bim at fiſt : 
Bat 
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But if he be able to teach you, and 
guide you , be ruled by him, e- 
ven in things that to you are 
doubtful 3 except he teach you 
any ſingular points 3 and then 
take the adyice of other Mini- 
ers in trying it,, Expe& not 
that he ſhould humour you , and 
pleaſe your fancies, and ſay and 
dq as you would haye him. It is 
contrary, not only to all exam- 
ples in-any age of the Church, 
but to the office of Paſtors, and 
Dutics of the people {in Scri- 
pture ) to guide their Paſtors, 
and not to be guided by them , 
but to joyn with other .Congrega- 
tions on the Lords day , either in 
the forenoen or afternoon , as 
much as with their determined 
Pariſh or Cengregation. Yet 
Iaziangen teacheth us , That he 
that thus deſpiſerh his Paſtor , is Nat.Ep.26 
a vain man , and by reaſon of his 
preſumption , a new. Dathan or 
Abiram., And we complain to the 
Lord in the words of the ſame holy 
Father; that in: all our ſufferings 
this thing is the moſt ridiculous , gQ.Ep.32 
and yer moſt to þe pityed 3 that we 
are the ſame men bai ace lojured 
an 
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andaccufed : For ſome men ob- 
je& one thing againſt us, others 

another , ccceiing as their either 

mind, or menners, or miſchie- 

vous paſſions do-ſuggeſt 3 and the 

moſt favourable men to us, do 

negle& or contemn. us 3 and after 

we have fpent oor ſtrength and 

ſpicits for their good , they caſt 

us aſide as vile and diſhoneſt veſ- 

ſels. Thus Nazvanyen , with 

Na. Or.whom we againe doe 'complaine, 
32. that the world '{eeketh not Pa- 

Tren, Pref. tors, but Oratots And Ireneus 
{.1,n, 18, beforehimyſheweth us,thart it is the 
dury-of a faithfull Paſtor to ſtudy 

the Truth, and not Eloquence, 

$06.1. 4. I remember that Soqomen -wrireth 
22, that Aetivs -( the 'Eunomian A- 
Euſ..3,c.zicheiſt )- his Eloquence was fo 
matchlefle, that ir made his errour 
impregnable. And Euſebius 

reporteth , that Meletzus the He- 

retick,for his-eloquence was called, 

Mel Atticum, The hony of Greece. 

This T'write / not for any «evil 

eye T bear to'them , that are gra- 
ced with-that-gitt of God : but that 
we muſt not with Moſes refuſe the 
meſſage from heaven , 'becauſe we 

are BeeSwryArſei, and haye not 
men 
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ſo glib a tongue as others: nor with 
Fonahturn our back becauſe the 
work may ſeem ungrateful, If he 
ſend us to labor among thorns, yct 
have we a graciousMaſterzhis work 
is 200dghis end wil ſatisfie Ws We 
ſhall then have the g rapes and figs, 
which thornes and *hitles —_ Jerem, 1 mw 
not yeeld us. Only I belecch e- alot 
very one to remember , tha: the 
complaints of Gods Meſſengers , 
though proceeding ſomewhat trom 
hear of paſſion , are often ſeconded 2 King. 2. 
wichdiſmal and dreadful effe&s. The 24. 
childhood of the children that con- 
temned Eliſha his Miniſtry,exemp- 
ted them not from puniſhment, be- 
cauſz it reſtrain'd them not from fin. 
$. 4. Hence it may-appear , thar 
thetying of our ſelves to the ob- 
ſervation of Parochial Church- 
communion, doth not force any 
man to ſubmit to a wcak Miniſter, 
when he might haye a better. 
Chriſt hath taught us ro ſeck after 
knowledg , without the quenching 
of zeal 3 'and to .maintain zcate, 
withour delpiing knowledge ; 
Toſcck after truch in the way of 
Peace , and afrer Peace in the 
way of Truth 3 as: knowing how 
neer 


(t22) 
neere they dwell together. And in 
the pratice of this duty Augyſtine 
faich Divinely,Ic is a farre lefle fin 
to be unlearned then unteachabie, 
But for confirmation of this 


35-Cf 36. Aſertion, I defire the Reader to 


xe the diſcourſe of Reverend 

r.Baxter, whoſe words as my in- 

rended brevity doth not permit 
me to tranſcribez Sol norte, 

1, Thatthe publick welfare and 
unity of Chriſtian rches, is 
to be preferred before the pleaſure, 
yea, or tedifying of any fingle 


member 3 and what confuſton will. 


follow the plucking up of Chriſts, 
and the Magiſtrates,and rhe Chur- 
ches bonnds, 

2, If all the people may freely 
\ and lawfully joyn themſelves with 
that Church that hath the ablcſt 
Teacher , then almoſt all rhe 
world muſt goto a few men , and 


AF. 14.12 leave the reſt ; then Barnabas may 


be forſsken, if Pax 'be the chic 
ſpeaker 3 arid 'then able mens 
Churches will grow to that bigneſs 
that they will be no Churches, the 
Marrer being too big for the End 

#nd Form, 
3. That Miniſters arc Free- 
men 


dailye 
reth tl 
great h 
Qrinal 
breakig 
Churc 
work a 
Minifſt 
of thei 
Kamyl y 
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men as well as the people ;* and 
therefore every mans deſire muſt 
not deprive them of their Free- 
dome 3 beſides that, the Lord af- 
ſigneth to every Paſtor a freedome 
to inſtruQ a portion of his people : 
Gods work muſt be done before 
our ownzand the ſaving of ſouls and 
propagation of the Galpel, be pre- 
ferred before our private comforts. 
4. God hath more means then 
Miniſterial abilities , to encreaſe 
mens graces, and procure their 
ſalvation : for he that keeps in 
Gods order under a meaner ho+ 
neſt Miniſter , is like to be a more 
humble thriving Chriſtian , then 
he that will break that order , un- 
der pretence of edification ; but 
God uſually chaſtiſeth men for 
ſuch diforders, as 'we may (ee in 
daily experience. For God ſuffe» 
cech the (ame profeſlors (to our 
great hearts grief)to turn unto do- 
Qrinal or praQical evils , for their 
breaking Gods Order , and the 
Churches Unity, The ſpeciall 
wotk and duty required of every 


Miniſter, is ro mind their people Tſe. 62.6. 


of their Uuty to God , and con- 
Kamly to mind God, wnd oli- 
G 2 Wh 


Epheſ.c.1S 
5 


(0.1.34 


Cant. 4.11 


N47. Orat, 
I, 


Baſil.t.1 
in P(al.44. 
Rom.10.15 
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cite him for his people. - And: for 
this purpoſe , the Paſtor (if faith- 
full) is not like the (word-fiſh , 
which.carries a weapon , but no 
hear: : nor like the children of 
Ephraim, who being harneſſed and 
carrying bowes, wanted may cou- 
rage, and turned back in the day 
of battel, O what readinefle and 
promptitude ſhould there be in 
peop:e to have communion with 
ſuch Watchmen! The unwearied 
Miniſter of Chriſt, travels through 
all the Gardens of Learning , and 
ſucks ſomerhing from every flow- 
er , that he may bring his veſ- 
ſels and treaſures full of knowleds 
for the comfore of his hearers, 
but they will not hear. Not only 
is his ſervice and office ſacred ( for 
itis Meofſcia Os x; av9go nur, 
a Mediſaion between . God and 
man) bur his perſon, his very lips, 
whichBafil ſtileth y&An Ts Xgss, 
the Lips of Chriſt, as the Apo- 
= termeth his feete beauti- 

S. 5. Addreſje your ſelyes then 
in the Armour of God, all you 
meſſengers of God, to fight here- 
after with the enemics of God, 
| Eyent 
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Event hath ſealed Saint Pauls 
prophecies The time is alrea- 
dy come, men will not ſuffcr 
wholeſome Dottrin?, Unchari- 
table cenſurcs of tile , of method, 
of voice, of phraſe, of geſture, ar 
bur ſcnſcleſſe impurations of the 
prophanc muitirude ; -far inferiour 
(if they were tiu2 ) to the firſt 
{fouriſhes of a combate in cernett. 
The - worldlings heavy ccnſure 
condemne:th down=iight >, both 
manner and matter, and the 
whole ſubſtance of your preach- 
ing. And for your perſons , you 
are not greater then Fohn the 
Baptiſt and our Saviour 3 ſooner 
therefore ſal ye want aWorld,then 
a Theater, wherein , though the 
beſt do favour you , - by moſt be 
ſure to be counted , TIzerna04p- 
ud]e, Tae linales 'Avali- 
wala, what not ? piacular, pe- 
Rilential , execrable fellowes. 
All the filthy ſcoffes and ſlanders 
that Saterns Scayengers Can rake 
out of the ſinkes of ail profeſſions, 
are thought over<clean to throw in 
their faces, who would make: the 
light of the glorious Goſpel of 
Ch;iſtro ſhine unto them, Fe- 
G} 


"TOM - 


2 Tim. 4.3. 


1 Cor. 4.12 
3 


2 Cor,q 4 
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Hieron, E- rome (aid :ruly , Semper vivtutibas 
piff. ad De- contradicitur , 
metriadem. contradicted. 


yertues are fti]l 
Pretend the world 
what the world can, here js the 
head and the heart of vhe contro» 
verſe : Contrariety breeds En- 
mity, Enmity cauleth Scpiration, 
and S-para:ion ſuppoſerh danger 
(from the patty ayoided) of infe- 
&icn, 

$. 6. But thou , O man of 
God, Tune cede mals, ſed contra 


Rom.1 2.23 dudentior ito ; be not overcome of 


evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Such an Antiperiſtafis muſt en- 
creaſe and enkindle zeale, if thy 
profeſſion depend not upon faſhi- 
en, and thy conſcience upon com- 
pany. For though Gods pow- 
erful Spiric ſhould ſuſpend his 0- 
prration , yet canſt thou not for- 
get the reaſon of a man , and 
bruitiſhly be driven with the 
drove , much leſſe abandon com- 
mon ſenſe 3 and without any mo- 
tion of thine owne , like a nail in 
a wheel , only move as thou art 
moved, and turn as thou art tur- 
ned. They who neyer once 
dreamed of ſalyation by Chriſt , 
keld it not the leaſt part of their 


glory 
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glory to ſtirre a courſe like Anti- 
podes,clean oppoſite to the likin 
of the multitude. He in Plutarch pp,picn 4. 
applauded , ſuſpeted his ſpecch ; pad Plut 
'Ou Si 7% Ti xaxdy Ayori pee, ivy ig 
Joy afavfle 3 Hath any bad ipeech 4 
tallen from my mouth withour my © * 
knowledge ? And Amiſthenes 
commended , was afraid of his 
Deeds 3 *Aya116 wi 75 xaxey 
hiygyaouas : I am in agony, 
leſt I have done ſome milſchiefe. 
What in them without the law 
was voluntary , the ſame the 
law - Chriſt on wee belive 
eAuguſiine) impoleth upon us as ſt.i 
GG 3 Recuſas efſe in corpore, Se "2. 
þ non vis odiun mundi ſuſtinerc g, 
cum Capite : thou refuſeſt to bein ** 
the body, if thou wilt not ſuffer 
the hatred of the world with thy 
Head. Sure the curran: credit of 
the godly in Gregory his time, Gree. in 
was , perverſorum rogatio, vite Exce. Ho- 
noftre approbatio : Wicked mens ,, 7 g. 
detration , is the approbation 
of our lives, And in all times 
the rebuke of Chriſt , was the 
Religion of Chriſtians. And Heb.11.fer 
aS for our way of preaching , the toru7. 
Reverend Provincial Afembly 

G 4 of 
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Vindication of London, doth piouſly and judi- 
ſet forth ciouſly complaine , that though 
Nov. 2. wee are farre from juſtifying 
1649. p4ge any indiſcreet or paſſionate ex- 
82 preſhons , yet we conceive 

it to be very hard meaſure, to 

have our integrity arraigned and 
condemned for humane infirmi- 

ties. And wee hope , we may 

without boaſting, ſay thus much; 

That the ſetled Miniſtry of En- 

gland was never more cenſured, 

mozeſtea, impoveriſhed , and yer 

never more pious, peaceable, and 

painfull. Wherefore, that I may 

not number up numberleſs encou- 

ragements, ſtand upon your guard 

within the limi:s of your daily 

warfare with the world ; - fince 

fajth is the victory that overcom- 

1 7002 5+ 4 oh the world, ; Only conſider 
Heb. 1: 3 him that endured ſuch contradi- 
4. _ COS. A agg Pater Ago- 

1 nothrres , Xyſtarches Spiritus [an - 
compa Aus, Epijtates Feſt, Chriſtus; 
cap. 3 , Corona aternitatis, brautum; rAn- 
*35* gelice ſubſtantie politis in cel , 
gloria in ſecula ſeculorum, He that 

hath ſatd, Beof good cheer, I have 

overcome the world , Foha 16. 33. 

He is bath Commander and ſpe- 

Ctator 


T |; 
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Attor of your combate, He is bothr' 
Judge and Rewarder of your cou- 

rage, and conquerour of your ene- 

mie 3 He will givc you the Crowne 
of glory that fadeih not away. 


— ——_—Iw_ 


Cua-r. xl 


Thirdly , 


YY 4 
Pretences are 


red. 


Other imaZina- 
and imaginated 


anſWwee - 


$. A Lthbough ail Divine 
Truths be precious , - 

yer controverſies are ſo diſtaſtefull 
to me, that I reſolved againſt 
them, . But he that made us, 
muſt rule. us : and he that put- 
teth us into the Vineyard , muſt 
meaſure ougour work : and com- 
mandeth me to (pak briefly: rothe 
ſubſequent objections, For this 
is another Olhce of holy diſci- 
line: Non (olum bong oftendere, 


G 5 ſed. : 
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Tert. Apo- ſed 'mala' refutare : Not only 


log.c.3 9. 


Ecelef. 7. 
uit, 


Eph. 4. 14. 


Auguſt. de Truth, 


by ſound doctrine to exhort , but 
likewiſe ro convince the gainſay- 
ers, Tt.1.9. 

S. 2. Firſt , Some (ay, they 
ſeparate from a determined 
Church-ccommunion , becauſe of 
diverſity of doQrine 3 as if they 
knew not where to finJ the truth, It 
is rrue,Solomon complaineth, That 
men have ſought many inventi- 
ons or imaginations 3 as in other 
things , fo likewiſe in Doctrine , 
whereby men are drawn from the 
ſimplicity of their Creation, 
The Apoſtle likewiſe complaineth 
of a wind of doctrine , whereby 
Chriſtians began to be blown 
from the Redfaſtneſſe of the 
Auguſtine ſaith , that 


cjv.Dei Ub. Saran ſeeing that Idolatrous ima- 


18.c4þ« 


he bent his 


es would downe , 


Heb. 13.9. whole device in place of themo 
3 G0r.2.17 erect divers imaginations ; that 


pcople in ſtead of images , might 
bow down to theſe , and worſhip 
them. Since which, it hath been 
his daily practice, either to broach 
divers and ſtrange doctrines ne- 
ver heard of before : or to revive 
the old, and new drelic them; 
and 


oC 


the Apoſtolical doctrine , that 
he might vent them. AnJ this 
inde24 is the diſcafe of our age ; 
and the juſt complaint we make 
of ic. There hath good diipatch 
been made of images 3 bur imz= 
ginations gras rad? ,» ar? dcifi- 
ed and worſhiped , carrying the 
Name and Credit of Apoſtolick 
Doctrine. To prevent this mi(- 
chief, We are no where comman- 
d:d to Separate from Church- 
communion 3 bur to try the ſpi- 
rirs 3 to prove all tbingsz to hold 
faſt that which is good : and that 
we may dothat, we areto pray , 
that he would op:n our eyes, that 


and to mingle chem (for that by 
themſelves they wil nor utter) with + 


t Fohn 4.1, 
1 Theſ 5.24 


we may behold wondrous tilings pſy; x 510.18 
out of his Law 3 and to pray tor —_— 


knowledge and underſtanding , 
and to endeayour to have our 
ſenſes exerciſed to diicerne both 
goo] and evil. The advice that 
Syſennius preſen:ed to the Empe- 
rour Theodoſuts (ſtudying how to 
put an cnd-to the differences in 
diverſity of Doctrine , that then 
troubled the Church) was to a- 
youd. all diſputations with Secta- 
ries, 


$0Jow", (.7. 
6, 12, 


I'J2 


ries, and to demand of them- 


(when they petitioned him) whe- 

ther they would ſtand to the judge- 

ment of ſuch as were Teachers in 

the Church , before it was divi- 

ded ? eſpecially z where. theic 

judgment diflented not from the 

Bp. An- Scriptures, Ancient Fathers 
drewes Ser, thought it meet, that they that 
Worſhip t- would take upon them to interpret 
maginas, the Scriptures, ſhould' put in ſure- 
ties, that the ſenſes they gave, 
fhould be no other then theChurch 
in former time had acknowledged, 
All that came after the Apoſtles, 
are commanled to . labour for 
knowledg and learning, and not 
to utter their own imaginations, 
or do deſire to be believed upon 
* their bare word : for that wereto 
have dominion of their Audicors 

Faith, Say I this of my ſelfe? 

(faith th: Apoſtle ) ſaith no: the 

Law this alſo? GiyelI this ſenſe 

of mine own head , or hath not 

Chriſts Church heretofore given 

the like ? Which one courſe if it 

were ſtrictly kept > would rid our 

Church of many falſe imagina- 

tions, which now arc ſtampt 
daily, becauſe eyery min upon his 

owne 


3 Theſ.5 12 
1 Tim. 517 
1 Cor, 9.8 


T' 3 
owne ſingle bond is truſted to deli- 
ver the meaning of any Scripture. 
S. 3. Secondly , Others pre- 
t:nd , that they ſeparate from 
Church-communion for neglects 
and corruption in diſciplin*. For 
anſwer to this : 1 would they read 
what their own Mr. Cotton of New 
England writes : that the many 
notorious ſcandalous perſons that Mr,Cottons 
were found in the Churches of Holineſſe of 
Iirael, did only argue the .neglect Church- 
of. Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, inthe members p. 
toleration of ſuch publick (can- 21 
dals in the Church, And thus 
none of the men of God ( who 
could not be i2norant of the Chur- 
ches duty , and their fin in ſuch 
negle&ts ) ever attempted to Se- 
parate from that which was in this 
ſort faulty. All was not.right in 
the exerciſe of diſcipline , in the 
Churches, planted by the Apo- 
ſtles, The Church of Corinth 
was cenſured as very faulty , 
1 C0r.5.2. So was the Church of 
Smyrna, Revel. 2.14. No lefle 
faulty was the Church of Thyatyra, 
Rey. 2. 20. Neither could the 
Church of Sardis be free, ſeeing, 
the greateſt part wer? openly bas, 
here 
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defiled their garments, Rev. z. 4. 
And yet nothing heard by way of 
advice for any to make ſeparation, 
nor reproof for their holding up 
Communion,znor any one inſtance 
of a ſeparatiſt given, And here 
Mr. Blake Mr. Blake ſheweth , that the godly 
Covenant.c. non-contormiſts in England, who 
31-p.238, . hadalow opinion of the diſcipline 
then excrciled, were ſo zealous a- 
gainſt Church-ſeparation , that 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Paget , Mr.Ball, 
Mr. Brightman, and others, have 


of their zeale againſt ſeparation 
from Parochial Church Afem- 
blies. Ir is more then ſtrange , 
that when the Apoſtles had by 
commiliion from Chriſt planted 
Churches , and were to leave 
them to be propagated in future 
ages, yet would wholly be filent of 
this ſeparation, but leave us by our 
dark imaginations to diſcoyer it. 
In which, we are in danger to ſet 
our threſhold by Gods threfhold 
( of which hee ſadly complains; ) 
Exek.q3 8. or rather, juſtle our Gods threſh- 

d with ours. 
$ 4. Thirdly, Others pretend 


thay 


here being but a few that had not 


left behind them large evidences . 
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that they ſeparate from Parachial ' 
Church-communion for prophane- 
neſſe of the people, and corrupti- . 
on in converſation, But neither 
doth this admit of ſeparation , pro 
vided that Doctrine be. ſuch in . 
which men may have communion - 
for Edification, If we look upon. 
the people of Iſrael throughout the 
revolution of all times , we 
may fin4 high Titles given them , 
even when they lived in all kind 
of fin and Diſobedience. They 
had Titles given them of ſingular 
glory , by reaſon of priviledges z 


which they enjoyed by their call Dei. 14.12. . 


into church-fellowſhip , as, chil- 


dren of God , Gods peculiar ones , Zach. 2. 9. 
his portion , his heritage , the ap- Rom. 9. 4. 
ple of his eye , and many the like Dew. 9. 6. 
Elogies : In the mean timetheir #7 32. 6. 
Qualifications were as low » T[4. 1.4. & - 


as their Titles high 3 their con- 


verſation no wayes anſwering their Exech. 32. 
calling , but branded to be ſtiff- 16. 


necked , of an Iron finew , an As 
dulcerous, a Sinful Nation, a 
P-ople fooliſh and unwiſe, as 
Sodome and Gomorrah unto the 
Lord : And yet the Prophets and 
righteous perſons keep their refi- 

dence 
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dence among them , held commu-: 
nion with them,and ſaw no ground 
of ſeparation from them. Ir ſeem- 
eth a great contradiction to (ome z 


' to name men art all believers , 


1C0r. 3.3. 
£86. Fo 


2(,vr.12.20 
Rev.l3.1.16 


Saints, or Pcofeſſours, when their 
lives evidence an unſutableneſfle to 
ſuch a glory; yet we know the 
churches to whom Epiſtles are 
direted in Scripture , are fo 
honoured , as we may ſee in-their 
frontiſpieces: and the moſt upright 
hearted among them , had com- 
munion with them, when yet they 
did wrong and defraud one anc- 
ther, when they profancd the Lords 
Table, where Fornicators , 1- 
dolaters , Luke-warme, &c. And 
yer the Apoſtles did not leave 
them , but made it their buſinetic 
to reclaim them. The advice that 
was ſometime given to aMaid,that 
for Religions ſ:ke would retire 
her ſelie ro a ſolitary life ; ſhe was 
told, eAut de fatuis Virginibus es, 
aut de prudentibus : fi de fatuis, 
Ccngregatio tibi neceſſaria eſt 3 ſi 
de prudentibus, tu Congregationi : 
It ſhe were bad , ſhe nee the city 
to better her; if good, the city 
needed her ; So we may ſay to. 


the . 
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the ſeparatiſts fromParochial-Con+« 
oregations3either they ſtand in need 
of the Church, or the neceſſi: ies of 
the Church call for their help and 
a{liſtance, 

S. 5. As for all other preten- 
ded cauſes of ſeparation , Learned 
Zanchizs at length proveth,. that ſo Zanch.t. 7. 
orcat is the Authority of the part 2. col. 

# Church vifible (whether Univer- 74 @. 

q ſalor Particular ) that none may 

q with hope of impunity , deſpiſe 
her Do&rine or Diſcipline , 
much lefſe ſeparate from her Com- 
munion : becaule ro deſpile the 
Church, isto deſpiſe Chriſt ; to 
divide the unity of the Church, 
is to divide Chriſt, and to cruci- 
fie him. afreſh 3 and to ſeparate 
from:he Church, is to ſeparate 
from Chriſt 3 for extra Ecclefuam 
non cft Sal; 3 on of the Church 
there is no ſalyation, Laſtly, if 
any de prerend the praQice of for- 
rain reformed Churches for 
Church ſeparation. I an{wer, 

1. Thar the piety and prudence 
of the Worthies of this Nation, 
was much more admirably valiant 
for the Lord , in eſtabliſhing 
Lawes with Penaltics againſt this 

profane 


Fer.9.3- 


See Blond. 
Honor,Reg, 
L's. 
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profane licentiouſneſle, then the 
practice of the contrary can be i- 
mitable or warrantable. 

2. Forrain Churches were ne- 
ver ſo ſenſible of , nor bad occa- 
fion to bewail this prophaneneſſe, 
ſo much, as we in theſe laſt ſeven 
or eight years 3 whercin all the 
Ghoſts of the miſcreants of former 


ages, have been ler looſe from hell, 
in full ſ\warmes to infeſt this Na- | 


zion , more then ever the locuſts 
did the Land of Egypt. 

3- Weought to follow others, 
no further then thy are followers 
of Chriſt-and his Goſpel, Nat 
vivendum excmplks , '& Legibus: 
And therefore I will not ſay- a 
gain what Orthodox Divine 
have in this you , until our ad- 
verſaries ſhall make it their tak 
to prove ſome infirmity er inſuffi- 
ciency, in that which they have 
written, 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Serious and frequent eAa- 
wonition ought to bee 
enculcated againſt this 
E rroxr. 


$.1, [Tis very true, Nun- 
quam fine quercla, 18l- 5eq. de Tra 
guntur agra, you can neyer touch , ,, $541y, 
the ſore, withour the grief of the deG.D.1L.$ 
Patient, All would be pleaſed, jnjtjo, 
Nully grata reprebenſio- eſt , faith 
Salvian ; None love reproof, no 
but the wiſe, Prov. 9.8. And thhax 
which is worſe 3 the moſt wicked 
caſt-away would rather heare 
his own falſe praiſes , then true 
reprehenſion 3 and be deceived 
with jeering applauſe , then ſa- 
ved by wholeſome Admonition. 
And = Separatiſts from deter- 
mined Congregations , muſt [no 
leſe be admonithed , then ocher 
ſunners 
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ſinners ; ſo long as there is any 

- hope they will amend. That 

charge given to the Propher , 

T[a.6. 9, 16. is ſix times al- 

ledged inthe New Teſtament , to 

warn them, that if they turne not, 

God will whet his (word , and be 

"7 whe glorified in his juſtice upon them, 
who made no account of his mercy, 

And itisa juſt thing with God, 

when men wilfully winke , and 

ſhut their eyes againſt the light, to 

; ſtrike them ſtark blind , as he 

2 King. 6 gid the Affyrians , and the So- 
18 domites, and Elymas the Sor- 
Gen.ig.11. cerer , and to daſh out thcir 
eyes, Deut.28.28.,.It is true,Gods 

p:imary intention in ſending his 

Fer.z.15, mclſengers, is for the good of his 
people 3 for he giveth them Pa- 

itors according to his own heart, 

which do feed them with know- 

lede and underſtaniing :. yet ina 

ſecundary place, it is for'to leave 

the wicked inexcuſable, ,. and to 

juſtifie his proceeding toward 

them, Sec 2 Cor. 2. 15316, Fobn 

9. 39. Thus the Paſtor muſt do 

his duty, and referre the iſſue or 

ſucceſſe unto the Lord : yea, hee 

muſt deal p:ainly and roundly , as 


the 
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the Lord him(elfdoth, Exck. 2. 3, 

&c. Matth, 10. 14. Bus chiefly. 

with publick and common fins 

(as this of Church-ſeparation is), 

leſt he ſeem to ailow of them, and 

ſo become guilty of them by his al- 

lowance. For, ; 
$. 2. Though Saul ated not 

in the murder and Martyrdome of 

Steven, yet his conſent fpake him 

guilty of the ſame crime. A mind As 

to tolerate evil, is fin in the ſeed, 97 

which time bringeth forth , Fen. 

1. 14,15. God eſteemeth the evil 

we would do,as done, though we 

haye not done-it , and ſo juſtly 

puniſheth ir. There is an adulte- 

ry of the heart, and murder of the Mat, 5,28, 

heart : Merito autem malus puni- & 22 7, 

tur Aﬀefus , etiam cui non ſuccedit 

Effeftus, ſaith Auguſtine;deſerved- 

ly is an evil Aﬀection puniſhed , Auguſt. de 

though the Effet (or Deed) there= ;5y, Dei lib, 

of follow not. They that allow 16. c. 4. 

of the evil which je he do, be-: 

come guilty of the ſame ſin by 

their allowance, So were the: 

Jewes guilty of all rhe blood ſhed 

by their Fathers from Abel , ſo Mat.23.35 

many yeeres before they had 'any 

beirg in the world ; becauſe in 


ſhedding - 
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ſhedding innocent blood they 
ſhewed their conſent with them, 
who firſt did ſo. O that wee 
would conſider their eſtate , who 
are now pleaſed with all the injuries 


Ads 18.17 done to Gods ſervants ; like Gal- 


Theod. in 
Ferem. 


lio. But above all men, Duces 
eſſe principes erroris , eſt propha- 
mm 3 It is moſt prophane for 
Princes to be leaders into error , 
ſairhTheodoret, For the chick among 


the people to be ringleaders of 


Fob 32.9 


Arnoþ. ad- 
wer[. Gent, 
tb. 6 


this errour is deſperate, In regard 
of others , magnates ſunt magnetes, 
Great men have an attraftive ver- 
tue, like the loadtone, and there- 
fore Potentes Patenter torment« 
patientar , ſaith mg often : 
The mighty ſhall be mightily 
tormented, Ob that we could 
remember -, that great men are 
not alwayes wiſe ! 

$.3. Ir isa dangerous thing 
once te erre from the truth. There 
is in man a miſchievous ſelf-loye, 
putting him on to defend his er- 
rours, by erring mote, Arno- 
bius noteth well, Quod femcl fine 
Yatione feciſtis , &c. That which 
ye have once done without reaſon, 


ye gefrad, kfi ye ſhould _ 
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have once been ipnorant ; Yee 
think it is betrer non vinci, not to 
be overcome , then to yicld to a 
confefſed truth,Þ Burt a true 
Chriſtian will rejoyce and ſay, 


#tille mei Vitor eft, na ego met c 


Triumphator erroris : as my ad- 


verſary hath conquered mee, fo I Fell 


triumph over my errour. Con- 
rempt of our Miniſtry in this 
Church-ſeparation , Pproduceth 
a wilfoll ſhurring the eyes againſt 
the light of the Goſpel , and ta- 
keth away all abiliry of believing 
en Rt They _y nor 
believe (Fohn 12. 39. rt IS» 
fay Chryſoftome 'and Theophyla# 3 
They wonld not, They will nor 
indeed believe : Nor is it in fuch 
a matispower to be willing to bt- 
lieve. For as Faith is the gift of 
God, ſo is a trae and hearty de- 
fire thereof , which God beftow= 
erh on them only , whom hee will 
therein ſatisffe- and mike bleſſed : 
and jrſtly $iverh nor 'tatito thoſe 
who andervalue his thercies , and 
deſpiſe appointed 'Otdinances. 
Oh be tor then like (thoſe obſti- 
nate men, who will nor hear their 
appointed Paſtor , bur wilfully 

x | ſop 


Epheſ. 2.8. 
Mat.s.6. 


Hippocy. A- 
hor. 


Salv. de g. 
D, lib.6. 


(Jril.Hicr, 
Catech. 6. 
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Kop their ears, and ſhut their eyes, 
that they may the more ſecurely run 
upon their owne deſtruttion , and 


neither hear nor ſee that which Þ 


might ſtay them , and make for 
thewx <onverſion and ſafety. | 
Deafneſſe in a ſharp Fever ( ſay Þ 
Phyſicians) is a ſign of madneile : Þ 
more miſerable are obſtinate (1n- 
ners. The lunatick have ſome 
excule; the Will is not in the 
faulr, where men are -not them- | 
ſelves, ſaich Salvian, The more 
condemnable are thoſe, Qui ſant 
inſaniunt, who are wittingly mad. | 
Where there is wilfulmalicionſneſs, | 
$x X dmoyn Ths xaul@ » 
there 1$ abſence of Grace , ſaith 
Cyril. Hieriſolymit. Therefore 
God juſtly deſerterh thoſe,who un- 
juſtly firſt deſert him, following 


their obſtinacy, by giving them up iſ In 


to ſpiritual blindnetſe , withdraw- 
ing the common light which he had 
given them,His judgments ever } 
tollow,never precede mens (innes : 
where his external decree and om; 
niſcience precede, ir: is to appoint 
impenitent ſinners to puniſhment, 
not to an, 


CHAP. 


in- [Some eAntidetes againſt 
the Infeftion of Pa 
rochigll Church Sepas- 


ration, 


S. 1. ] T hath ever been $2- 
* tans policy to begin in 


xerſwading men to Worldlineſſe, 
leſh-pleaſing , Security , Pre- 
ſumprion,and utter negle& of God 
and their ſouls, at leaſt by prefer- 
ring their bodies ahd worldly 
things : but where this will nor 
ake, but God awakeneth men cf 
Sf:Qually , he next (erteth them on 
aRcligion not commanded ; and 
{ would make poor ſoules believe , 
they do nothing , if they do not aj, Box. 
hath commanded 4;,e4.2.6. 
them 3 and unleſſe: they ſeparate p4g.352- 
tom ;hejs appointed and determi-" © 
H ned 


Eccleſ.7.1 
Eng. Ann. 
in loc, 
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ned Church-communion, When 
Satan hath no other way to deſtro 
Religion and Godlineſſe , he will 
retend to be Religious and God- 
y himſclf; and then he is al- 
waics over-rEligious , 8nd vyer- 
godly in his materials. Tr is true, 
a man cannot ſerve Gad too much, 
formally and ſtrialy conſidering 
his ſervice, much lefle loye him too 
much : but we may do too much 
materially, intending thereby to 
ſerve God ; which though ir be 
not true Righteouſneſſe, yer bein 
intended for Righteouſnelle , _ 
done as a ſervice unto God , is by 


g Solomon called Oyer-much Righ- 


teouſneſſe ; where Interpreters 
conceive, the Name of the mean, 
is given to the extreme. Fora 
man may many times do a thing 
conſcienſciouſly , and upon anv- 
pinion of duty , and thereby in- 
volve himſelf in much ſinne, and 
ſorrow : when indeed there was 
noneceſlity ſo to dot ; As 1 Sem, 
I5.21, As 26.9, | 
6 z T know it is ſtark madneſſ 
in the profane ſecure world , to 
think the doing of no more then 
God bath commanded us , is = 

| 5 
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ing too much , and more then 

needs : but this is to blaſpheme 

che moſt high , by denying his Lyk.17.x0. 
Goodneſſe, bis Wiſdome , bis juſt 
Government 3 to blaſpheme bis 

Lawes, 3s too ſtrict or preciſe ; and 

x0 reproach his holy waies , as if 

they were gricvou $, intolerable 

or unneceſjlary, Much more is 

their madneſs, in charging the 

godly with being teo pure , and 

making too great ſtirfor heaven, 

and that meerly for godlincſſe and 

obedience 3 when (alas) the beſt 

fall too ſhort of what Gods Word , 

and the neceſſity of their own ſouls 

do require ; thar their conſciences 

do more grievouſly accuſe them 

of negligence , then the barking. 

world doth of being too diligenr, 

Yet mach more mad are world- grgyk 8.76 


' lings, to lay out ſo much time , 


and care, and labour for earthly 
vanitics , and to think that hea- 
'yen and eternal happineſſe , and 
the eſcaping; of everlaſting damna- 

4i0n, are matters not worth ſo 
much adoe : bur may be had with 

afew cold wiſhes ; that no labour 

ſhould be thought roo much for the 

world, fic, and the diycl , and 

H2 every 
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evey little is enough for God. ſ| xeale, 
Yet <uiſquis plus juſto non ſapit, | to ſep! 
Jlle ſapit : that is, in our Saviours | congr: 
Me.ro.16, phraic 3 We are as ſheep in the milft | them 
of Wolves, wee bad need then be overd 
wiſe as Serpents, and harmeleſſe a} rhe ey 
Doves, It was the commcenda- |} to ſee 
tion of Agricola in Tacitus ; Reti- S. 
nuit (quod eſt difficillimum)ex Sapi- | muct 
entia modum : Hz kept 2 em 
critie in his Wiſdom 
Lefant 1.4. faith, Neque Rel; 
C. de entia ſuſcipiend, 
Religione pr 
Religion 


Mr. Baxt. 
Dire. 26. 


P43-35% a ſubtil deſtroy 
by the deſtroye 
Tragedy could I hers 
the divels ating ! Ang —_— 
myſterie of the Helliſh art of de- 
ceiving could I open! By accafi- 
on of our preſent quarrels with 
hereticks, the Old Serpent Reps 
in, and will nceds be a ſpitjr - 

zc 


tes. a. 


os wean DL 
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God. ff xeals, in cauſing many profefſours 
ſapir, | to ſeparate from their appointed 
» ours } congregations 3 and inducing 
Mag them Fo rather ſeducing them)ro 
en oe f| overdo, O that God would open 
jc « | the eyes of his churches in England 
_ to ſee this Satanical ſtrarageme. 
ET S. 3 Then let us not be too 
4pi- | much benton a thing , noc juſt in Roz 1 2:3- 


Sr OWN Opinion : but let us tem- 
s zcal with godly wiſdome , 
kh others , lean not on 
erftanding, flatter not 
Jy opinionative confi- 
wn abilities to judg 
Jt to be done ; bur 
our ſelves. The 
ou art, the more 
nſpe& thou wilt bez 
ary , the more ſafe, 
avoiding of overco- 
7 point in hand, let us 
P practice theſe few Di- 


ruſt, Labour for knowledge 
and 2 ſound underſtanding : a 
ſound Judgment is a moſt precious 
mercy , and much conducerh to 
the ſoundneſſe of Heart an4 Life, 
” Male vivitur fi de Deo non bene 
creditur. A weak Judgement is 
H 3 eaſily 


2Tim.1,7. 


rAnug, dc. 


D.1.5.c.10, 
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y little is enough for Go 
Yer <uiſquis plus Fo non = 
Jlle ſapit : that is, in our Saviours 

Mg.o.16. phraic ; We are as ſheep in the mi1 
of Wolves, wee bad need then be 
wiſe as Serpents, and harmeleſſe « 
Doves. It was the commenda- 
tion of Agricol in Tacitus ; Reti- 
nuit (quod eft difficillimum)ex $aji- 
| entia modum : Hz kept a medio- 
Latent ls critic in his Wildome, Lafantim 
CO * faith, Neque Religio ulla ſine ſapi- 
+ bo entia ſuſcipienda #, neque ulla fo 
Religione probanda [aptentia : no 
Religion ſhould be undertaken 

wirhout wiſdom,ncicher ſhould any 
wiſdome be allowed without Reli- 

gion, For all overdoing in Gods 


work is undoing , as faith a | 
Mr. Baxt. redoubted Warrier of the f ge 
Dire. 26. 
P42.352, 


And whoever you meet with 

would overdo, ſuſpeRt him Mer 
a ſubtil deſtroyer , or one deluded 
by the deſtroyer, Oh what « 
Tragedy could I here ſhew you of 


the divels ating ! And what a' 


myſterie of the Helliſh art of de- 
ceiving could I open ! By accaſi- 
on of our preſent quarrels with 
herericks, rhe Old Serpent ſteps 
in, and will nceds be a ſpirit of 
zeal 


per our 
adviſe 
our OW 
our (cl 
dence 
of all 
think | 
more | 
wary 
and tt 
Now 
ings 
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reals, in cauling many profefſours 
to ſeparare from their appointed 
congregations 3 and inducing 
them Fo rather ſeducing them)ro 
overdo, O that God would open- 
the eyes of his churches in England 
to ſee this Satanical ſtrarageme. 

S. 3 Then let us not be too 


much bent on a thing , noc juſt in Rojr.1 2:3- 


our own opinion : but ler us tem- 
per our zcal with godly wiſdome , 
adviſe with others , lean not on 
our own underftanding, flatter not 
our ſelvs in any opinionative confi- 
dence of our own abilities to judg 
of all that is fit to be done :; but 
thiak ſobcrly of our ſelves. The 
more humble thou art, the more 
wary and circumſpe& thou wilt bez 
and the more wary , the more ſafe, 
Now for the avoiding of overco- 
ing, in the point 5, by let us 
conſtantly praQtice theſe few Di- 


. reions, 


Firſt, Labour for knowledge 
and a ſound underftanding : 3 
ſound Judgment is a moſt precious 
mercy , and much conducerh to 
the ſoundneſle of Heart an4 Life, 
Male vivitur fi de Dco non bene 
cyeditur. A weak judgement is 

H 3 eakly 


2 Tim.1.7, 


rAvug, dc(C. 
D.1.5.c.10, 


Derodon, 
diſp.1. in 


Dial cum 
Trapertit, 
p to, 265, 
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ealily corrupted : And if ir be 
once corrupted, the will and con» 
verſation will quickly follow. Our 
underſtandings are inlets of en- 
trance to the whole foule. The 
moral Philoſopher hath. well con- 
cluded, Omnis malus eft ignorane, 
& ſolus ignorans malus eft ; igno- 


Ezhicks.$.4 cc is vircually every er- 


rour, 

Secondly, Be ſure you make 
conſcience of the great duties you 
are to perform in your families : 
Teach your children and ſervants 
the Knowledge and fear of God : 
pray with them daily and fervent- 
ly : Read the Scriptures and = 
books ro them : Keep them from 


ff ; eſpecially ſee that the Lords | 


day be wholly ſpent in theſe cxer- 
cites, and not in ſports or idle- 
neſſe, 

Thirdly, Remember alwaies 
that ye are bound to be followers 
of Peace and unity: He that is 
not a ſon of peace , is not the ſon 
of God, Ail other ins deſtroy 
church-communion conſequenti- 
ally,bu: divition and ſeparation de- 
molith ir direly, TFuſtin Mar- 
tyr profeſieth , tbat if a Jew ſhould 
keep 


eep the 
did 


id no 
to it as 
knowle« 
he may 
have C 
brother 
believe 

ſturb t] 

{cparat 


t fear, | 


{ brand 


brand 

Fo! 
yer 
fall £1 
is 0 
hath 
zee ſ 
are! 
ken! 
whe 
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keep the ceremonial Law (ſo bee 
did not perſwade” the Gentiles 
to it as neceſſary ) yet if he ac- 
knowledg Chriſt, be judgeth that 
he may be ſaved , and he would 
have communion with him as a 
brother, And I profeſle , that 1 
believe, that profeſſors which di- 
ſturb the peace of the. church , and 
ſcparate from their brethren 3 nay I 


| fear, leſt they ſhould prove a fire- 
brand in hell , 


for being a fire- 
brand in the cvurch. 

Fourthly, Keep the maſtery 0- 
ver Your ficſh and ſenſes. Few 
fall from God , but fleſh-pleaſing 
is the cauſe ; Remember who 
hath (aid , If ye Live aſter the fleſ”, p, 
zee ſhal die. Think of this when ye 
are tempted, not only to luſt,drun- 
kenneſs, worldlineſs, &c. but alſo 
whenye are tempted to ſeparate from 
your Parockial Aſſemblies ; far 
the Apoſtle hath pronounced ſuch 
to be carnal. You little think 
what a fin ir is , even to pleaſe 
your fleſh further then it tends to 
help you in. the ſervice of God. 
Multis enim ſervict, gui carport 
ſervit; He hath many maſters, 
that {ſerves his ficſh 3 and after 
H 4. Hone- 
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Honeftum ei vile eft , cut eorpur] can wal 
—_— ; Hef is kg you w_ 
him that endeareth his body, This Cc 
Happy, were many a Chriftian, if Mules 
they had —_ this leſſon , —_ 
which an infidel teacheth them ; | For p 
then would they beware , left | ci w 
conſcience loſe its tenderneſfle; then ew 
would they live in a conſtant F firſt be 
readineſſe and expeQation of Þ WÞ*") 
death , having their converſation Þ P*. 
in heaven, while they live upon | you W 
earth, { ſonab: 
Fifthly, Look upon all preſent be prc 
ations or conditions with a re- | 9nd 


membrance of their end. Solox Li 
pon - defired Creeſus, Tex os orgy, to | _ 
Ambit, Þ*bold theend. Delire not a ſhare 

"* intheirproſperity, who muſt pay pert 
as dear bh it , as the loſſe of their Arc 
ſouls : Be: not ambitious of that try, 
honour which muſt end in confu= Þ} C0 
fron : nor of the favour of thoſe Qrir 

that God will call enemies. Fear G_ 

not that man that muſt ſhortly feire 

tremble beforcGod,whom all muſt Bic 

fear. rae 

Sixthly , Deal faithfully with _ 

every truth you receive 3 take heed tha 

of (ubjeRing it to carnall intereſt, tha 

If once you have affeRions that _ 
can 


{ firſtbelieve it is no duty. 
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can maſter your underſtandings , 
you underſtand not the Truth. 
This changeth Chriſtians into 


Mules or Ailes: as Amony the $o{ 6.6.C.5.7 


Hermite dreamed of rhe. Ariane, 
For when you have a reſolu.ion-to 
caſt off any duty ( as Parochial 
Church-communion ) you will 
And 
wh:n-you muſt change your judge-. 
ment + for carnal. advantages , 
you wil make the change ſeemre.- 
ſonable and rizhc, . And evil ſhall 
be proved good, when you have a 
mind to follow it. 

Laſtly, Apprehendthe neceſſity 
and uſctulnetle of Chriſts Oihcers, 
Ocder,and Ordinances for the pro> 
fperity of his Charch. Tell your 
Archippas that he fulfill his mini- 
ftry, as in abandoning all fin in 
converſation , ſo all errors indo- 
Qrine : otherwiſe by. the ancient 
canons of the Church he hath for- 
feired his miniſtry, Paſtors muſt 
guide you, not ſeduce you or lead 
you Jeſuitically bliadfolded cece 
obedicntis-Pray for your Miniſter 
that. utterance may be given him, 
that he m3y open his mouth boldly 
to Make known the myttery of the 


Hs Gaſp:l, 


Concil. Mis + 


lev. 2.c.24 
25. eAnno- 
416. 


Epheſ.6:1 9 


Arift.Erh, 
bt.7. C.14. 
mn finc. 
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Goſpel. Watch carefully , that no 
weakneſſe of the Miniſter draw 
you to a diſeſteeme of the Ordi- 
nances of God, nor any of the 
ſad miſcarriages of Profeffors 
ſhould cauſe you to ſer lefle by 
Truth or Godlinefſe : Wrong 


not Chriſt more , becauſe other Þ 


men have ſo wronged bim; Quar- 
rel more with your owne unſfit- 


nances , then with other mens. 
Tt is the frame of your own heart, 
that doth more to help or hinder, 
your -edification , then the 
guality of thoſe whom you joine 
with. 

$ 4 Bur the ſad experience of 
th:(e times of ſeparation from de 
rermined church-communion, hath 
much abated the confidence of the 
godly , that Antidotes wil preyail 


wich the vulgar or ordinary Chri- | 
. Fian: and canfed them to have | 


lower thoughts of mens docility 
and traftability , then ſome- 
times they have had , and doe 
look on man as a diſtempered in- 
conſtant creature , of a natu- 
ral mutability in his apprchen- 
ons and AﬀeRions ; though 

God 


b 


God 5 
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fruit of 
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God , who knowes the heart, and 


knowes his owne decrees, may 
know his finceriry, and fore- 
know his perſeverance. The 
fruic of Church-ſeparatian , ap- 


peareth,, that now when Satan 


harh a deſign co burn up the Nur- 


| ſeries of Learning and R. ligion , 


how few are watcting Gods plants? 
when the greedy mouth of ſacri- 
ledg is gaping for their mainte- 
nance, how tew are voluncarily 
adding for the ſupply of irs defect : 
whcn the Goip:1 is fo under- 
mined , the Minittry ſo ma- 
liened, and their maintenance 
ſo envied ; how few arethey thar 
appeare for them ? How few 
are like that Noble man, who 


b.ickly tore and rent the Eyſeb.?. 8. 


TRUE: E4Ji&t of Dioclefan the 
Emperour againſt Criſtians ? 
What God will yer do with us, we 
cannot teil : but if he will con» 


tinue his Gaſpel to us , theſe few - 


may have the greater comfort 
in it : if hee will forſake a 
proud and unworthy people , 
yet may theſe few fouls have 
comfort of their fancere endea- 
vous, they may eſcape the gnaws 


ings. 


6-5 


I5C 

ings of conſcience , and rhe 

lick curſe and reproach which the 
hyſtory of this age may faſten up- 
en them who would either in ig- | 
aorant fury, or malicious ſubtilcy, 
or baſe — " ure | 
oppunge or ermiane the Golpel; 
or in perfidious filence look 0 | 
whilſt it is deſtroyed. : 


Cu av. XVIII 

el; þ The Concluſion. 

j $ 1. [-FJAving taken the bold- 
HAws 


neſſe to deliver my 
Reaſons againſt this cammon Sin 
and Error :. I humbly crave , that 
ifever Chriſtians would have their 
| foules converted, they would ls 
» | bour to frequent Divine Ordi- 
7 nances intheir due circumſtances. 
If we look to the quality of the A- | 

Qion, SauFdid well (laith Arno oy ig 
! big) when he offercd Sacrifice , , ny 4 
7 umoGod ; Burwemuſtnatcon- & i | 
if fider the quality of the FaR , but "5 
the Pride of the contemner ; for 
there are many Duties, Vue cum 
bona ſont opera, perniciem pariunt , 

$103 non eo ordine, quo ſunt conſti 
Furr, peraguntur : Which, though 
they be good works , bring dam- 
nation, when they are noe rien 
that order as they ſhould, No man 
will be much wroughton bychar 
which he geipiſerh. The greer 


- 


(158) 
cauſes of this contempt are, a Per- 
verted Judgement, and a graceleſſc 
Heart, It is no more wonder for 
a Soul to loath Divine Or1inan- 
ces , that ſayourerth not their Spi- 
ritual Nature; then ir is for a lick 
man to loath his food, Where a 
ſanRtified Judgment 1s wanting , 
the moſt helliſh Vice may (cem a 
Vertue, and the moſt ſacred Ordi- 
nance of Divine Inſticution may 
ſecm as the waters of Jordan to 
Neanen. Ob ! How many Soules 
may Curſe- thaſe wretches in Hell 
fire for cyer, that have by chem 
been brought to conzemn the 
Mcanes that ſhould. fave them ! 
And let the greateſt thar are guilty 
in this crime ». read Cyprizn his 
- wards, and tyemble. What greay 
er crime can, there be { ſacks 0 
then to have Rood up againk 
Chriſt ( In bis Officers and Ore 
dinances } ?, Then to have (cate 
tered the church of Chrift, which 
he bath purchaſed with his bleod 2 
Thea ta have fought by, the fury 
of hoſtile Diſcord SE the una» 


gimouly agrecing people of God # 
Who thoygh whemſclyes: ſhould 
xepens , and turn to the church , 

; WW.” 


(159) 
yet can they not recover and bring 
back with them , thoſe ſeduced by 
theirExample;or thofe thatbeing by 
death prevented , are dead without 
the church, whoſe Souls at the day 
of- Judgment ſhall be required ar 
their hands, who were the Lea- - 
ders of them to Perdirtion , &c. 

$ 2. And now I have given 
you my beſt advice, forthe avoi- 
ding this Errzr, The manner of 
it is impertet , and too much 
mine own : but for the main mat- 
ter, I dare (ay, I received it from 
God , in his Holy Scrjp:ares, 
RT T0 him I deliver - to his 
People , and his charge T lay upon 
teal thar they a and _ 
Qtifſe it, Yet Iknow there is a 
remnant of Paganiſme and-Infide- 
tity in the beſt of har x gs 
cerning the Divine Authority o 4 
rhe Sacred Scriptures. . The chicf 52 | 
cauſe ( befides many orhers)which , , 
perverteth the Underſtandings- of ' © 
men in this point , in my poor ob= 
ſervation, ts this. . When men 
haye. deeply wounded their con- 
(ciences by finning againſt Know- 
tedge, and given the Victory to 
the fleſhly Lufts , fo tha _y 

2 


(160) 
muſt either deeply accuſe and con« 
demn themſelves , or deny the 
Scriptures 3 they chooſe that which 
ſeemeth the more tolerable and de- 
fireable to them : and (o, rather 
condemn the Scriptures , then 
themielves, Thelc are, Lucifuge 
| Scripturarum ( as Tertullizn calls 
| Tert.deRe- them ) Owles or Bats; which can 
| fur. Carn. nomeretake heed unto that light 
Ga 47+ that is the Life of the World, then 
Bats do unto the light of the Sun, 

And what MalefaQtor would. nor 

do the like , and except againſt the 

Law that doth condemn him , if 

that would ſerve his. turn.? And 

when men ,. that. are engaged in a 

Gnful courſe, do ſce that the Word 

of God dath. ſpeak fo terribly a«. 

gaink it, they dare not live in that. 

finne, while they believe the Scri= 

pure , becauſe ir is ſtill wakning, 

and palling their guilty conſcien-. 

ces : but when they have either. 

caſt away thcir Belief of the Scri 

peures, or otherwiſe miſtaken them 

chrough miſinterpretation , miſap-- 

plication , &c, then conſcience 

will let them fin with more quiet=- 
melſe,, The like may be expeRed 
&om thaſe I oppoſe. For theſe 
men 
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(161) | 
men refuſe their Phylick , becauſe 
it is unpleaſant, and not becauſe 
it is unwholcſome : yer at [aſt their 
Appetite ſo maſtereth their Rea- 
fon , that they will not believe 2- 
ny thing can be wholeſome, which 

oes ſo. much againſt their ſto- 
mack. Ahab believed not the 
meſſage of Micajeh 3 not becauſe 


he ſpake falſly , but becauſe hee 1King. 22, 
ſpake no good of him, but evill, 8.18. 


Men will cafily be drawn to be- 
lieve that to be true , which they 
would faine have to be true; and. 
that to be falſe , which they defire 
ſhould be falſe. But alas ! how 
ſhact and filly a cure is this for a 
guilty Soule ? And how ſeone will 
it leave them in uncurable Mi- 
fery ! 

$ 3. Only Imuſtcraye this of 
the Reader , that my canfaffed: 
weakneſſe be no prejudice toGods 
Truth : andrhat he will nor judge 
of the cauſe by the Perſon, nor 
take the Name or Perſcn for a 
Faul: : Which is the thing that 
the ancient chriſtians did ſo depre- 


- cate of the Pagans ; and therefore 


I hope every Chriſtian will grant. 
For in regard ofthe churches = 


(x62) 
ſent _neceflities, , I dare not give 
over , for all my InperfeQions. 
Though T have ever beca of a Spi- 
rit too eaſily diſcouraged, and rea» 
dy to ſay as the Prophet , .T will 

Fer. 20 ſpeak no more in bis Name : yer 

* *%: 5+ God hath ſo ſuited his Providence 
to my Infirmities and Necelities, 
as not only to cure my backward- 
neſſe , but alſo to canvince me 
of the pleaſantnefie of his Work. 
I am ed that it was the Lord 
on ſent me into his m_ ard,and 
withour bins none ſhall tarce me 

——_—— out,, He that gave mc fewer Ta- 
lents then others , will Expe& 
but an anſwerable Improvement at 
my hands ; but be they never ſo 
ſmall , 1 dare not hide them. He 
that calleth for two Mites , will 

Mat.11.25. accept them : He dcſpileth not the 

Zech. 4.10, day of ſmallthings. Hee ſometime 
revealeth that ro babes , which he 

hideth from the wiſe and prudent : 
For the Wiſdome of the World i 
1C07.1,25, foolifhneſs with God , andthe foo- 
ziſhne(s of God is wiſer then men : 
and no fleſh ſhall glony in bs fight. 
The Lord grant, that I may (6 


uſe the (mall abilities that I have, . 


that I be not condemned as an un- 


pro» 
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(163) 

profitable and unfaithful Servant : 
and then Ids not feare being con- 
demned for their (malneſs, 

$ 4. More I would (ay , but I 
feare to ſpcile the elegancy of lear- 
ned Camero, in his Epiſtle ad 
Theologos Leidenſes, by Engli- 
ſhing it : wherein is the ſumme 


of what 1 would (ay , and thither 739- 


I refer the Reader. In the mean 
time, look upon my aberrations , 
where you find them, with pity 
and Pardon 3 And where you ſhew 
me that I have erred (asa man ) 
you ſhall ſce that as a Chriſtian , 
it was 'not my want of loye tothe 
Truth , but want of light to dif- 
cover it , that hath miſled me 
fromic My Prayer is, that the 
Lord would ſave his People from 
that ſpiric of Pride, hypocrifie, ſe- 
para:ion , and Giddineile , which 
is of late gone forth, and is now 
deſtroying and making hayock 
of millions of Soules in Englend. 
And that the Lord would keep his 
People unſpotted of the guilt of 
thoſe Sinnes, which in theſe dayes 
have been the ſhame of our Reli- 
vion, and have made us a Scandal 
and Scorn to the World, 

And 


(164) 
And parden, O Lord, thy 
Servants Sin, : for I 
de daily diſhoncur thy 
Holyneſſe, and diſgraee 
thy Work and Servite 
by my weakneſs and 
#nWverthineſſe. I be- 
waile from my heart, 
that my Apprehenſions 
are {o aull, my Aﬀee 
Fions ſo ftnpid,, : and 
my Expreſſions ſo liw 
and munbeſeeming thy 
Service, Remember 
With whom thou haſt to 
do. What canſt thu 
expett from duſt, but 
tevity t or from corrups 
tion, but defilement ? 
T know thou wilt be ſan- 
Aified in them that 
come nigh tree, And 
before ali the prople thin 
wilt be glorified. But 
though weakneſſe and 
SIrreverexce be the fruid 

if 


(165) 
of mine own Corrupt6- 
ox; yet the fire u« from 
thy Altar,and the work. 
i of thy commanding. 
Oh therefore waſh away 
all my Sins With the 
blood of the Lamb , 
which taketh away the 
Sin of the world. Im- 
perfelt or none, muſt be 
thy Service here, Ob 
take thy Sons excuſe ; 
The Spirit is willing , 
but the Fleſh is weak. 


Gratias tibi Domine Feſu, 
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| OR 
[A Parencrical confutation of the 
Epidemical Error,wbich afſert- | 
cth.Separation fromParo- 
chial Church-communion. 


| Demonſfirating 
Their | apc on the 
Lords day negled the publick 
| Exerciſes of Divine Worſhip 
in their Parochial Congrepga- 
tions, and frequent (ceters 
peribus)other Chwches,to be 
Anti-icriptural. 
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i5 limited wich certatne Circupe 

Kances, and circumicribed: fo 

that way be ſaid ro be inderermi- 

ned, whole Admaniſtracion and 
Pn, is Nee” _—_ 

. , onal, Accidental, The Philolo- 
"_ Bio, phcr telleth us, That Circum- 
'3+"*  Mtances are the particular Conditi- 
ons of tingular Atts, Now Cir- 


cumſitances are determined inhi 


Scripture but in general, and lekþ 
to Humane determination 4n ſpecic.$e 
T berefore Aquinas caucludeth, 
Aquin, 12. That the contideration of circumeh: 
732.0. & ſtances, doth chicfly belonz unthi 
12.18. 3.0. Divines; andthat they make any 
Action either good or bad. A 
Scor. Sent.1, Scotus teacheth, That the Derer: 
1.4.28 queſ Pination of a thing is twofold 
(oppolite unto 3 twatold Indeter 
mination) namcly, a Determins 
tion unto Comtraditories, CO: 
Poſitive Diverſities: and then; 
concludeth, that Determinatio 4 
elteram partem Contradifions ſt: 
cum indeterminatione ad diver (i 
And therefore the determination 
of Solemn Worſhip to Parochiz 
Church-communion on the Lox 
Nay, doth conhit with his Ind: 
rexwpined Worſhip at other time 


an 


447.12, 


(27) - 


places on certaine occalt- 


ns, 
The ſum of all is, That Deter- 
wined and Parochial 'Church- 
ommunion > is -a Duty inm- 
lanted by Nature , otherwiſe it 
ere not abſolutely a MoralyNa- 
ual Duty to worſhip God ſolemn- 
y at allz for every ſuch Duty, 
hich we by the Law of Nature 
ſve unto God, cannot bur be per- 
.Ferually and univerſally poſſible to 
||; he being perpetually exiſtent 
nd preſent withus, and we with 
ofim. And ſo by the Law of Na- 


ut 1 paſs from Nature to Scrip- 


re. 


(28) 


CHAP. IV. 


All Chriftians arr to joyne 
themſelves to ſome parti- 
cular viſible Church, when 
the Lord offereth Occa- 


fron. 


$ 1. MY ſecond (ort or kind 
of Reaſoning a- 
ainſt the Practice I oppoſe , is 
educed from plaine Scripture, 
And here,though I might plead, as 
Terr.deMo- Tertullian did,Scriptura negat, quod 
w0gam. 6,4. 701 notat; That theScripture deny- 
eth that which it teacueth not; And 
ſeeing this praice hath no Scri- 
pture-warrant (for any thing that I 
ever yet ſaw or heard) the PraRti- 
ſers of it ſhould fear that Woe de- 
nounced , not only againſt them 
that adde or diminiſh, but likewiſe 
that adulterate the ſenſe of Scri 
Tertall. de ture. For according to Ternulli 
weſcr.c.rp ins Rule the Scripture is as much 
wronged 
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(29) 
wronged by perverting the ſenſe ,as 
by corrupting the words of ir. 
But to deal with chem with their 
own weapons: Where is it ſaid, 
That you are not to joyne in a de- 
termined Church Communion, to 
hear your own Paſtor? Where 
are thoſe words written ? It they 
anſwer, Negatives cannot be prc- 
yed, To this we reply, And where is 
that (aid ? for we find it no where in 
Scripturezthat Negatives cannot be Luk.24.39, 
proved. Yea, we find that Chriſt Marth. 4.7 
proved Negatives; for he proved , 
that him(e}t was not -a Spirit, That 
God was not to be tempted, &c, 


|| 1f Negatives arc not to be proved, 


_ Negatives are no: iy be belic- 

yed, Ours is an Affirmative, 
which they yeild may be proved ey fr 
theirs is a Negative,which they ſay " Se 6. 
cannot be proved : We then have * * 
the better of it ; there is hope of 

proof on our {ide 3 theirs is deipe- 

rare, But though T might defire 

them to prove their Praftice by 

Scripture, yer becauſe with Tcr- 

tullizn, 1 adore the fulneſlſe of the ContraHer. 
Scripture,] will ſhew their praiſe, mog.c.22. 
who on the Lords Day negle& the 

publick exerciſes of Divine Wor-- 


C 3 ſhip 


(zo) 
ſhip in their dearermined Parochiy! 
Congregaions,and frequem (c&? 


ris paribms) other Churches, to by 


Anti-(criptural. Thus : 

'$ 2. Firſt,all are to joyn then 
. Felvesto a viſible Church ; eithe 
Formally tobe a member thereof, 
or. Materially by confeſſing the 
Faith of the true vifble Charch, 
when God offereth occafion. 

+ Becauſe we ought to be ready 
» give an anſwer or confeflion to 
every one that askah, 1 Pet 


15, 
c 2 Becanſe he who denyeth Chrift 
before men,him alſo will Chriſt den) 
before bis Father, and the holy An- 
gelr,Mat.10.33. 

3 Becauſc Chriſt hath promiſed 
his preſence to his Churches, as he 
walked in the midft. of the golden 
candlefttchs,Rev.2.1. 

4 Becauſe Faith cometh by 
hearing a ſent Preacher, Rom, 
10.24. 

5 Bzcauſe ſeparation from a vi- 
fible Church is condemned , 
Hebr. 10. 24. Fude 19. i Fohn 
2, 19, 

6 Becauſe the godly eyer efteem- 
:<dit a rich fayor of God, to = 
ho! 


hold 
that 1 
even 


Houſ 


ire 


plain 
$4.1 


(31) 
hald on the s$kirt of a Jew; 
that 3$,to have any communion, 
even as a door-keeper in tle Ze".8.3. 
Houſe of the God, and have F/4l. 27.4. 
"Wired it exceedingly, and com- © 42 1.07% 
plained of the want thzreof, Pſal. ©# 63-122. 
$4.132,10. -— 
$ 3 Yetif any die wichour the p 
Church, having faith in Chriſt, 
ard want opportunity to conteſle 
him before men, as repenting at 
on toſf8 whe hour of death, their ſalvation 
Per is ſure , becanſe they are withinthe 
Church, So is that Maxime tobe 
riff taken, Extra Eccleſiam non eſt Sa- C im.fcEcc. 
dewſ| 1+; None can be {ayed who are e- p.27 2.41 fot 
An very way without tha Church,Vi- 
ſible and Inviſible 3 as all periſhed 
ſed} whowerenat in Noahs Ark, AS afy, Blake 
s het for thoſe who deny any being of a gy, cap.30| 
lderf Church univerſal viſible, I would 51 fne. | 
learn of th:m into what particular 
by Church the Eunuch was received, 
om, | and by Baptiſm aCtually and fo- 
lemnly admitted 3 or whaher he | 


— —— —p—_. — 


Vi- was {till no Church-member, bur 
d,fſ| analien and ſtranger to the Com- 
ohn monwealth of 1{rarl, nor admined 

to the Church ? And to what pat- 
mM- ticular Congregation the Prophets , 
ay 


Apoftles and Evanyeliſts joyned 
Gl them- 


Aunguft. 


Teri. de 1- 


i dolol.c.22, 


Eng. Annot 
* on Mat, 12, 
| 30, 


themſelves by Covenant ? 
$ 4 There isthen a neceſſity 


of joyning our ſclves to ſome parti- 
cular viſible Church ; but itis na 
Neceſſitas medi, ſed pracepti ; It is 
not ſuch a neceſſity that all are 
damned whoare not within ſome 
viſible Church, For Auguſtine tru- 
ly faith, There be many Wolves with- 
inthe Church, and many Sheep with- 
out, But if the Lord offer oppor- 
tunity,all are obliged by his Com- 
mandment of conteſling Chriſt be- 
fore men,to joyn themſelvs to ſome 
Viſible<hurch: for all Denying,iy 
Idolatry, in Tertullians judgment, 
And he denyeth Chriſt, chart is not 


with him,or for him. 


So our Sa- 


viour teacherh, Luke 11.23. He that 
i not with me,is againſt me 3 and he 
that gatherethnot wit) me, ſcattereth; 
that is, He that deciareth not him- 
ſelf to be on my tide, is againſt me. 
There are no Neute:s 3 tor there is 
no man bur he is eithzr Chriſts or 


Satans. 


As in war, he that fight- 


ch nor for his Prince is an enemy. 
As they which are to gather in their 
Maſters harveſt, it they negle& it, 
are (cattercrs. and deſtroyers; lo 
they that will not defend Chriſts 


honor 


8 honor, 
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ten dat 


3 
8 honor, at leaſt profeſſe and confefſc 


it (wterein they can) betray his 
cauſc,and are enemies. Yet there is 
a fellowſhip with the viſible church 
internal, of hidden Believers, In 
the Romiſh Babel this is ſufhci- 
ent for ſalvation, Neceſſitate medi. 
But they want opportunity to joyne 
themſelves to the reformed viſible 
churches;yet do they fin in the want 
of profetſian of the Truth, and in 
not witneſſing againſt the Anti- 
chriſt ; which is anſwerable to an 
adjoyning themſelves to a vifible 
church, And ſothoſe whodo nor 
profeſs the faith of the true viſuble 

church (the Lord affording oppor- 
runity) 'deny Chrift before men. 
Andtfiis external fellowſhip is ne- 

ceſſary to all , Neceſitate Pracepti : 

though the Lord graciouſly pardon 

this, as an infirmity in-hiSowny . 


Ruther ford 

Due Right © 
of Presby- -| 
rery. C5. | 
Sed 5.9.78 ; | 


who for fear of cruel perſecution,0t- - 


ten dare not confeſſe Chriſt. 


C'5 CHAP... 


Pf:119.176 


| 
i © I3, 


1.50.17 


* deed a Scattering enforced, when 
7 men are driven L 


(84) 


WW AT; TV. 


we are bound ro Hearing in 
our own determined Con: 
gregations, Neceſlitate 
Precepti. 


$ 1, YEcondly, Howlocyer we 
be not bound unto hee 

ring in our own Co ations, 
Neceſſuae Medii,as if Gods grace 
were tyedto the Mcanes this way : 
Yet Neceſſuate Pracepti, we are, it 
We. er Gods Commandmenc ; 
In no other way can we expect the 
Lords ordinary preſence, promile, 
and acceptance : See Heb.1 3.17. 
1 Thif.5.zz. Iris a cutſe, to be 
as Sheep having no ſhepherd, Matth, 
9.36. that is, ſcattered abroad,not 
knowing where to get food,and ex- 
poſed to many Sedugers, as people 
without a Paſtor, There is in- 


violence from 


{ ; + bl 


Gods fervice, but that is nor the 
ſcatrering meane by eur Saviour 3 - 


but a voluntary ſtraying , when 
p-ople are not willing only, bar 
love to wander; as Fer. 14.19. 2a 
vandring ous of ſelf-will 3 not a 
corporal, but a ſpiritual ttraying, 
by which men of rhemlclyes 
wander from God, and go aſtray 
from the way of Truth and Life ; 
from thoſe wayes and courſes that 
God hath preſcribed them in his 
Word,and dire&ed rhemunto by 
his Spirir : as rhey, Pſal.14.3.J 

$ 2. It is the Daty of all con- 
ſcientious Chriſtiansto ſer them- 
ſelves under ſome particular Mini-= 
ter as their Paſtor, and to hear 
him conſtamily. Dr. Ames proves 
that this Ordinance of the Lord 
is the Duty of allChriſtians;name- 
ly, to ſextle rhemelycs under ſome 
one particular Paſtor, and to joyne 
chemielys to a determined or partt- 
cular Church, 

1 Becauſe iris Chriſts inſtitu- 
tion, Math.18.17. in which there 
is a necelity, Non Pracepii ian- 


rum, fed og Medii : He addath five 


Keaſons more, which for brevities 
&ke I omic. EEE 


2 Bev - 


Pſal.58.z 


Ame. wie © 
Conſe. l. 4. 
C.24.qu#(.1 
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2 Becauſe every Flock muſt be 
under an Overſeer, eAfs 20. 28, 
& 18. 23, 1f we be the flock of 
Chriſt, we muſt have a ſhepherd, 
who ſhall feed us in Chriſts 
ſtead. 

3 Becauſe our perfetion and e- 
dification dependeth ordinarily up- 
on our particular Teacher , to 
which end Paſtors were given,Eph, 
4-11,12. andparticular Guides, 
as Philip tothe Eunuch, 

4. Becauſe Paſtors are to preach 
conſtantly, 2 Tim. 4, 2. eſpecially 
on the Lords Day they ſhould not 
omit to preach Forenoon and Af- 

Ameſ, de *00n. Dr. Ames notes, that to 
nr. the SanRifcation ot that Day, ex= 
Conjc.t.4.6. erciſes of publick Worſhip .in a 
3 3-£44}3-4. Church, well conſtituted, and en- 
joying her Liberty, ought to bee 
held forth forenoon and afternoon, 
Halfe the Lords Day ſpent in Re- 
lizion will not ſuffice to diſcharge 
from the ſecond due attendance on 
that Day : For if the Law of Na- 
turedetermine for every worky-day 
of mans life,at leaſt a double atten- 
dance upon-Gad, as neceſlary unto 
all men, much more on the Lords 
day. The cominuance being nat 


Sabb. Red. 
[ part I C.11, 
| Seas. 


it be 


O, 29, 
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kere determined, the ſervice may 
be ſo ſuddenly diſpatched, as no- 
thing but want of will and Devo- 
tion can be aſſigned, asthe cauſe 
of not tendring that double pre- 
portion on the moſt buſie day, 
_ any . man hath in his whole 
life. 

$ 3. Furthermore , reverend 


Mr. Collings proves. by four Ar- Vindicie: 
guments, that it is the duty of pri- aſinift. E- 
varte Chriſtians, who have ſet yang.queſt.. 
:benſelves under particularPaſtors, 5,q.82, 


not to negle& them when they do 
preach. For, 

1, To what purpoſe made they 
choice of him ? 

2. He hath a particular over» 
light over them commited to him, 
AZ.:0.38. 1 Pet.5.2. 1 Theſſ.5.1- 
Hebr.,13.17,2 4. 

3 A Paſtors more eſpecial tye 
to his own Flock then another, . 
(A#.20.28. x Pet.5.2.Jargues that 
they are more eſpecially tied to 
him, and that he is appoinged te 
feed them, 

4 Chriſtians own Paſtors have 
amore ſpecial diſpenſation of the 

race of God given them to them- 
ward,Eph.z.2, Of which more ful 


(38) 
Now then, lay theſe together; 
ir the duty of private Chriſti 


who have ſet themſelys under tht 


particular Paſtors, to attend diving 

Ordinances on the Lords day, d: 

livered forenoon and afternoon? 
Dy. Harris, But tee the times, Reader ! Irisl; 
Peters Ey- mentable to conſider the lirtle ul; 
Len. in that is made of Gods Ordinance; 
Prefas, i moitplaces ; Preachers too often 
(I tremble to ſpeak ir, or write it) 
be uſed like Polt-hories, ſpurred on 
till they be ſpent, and then a freſh 
4s called for ; in the mean time th: 
world f1:s ſtil;and thinks to be ſave! 
for hearing. Reader, mourn fo: 
this, weep for this ; for this boads 
a Judgment 3 the Lord will ſurely 


reckoa for the blood of his ſervants, 


Nazian, ad ipent, as. well as ſhed. 


Sec Nazt 
Bal. a 


anzen his complaint,Epiſt.z 1. 


CHAP. 


L 
pleaſu 
"0 
ablerh 
ſteric: 


LP. 


CHAP. VI. 


{God afſigneth unto every or- 


dinary Paſtor a portion of 
his people, to be inftrufted 
by him, 


$ 1. irdly, A Miniſters 
Calling is termed in 
Scripture, The Grace of God 3 as 
Rom.1.y. Epbeſ.3.z2. And it is 
lo termed in a twofold reſpeR : 
t. Becauſe the deſigning tothe 
Miniſterial Calling is of grace. 
2. And the faculty qualitying 
us for it, is from the tree favour of 


VI, 
The Miniſterial FunRion then 
hath theſe two properties 3 
x Ic is founded in the free 
pleaſure of God,Gal.3.15. 
2. All the ſufficiency which en- 
ablech any manto di the my- 
mee 


Ra4v.in voce 
Gratia. 
nun.z, difs. 
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meer grace of God, 1 Coy. 15. 10. Th 
From theſe premilles I infer, Thaſſh,4;oa 

as God giveth Miniſters their Cal-,,. 
ling, ſo alſo their people, towardff,.q 
whom he will blefſe their laboursYÞ, co: 41 
It is true, the care of all the Chu every 
2C#r.11.28 ches was laid on the Apoftle 3 buſf,.nce 
not ſo now: for whereſoever Godſſie,y oy 
now giveth-a Miniſterial Calling, Ora: 
there he giveth a people, of whonſſ nc 
the Minifter may fay, Towardi1eth ; 
you grace is given me of God. Þ....q 
This is Mr. Bazns his obſervatif, ,1mj 
on on Ephef.z.2. That Chriſtiangþ,c,, ;, 
own Paſtors have a more ſpecial, 1-4, 
diſpenſation of the grace of Gojjz, 
iven them to them-ward. Whenahh,., 1, 
e > aver m_ _ hem 
ople to depend eſpecially on tho... 
54.20 aver hom, for thoſe anſþ @...4 
they who are furniſhed from God; ,,ciy 
in an eminent manner with gracf,, (.., 

towards them : They are fooliſhf,,,.. 
Pigeons that know not their owneg..,, p, 
Lockers 3 and fooliſh ſheep that, ,,jjj i 
know not their ſhepherds voietjſe ther 
and fooliſh people that. know naſ,,,..7 
their Minifter. . her mes 
S 2, Hence then it is evident;ſlyhg re: 
That God affigneth to every ordi-f{yhen ; 


[5 10S: This is the difference be: ween 
I: dinary and Extcaordinary P3- 
For ordinary Miniſters,the 

ord commanided to: faſten them 
2cerrain places; Ordain Elders 

| every City, Tit.1.5. And inthe 
uouncel of Chalcedon it is decreed, 
GU emo ordinetur abſolute ; Let none 
diſc Ordained at large, leſt he prove 
wandring Fonathan, Caranza 
deth three other Councels, that 

. creed a wandring Levite not to 

*F: admitted Into communion : the 
- Falon is rendred by the Canonifts, 
We dicatur, Mendicat in palaſtra in- 
Tix Cleric, Every Miniſter 
Þcn muſt be ſeparated, authorized, 

d have allotted ro him a certaine 
ortion of pcople, which may bee 
Þſtrufted by him : which the di- 
inurive TTolpuyioy, not Tomy)» 

ay ſeem to infinuate in the. Scri» 
ture, Now as God giveth to e- 

ery Paſtor his inet thc ſo 

— *Þ: will that we take pains in lead- 
o them. We muſt not * Axag= 
etotTIotoFey, be Biſhops in o- 

lier mens Dioceſles, leſt God ſay, 

ho requirerh this at your hand ? 
ordfſyhen the Lord lis teth Candles, 
ie fanderth candleſticks on which 
{0 


Conc.Chal- 


cel.c.6. An. 
451. Epaue 
nen.c:z. An. 


F15. Mos 


An.8:19. 


Tribur.c.27 


eAn.895. 


Eng. Ann. 
6n Eccl.19. 
2.7. 


Homer. 


Ody(. 1.17. 


Tſa. 65.3. 
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and would deliver up his Army 
to the power of the Encmie, 
Nature teacheth to forſake ſuch 
Commanders , in obedience to 
their Supreme Soveraigne , and 


for ſafety of our ſelves. Laſt- - 


ly, An ignorant or ſcandalous 
Paftor , is ſo farre from being a 
gracious Mediatour between Gal 
and his people ( as he ſhould be 
that he 1s like to draw rather wra: 
up.n himſelf , then procure fa- 
vour for them, Yea, the Port 
telleth us , that they endanger 
their flocks 3 *Av]ee una xd 


lites (ſake 
ked him 


e0dpuor vounts, Evil ſhepherds], 


infect their flocks, They who 
ſinne in Geds Houſe or SanQu 
ary , are ſaid to provoke the Lork 
to his face, and to do evil before bi 
eycs; as if a Servant: ſhould do: 
things dirc&ly crofſe to his Mz 
ſters mind and commard, to hi 
face, Now as when the fear or 
knowledg of man is removed, for 4 
man freely to indulge himlclt : 
liberty of {inning , is a high prc 
vocation, and to make a practice 
of it, would argue a Ceſpera: 
caſe 3 So when their finne comc:! 
to be publick, it is the more grit 

Y ous 


a greate 
confuſic 


that Pal 
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10us , being committed by them 
'Y»ho ſhould haye beene exemplary 
for Picty and Religion, do ſuffer 
in their linne, for want of fince- 
ity, If ſo notable a Prophet as 
Moſes eſcaped not puniſh- 
ment ( for the Pialmiſt ſaith , It 
went evil with bim for the Iſrac- 
lizes fake,) though others provo=- 
ked him to finne 3 how much ſhall 
they be ſubjze& ro Gods judgment, 
{ho by Tgnorance or Scandal , 
Jcauſe Gods childrento fin ? 
| S. 3. But howſoever an Igno- 
tant or Scandalous Paſtor ought to 
be caſhiered 3 yet it is not in the 
p:oples power to reject or relin- 
quiſh cne that is already their 
-YTcacher , and ſeparate from 
' EChurch-communion with him , 
i. Yexcepr when he is utterly intole- 
table, and all orderly meanes for 

his ejection do faile. It cannot 


. {be proved from Scripture that any 


- Ypccpie may reject or depoſe their 
TE Miniſters : much lefle a leſſer 
. part of a Church may doit, when 
the greater diſlenteth : No, nor 
a greater 5 becauſe it tendeth to 
confuſion. - Mr, Bane telleth you, 
that Paſtor and people are as indi- 


Pſal, 106. 
32 


vidually 


Tert. de 
Cor. Mil, 
'P IQ, 
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vidually joyned together , as hu 


band and wife : That as no cauſe | 


can ſeparate husband and wite 
but Adultery , ſo nothing belid: 


inſufhciency (through ignorancÞ} 


or (cand3lous living) can ſep 


rate Paſtor and 4 For as heſ*! 


3s ſacred in his fri inſtalment 
ſoin the performance of his of 
fice he was honourable in the 
times of the Heathen. Tertulli 


tells us , that heathen Prieſt" 


were crowned : A ſymbole tha 
they could not be degraded , no 
caſhicred. And the firſt Crown 


which the Romans uſed , wi 


their Spicea Corona , gi 
Religious Enfign in ; 

their Prieſts. Honsſque is non nij 
vits finitur, & exulcs ctiam , ca) 
toſque comiatur , ſaith Pliny 


* nought* but death could terminat? 


* this honour ; which was thei 


companion both in exile and cap 


Conetl. La jvity. Sure I am, that it was deF** 
#dic.caÞ.13 creed in an ancicnt Councel F 

Anno. 320 That the people muſt nor be per 
mirred to elect (and therefore nofſ® 


you, do not admit him ar firſt: 
Bi 


che ET 
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dut if he be able to teach you, and 
Suide you , be ruled by him, e- 
en in things that to you are 
Joubrful 3 exccpt he teach you 
$ny fingular points 3 and then 
ke the adyice of other Mini- 
trs in trying it, Expect not 
tat he ſhould humour you , and 
eale your fancies, and (ay and 
fo as you would have him. Ir is 
ontrary » Not cnly toall exam» 
Fs in any age of the Church, 
ut to the office of Paſtors, and 
Naties of the people (in Scri- 
nfure ) to guide their Paſtors, 
d not to be guided by them , 
ut tojoyn with other Congrega- 
2ns on the Lords day , either in 
Se forenooen or aficrnoon , as 
ch as with their determined 
ariſh or Cengregation. Yet 
K4374anzen ieacherh us , That he 
tthus deipitech his Paſtor , is 
rain man , and by reaſon of his 
clumption , a new Dathan or 
lbiram, And we comp.ain to the 
ord in the words of the ſame holy 
aher; that in all our ſufferings 
lis thing is the moſt riviculous , NaQLEp.31 

$1 yet moſt to be piryed 3 that we 

Fe the ſame men that are io 

all 


Na\.Ep.26 
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and accuſed : For ſome men oh- 
jet one thing againſt us, others 
another , according as their either 
mind, or manners, or miſchie- 
vous paſſions do (uggeſt 3 and the 
moſt favourable men to us, d 
nzgle& or contemn us 3 and afte 
we have ſpent our ſtrength an 
ſpicirs for their good , they cal 
us alide as vile and diſhoneſt vel 
ſels, Thus Naxianzen , with 


Nat. Or.whom we againe doe complaine 

32 that the world ſeeketh not Pa 
Tren.Pref. tors, but Orators And Ircnz; 
before him,ſheweth us,thar it is th 
duty of a faithfull Paſtor to ſtud; 
the Truth, and not Eloquence 


EF BE : I 


I remember that Sogomen write! 
+2, that Aetizs ( the Eunomian A 
Euſl.7.c.; 1theiſt ) his Eloquence was | 
matchleſſe, that it made his erro 
impregnable. And Euſebiy 
reporteth , that Meletzus the H: 
retick,for his eloquence was call: 
Mel Atticum, The hony of Grecct 
This I write , not for any ex! 
eye I bear to them , that are gr: 
ced with that gitt of God : but thi 
we muſt not with Moſes refule th 
meſſage from heaven , becaule » 


are BeadvyAonet, and nave 
m 


$0F. |, 4.c. 
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ſo glib a tongue as others: nor with 
Fonabrurn our back becauſe the 
work may ſeem ungrateful. It he 
ſend us to labor among thorns, yer 
have we a graciousMaiterzbis work 
is good,his end wil (atisfie We 
ſhall chen have the grapes and figs, 
which thornes and *hiAtles n—_ Ferem, pi 
not yeeld us. Only I belcech e» PET 
very one to remember , tha: the 
complaints of Gods Meſſengers , 
though proceeding ſomewhat from 
heat of paſſion , are often ſeconded 2 King, 2. 
withdiimal and dreadful effe&s. The 24- 
$ childhood of the children that con- 
{ :<mncd Eliſha his Miniſtry,cxemp- 
red them not from puniſhment, be- 
irerl}} cauſe it reſtrain'd them not from fin, 
$. 4. Hence it may appear , that 
the tying of our ſelves to the ob- 
ſervation of Parochial Church- 
I communion, doth not force any 
man to ſubmit to a weak Miniſter, 
when he might haye a better, 
I Chriſt hath raught us to ſeck atrer 
f knowledg without the quenching 
of of zeal; and to maintain zcalc, 
J withour deſpilnz knowledge : 
Toſeek after truth in the way of 
Peace , and atcer Peace in the 
way of Truth 3 as knowing bow 
neer 
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neere they twell her. Andin 
—_p += che practice ſds hay Auguſtine 
©3575. 27* fairh Divinely,Iris a facre detie fin 
na _ ro be untearned then unteachabie, 
queries P. Bur far -confirmation of this 
35 36. Aſſrtion, I defire the Reader to 
peruſe the diicourſe of Reverend 
Mr.Baxter, whole words as my in- 
rended brevity doth not permit 
oe totranſ{cribe; So TI nore, 

1, That he publick welfare and 
unity of Chriftian Churches, is 
to be preferred before the pleaſure, 
yea, or edifying -of any finglc 
member ; and what confuſion will 
follow the plucking up of Chritts, 
and the Magittrates,and the Chur- 
ches bounds, 

2, If all the pcople may freely 
end lawfully joyn themſelves with 
that Church that hath the ableſ 
Teacher , then almoſt all the 
world muſt go to a few men , and 
leave the reſt ; then Barnabas may 


AF. 14.12 
be forſaken, if Paxt be the chict 


ſpeaker 3 and then able mens 

Churches will grow to that bigneſs 

that they will be no Churches, the 

Marrer being:too big for the End 

and Form. 

2. That Miniſters arc Free- 
men 
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men 2s well as the people 5? and 
therefare every mans defire muſt 
not deprive them of their Free- 
dome 3 beſides that, the Lord af- 
ſgneth ro every Paſtor a freedome 
to inftrud a portion of his people : 
Gods work muſt be done before 
our own;and the ſaving of ſouls and 
propagation of the Goſpel, be prc- 
terred before our private comforts. 
4. God hath more means then 
Miniſterial abilities, to encreaſe 
mens graces, and procure their 
ſalvation : for he that keeps in 
Gods order under a meaner ho- 
neſt Miniſter , is like to be a more 
bumble thriving Chriſtian, then 
he that will break that order , un- 
der -pretence of edification ; bur 
God uſually chaftiſeth men for 
{uch diſorders , as we may ſee in 
daily experience. For God ſuffe- 
reth the ſame profeſiors (to our 
great hearts griet)to turn unto do- 
Qrinal or practical evils , for their 
breaking Gods Order , and the 
Churches Unity. The ſpeciall 
work and duty required of every 


Miniſter, is romind their people Tſz. 62.6. 


of their duty to God , and con- 
antly ro .mind God, and ſoli- 
G 2 cite 


Cant, 4.11 


NF. Orat. 
ibs 


Baſil.t.1 
mn P(al.44. 
Rom.10.15 
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cite him ſor his people. 


And' for 
this purpoſe , the Paſtor (if faith- 
full) is not like the fword-hiſh , 
which carries a weapon , but no 


heart +: nor like the children of 
Ephraim, who being harneſlcd and 
carrying bowes, wanted not cou- 
rage, and turned back in the dy 
of battel, O what readinefle. and 
promptitude ſhould there be in 
people to have communion with 
tuch Watchmen! 
Miniſter of Chriſt. travels through 
all the Gardens of Learning , and 
ſucks ſomething from every flow- 
er , that he may bring bis vel- 
ſels and t:eaſures full ot knowledg 
for the comfort of his hearers, 
bur they will not hear. Not only 
is his ſervice and office ſacred ( for 
itis Meo/]cia Os x dvIga Tur, 
a Mceditaion berween God and 
man) bur his perſon, his very lips, 
whichBafil tilerh y&An Tv Xeis's, 
the Lips of Chritt , as the Apo- 
ſtle termz:h his feete beauti- 
ful. 

S. 5. Addreſle your ſclves then 
inthe Armour ot God, all you 
meſiengers of God, to fight here- 
after with the enemies of God, 
Eyent 


The unwearied | 
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Event hath ſealed Saint Pauls 
propheciez The time is alrea- 
dy"come, men will nor ſuffer 
wholeſome Do@rine, Unchari- 
table cenſures 05 ſtile , of method, 
of voice, of phraſe, of geſture , are” 
bur ſenſeletle impurations of the 
prophane multitude ; far interiour 
(if they were trus ) to the firit 
tiouriſhes of a combate in carneſt. 
The worlilings heavy cenſure 
condemneth down=:ight , both 
manner and matter, and the 
whole ſu'-ſtance of your preach= 
ing. And for your perſons , you 
are not greater then Fohn the 
Baptiſt and our Saviour 3 ſooner 
therefore ſhal ye want aWorid,then 
a Theater, wherein , though the 
beſt do favour you , by moſt be 
ſure to be counted , Tlegixaba'p- 
wal) Ilaewlnuals *ApaJy- 1 Cor, 4.1z |} 
ud]a, what not ? piacular, pe- 13 
ſtilential , exccrable fellowes. 
All rhe filthy ſcoffes and flanders 
that Satens Scavengers can rake 
Out of the ſinkes of all profeſſions, 
arc thought over=clean to throw in 
their taces , who would make the 2 C0r.4 4 
light of the glorious Goſpel of 
C briſtto ſhine unto them, Fe- 
| G3; rome 


2 Tim, 4-3 


| metriadem. 


Roem.1 2.21 
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| Hieron, E- yome (aid truly , Semper virtmtibus 
i piſt. at De- cortr afiuerur , vertues are till 


c.nraaited, Pretend the world 
what the world can, here is the 
hcad 2nd the hearr of the contro- 
verſie : Contrariety breeds En- 
mit'y. Enmity cauſeth Separation, 
and Separation ſuppoſeth danger 
_ the party avoided) of inke- 
ion. 
$. 6, But thu , O man of 
God, Tu necete malis, (ed comra 
atklenticr i:0 ; be not overcome of 
cvil, but overcome evil with good. 
Such an Antipcriſtahs muſt en- 
creaſe and enkindle zeale, if rhy 
profeſſion dep:nd not upon faſhi- 
en, and thy con(cienc? upon com- 
pany, Par though Gods pow- 
erful Spiric ſhould ſuſpend his 0- 
perction , yet canſt thou not for- 
et the reafon of a man , and 
ruitiſhly be driven with the 
drove , much leffe abandon com- 
mon ſenſe 3 and without any mo- 
tion of thine owne , like a nail in 
a wheel, only move as-thou arr 
moved, and turn as thou art tur- 
ned, They who never once 
dreamed of ſalvation by Chriſt, 
keld ir not the leaſt part of their 


glory 


(127) 
glory to fticre a courſe like Anti- 
pades,clean oppolite to the liking | 
of the multiende. He in Pluterch Phocion a- 4 
applauded , ſuſpeRed his ſpecch 3, ; py, WM 
'Ou $3 T% Ti xax9y AbYevifeaue', 1 in 
Joy ataule 3 Hath any bad ipeech Amiſt 
fallen from my mouth withour my : 
knowledge ? And Antiſibenes 
commended , was afraid of his 
Decds ; *Ayeayis wi Ti xaxdy 
vreyeouce : I am in agony, 

Ie 1 have done ſome miſchiefe 
What in them without the law 
was voluntary , the (ame the 
law - og ( - wee belive 
eAuguſtine) impoſeth upon us as ; 
necetiary ; Recufas efſe in corpore, oſs. 
þ non vis odium munds ſuſtinere y. 
cum Capite : thou refaſeſt to be in *' 
the body, if thou wilt not ſuffer 
the hatred of the world with thy 
Head. Sure the currant credit of 
the godly in Gregory his time, Gree, 
was, perverſorum rogatio, vite Exch, Hes? 
noſtr approbatio : Wicked mens ,, ;; 9 | 
derration , is the approbation x 
of our lives. And in all times 
the rebuke of Chriſt, was the 
Religion of Chriſtians. And Heb.11.tcr 
as for our way of preaching , the tornm. 
Reyerend Provincial  Aiſmbiy 

G4 of 


(128) 


Vindication of London, doth piouſly and judi- 


ſer forth 


"Nov. 2. 


ciouſly complaine , that though 
wee are farre from juſtifying 


1649. p4ge any indiſcreet or paſſionate ex- 


82 preſſhons , 


1 Fohn 5. 4 


Heb. 12 3 


Tertul, a1 
dAlartyras , 


Cap. 3. 


yet we conceive 
it to be very hard meaſure, to 
have our integrity arraigned and 
condemned for humane infirmi- 
ties. And wee hope , we may 
without boaſting, ſay thus much; 
That the ſerled Miniſtry of En- 
gland was never more cenſured, 
moleſted, impoveriſhed , and yet 
never more pious, peaccable, and 
painfull. Wherefore, that I may 
not number up numbcrleſs encou- 
ragements, ſtand upon your guard 
within the limits of your daily 
warfare with the world 3 ſince 
faith is the victory that overcom- 
eth the world. Oaly confider 
him that eadurcd (uch contradi- 
&ion of fingers. Deus Pater Ago- 
nothetes , Xyſtarches Spiritus ſan - 
Aus , Epiſtates Teſs Chriſtus; 
Corona &ternitatts, brautun; eAn- 
gclice ſubſtantie politis in celis , 
gloria mn ſecula ſeculorum, H-« thar 
hath ſaid, Beof good cheer, T have 
overcome the world , Fohn 16. 33. 
He is bath Commander and (pe- 
Ctator 


yer co 
to me 
them, 


teth u 
meaſu 
mand: 
{abſeq 
is an 
pline: 


I29) 
Qator of your combate, He is both 
Judge and Rewarder of your cou- 

rage, and conquerour of your ene- 

mie 3 He will gtv: you the Crowne 
of glory that fadeth not away. 


| ORI———_—_ — > — C— 


Cna ?. X I. 


Thirdly, Other imagina- 
ry , and imaginated 
Pretences are anſ\ve- 
red. 


S. 1. ALchough ail Divine 
Truths be precious , - 

yer controverſies are ſo diſtaſtefull 
to me, that I reſolyed: againſt. 
them. Burt he that made us, 
muſt rule us: and he that put- 
teth us into the Vineyard , maſt - 
meaſure out our work : and. com- 
mandeth m2 to (pak briefly. ro the 
ſ{abſequent objeRions. For this 
is another Ofhce of holy diici- 
pline: Non (olum bong oftendere, 
G5 ſed 


4a (130) 
Tert. Apo- ſell ' mala refutare : Not only: 


by ſound doctrine to exhort , but 
likewiſe ro convince the gainſay- 
crs, Tt.1.9, 

S. 2. birſt , Some ſay, they 
ſeparate from a determined 
Church-communion , becauſe of 
diverſity of doctrine 3 as if they 
1 knew not where to find the truth. Ir 
þ Eceleſ. 7. is true,Solomon complaincth, That 
| als. men have ſought many inventi- 

ons or imaginations 3 as in other 
things , ſo likewiſe in Dactrine , 
whereby men are drawn from the 
ſmplicity of their Creation. 
| Eb. 4: 14. The Apoſtle likewiſe complaineth 
of a wind of doctrine, whereby 
Chriſtians began to be blown 
from the Redfaſtneſſe of the 
Auguſt. de Truth, Auguſizae ſaith , thac 
ev. Dei Ub. Saran ſceing that Idolatrous ima- 
; 38.CdÞÞ» ges would downe, he bent his 
| Heb. 13.9. whole device in place of themto 
3 G9742+17 erect divers imaginations ; that 


people in Read of images , mighc 


| og.0.39. 


SOOT XX Bi 


bow down to theſe , and worſhip. 
them. Since which, it hath beca 
his daily practice, either to broach 
divers and ſtrange doctrines ne- 
ver heard of before : or to revive 
the os, and new dre{c them; 

and 
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(t31)* 
and to mingle them (for thatby 


the Apoltol 
he mighs vent them. An this 
indeed is the diſcafe ot our age 3 
and the juſt complaint we make 
of it. There hath good dilpatch 
been made of images 3 but ima» 
ginations in their iead ,» are dih- 
ed and worſhiped”, carrying the 
Name and Credit of Apoſtulick 
Doctrine. To prevent this mi(- 
chief, We are no where comman- 
ded ro Separate from Church- 
communion 3. but to try the [pi- 
rits 3 to prove all tbings 3 to haid 
fait that which is good : and that 
we may dothar, we 2reto pray 
thar he would op:n our eyes, that 


knowledpe and: underſtanding , 
and to endeavour to have our 
ſenſes exerciſed to diicerne both 
good. and evil, Tic advice that 
Syfinnius preſerted to the Empe- 
rour Theodofsus (ftudying how to 


diverſity of Doctrine: , that then 
troubled rhe Church) was to a> 
yoid all diſpurations with Secta= 


r1es, 


themlelves = wil noc utter) with - 
ical doctrine , that (© . 


we. may behboid wondious things pſy} + 19.19 
auc of his Eaw 3 and to pray tor 4 7s 


par an end to the differences in Seo, b.7. 


1 Fohn 4.1. 
I Theſ 5.21. 


bp 


C, 12, 


(132), 
res, and to demand of then 
(when they ptitioned him) whe- 
ther they would ſtand to the judge- 


i ee ren 


men: of ſuch as were Teachers in 
5 the Church , before it was divi-- 


p ded ? efpecially , where their 
? judgment diflented nor from the 
. An- Scriptures. Ancient Fathers 

* drewes Ser. thought it meet , that they that 
# Worſhip i- would take upon them to interpret 
maginas, the Scriptures, ſhould pur in lure- 
ties, that the ſenſes they gave, 
fhould be no other then theChucch 
in former time had acknowledged. 
All that came after the Apoſtles, 
are commanded ro labour for 
knowledg and learninz, and not 
3 Theſ.512 1, wer Sorn own imaginations 
1 Tim. 517 of do deſire to be believed upon 
1 Cor. 9.8. their bare word : for that were to 
have dominion of their Auditors 

Faith, Say I this of my ſclfe? 

(faith the Apoſtle ) ſaith not the 

Law3his alſo? Give 3 this ſ:nſe 


of mine own head , or hath not 


Chriſts Church heretofore given 


the like ? Which one courſe if it- 


were ſtrictly kep: , would rid our 
Charch of many falſe imagina- 
tions, which now are ſtamp: 


daily, b:cauſe eyery man upon his 
owne 


owne 
yer th 


{ 
rend 
Char 
and co 
an[wet 
what t 
Engla 
notorit 
were. { 
lirael, 
of Ec 
tolerat 
dals ir 
none « 
could r 
ches di 
negled 
parate f 
ſort fau 
the ex 
Churc| 
ſles, 
Was Ct 
1 Cor.s5 
Smyrna 
faulty \ 
Rev. 2. 
Churct 
the gre: 


(T 

owne ſingle bond is truſted todeli-- 
ver the meaning of any Scripture. 

S. 3. Secondly , Others pre- 
rend , that they ſeparate from 
Church-communion for neglects 
and corruption in diſcipline. For 
anſwer to this ; I would they read 
what their own Mr, Cotton of New 
England writes : that the many 


notorious ſcandalous perſons that Mr.Cottoxe 
were, found in the Churches of Holineſſe of 
lirael, did only argue the neglect Church- 

of Ecclefiaſtical diſcipline, inthe members p. 


coleration of ſuch publick (can= 
dils in th2 Church, And thus 
none of the men of God ( who 
could nat be ignorant of the Chur- 
ches duty , and their fin in ſuch 
negies )..ever- attempted to Se- 
parate from that which was in this 
fort faulty. All was not right in 
the exerciſe of diſcipline , in the 
Churches, planted by the Apo- 
ſtles. The Church of Corinth 


| was ceniured as very faulty , 


1 C0r.5.2. So was the Church of 


{Smyrnz, Revel. 2.14. No lefie 


faulty was the Church of Thyatyra, 
Rev. 2. 20. N:ither could the 
Church of Sardis be free, ſeeing 
the greateſt part were openly _ 

2 there 


2IT. 


(134) 
chere being bur a few that had no: {+ 
defiled their garments, Rew. 3. 4. ( 
And yet nothing heard by way of feill 
advice for any to make ſeparation, In i 


nor reproof for their holding up fpth chi 
- Cammunijongnar any one inſtance hided t 
; of a ſeparatiſt given, And here ſphich o 
Mr. Blake Mr. Blake ſheweth , that the godly For Edi 
* Covenant,c. non-contormiſts in England, wha fhe peop 
 31-f-238, hadalow opinion of the diſcipline fevoluti 
then exerciied, were. ſo zealous a= fnay fins 
gainſt Church-ſeparation , that ſiven w] 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Pages, Mr.Ball, bf fin a 


Mr. Brightman, and others, have fþ 
left behind them large evidences || 
of their zeale againſt ſeparation 
from Parochial Church Afem- 
blics. Ir is more then ſtrange, 
that when the Apoſiles had by 
commiſhon from Chrift planted, 
Churches , and were ta leave: 
them to be propagated in fucure 
ages, yet would wholly be fatent of 
, this. ſeparation, but leave us by. our 
dark imaginations to diſcover it. 
In which, we are indanger to (cr 
our threſhold by Gods threſhold | 
| ( of which hee tadly complains; ): Þ 
| Exgek.42 8, orrather, juttle ow Gads threſh» 
| | d with ours. 


that 


xo chu 
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(135) 
hat they ſeparate from. Parochial” 
. Church-communion for prophanc- 
xelle of the people , and corrupti® - 
n in converſation, But neither 
oth this ad nit of ſeparation, pro- 
ided that DoQtrine be ſuch in: 
ich men may have communion - 
r Edifcation, If we look upon . 
he people of Iſrael throughout the. 
Fvolution of all times >, we 
nay find high Titles given them , 
en when the live ia all kind 
ad Titles given them of fin 
ory , by reaſon of priviledges, : 
hich they enjayed by their call Deut.f4.t2.. 
ao chucch-fellowſhip , as, chil» £&: 32.9. 
ren of God , Gads peculiar ones , Zach. 2. g. 


by ſþis portion , his heritage , the ap- Rom. 9. 4. 


le of his eye , and many the lige Deus. 9. 6. 
: Elogies : In the mean timetheir £5 32. 6. 


ure [QualiGcations . were as. low. T4. 1.4. & 


ps their Tiles  bigh 3 their con- _ 48. 4. 
rerſation no wayes anſwering their EJech. 324 
- falling , but branded to be (tif 16, 

ecked , of an Iron {new , an As. 
tulkerous , 2 Sinful Nation, 2 


; ): People fooliſh and unwiſe, as 


4 Godame and Gomorrah unto the 
ord : And yet the Prophets and 
; Fighreous perſons keep their reft= 


dence 


